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To his deare Friend, 


: Sis 


= Any fruglings I have had a- 


“bout publifhing thefe Notes :) | 
| I have lookes up to God, 


and at laft beene perfwad- 


i 
| 


fe th 


Patter eA NEL RO Ab 


acm. . 
3. I krew rot what the Lords mean- 
'e fhould bee to bring to light by his | 
toyidence , witheut my privitie, know- 
| A 3 ledge, 
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S fred ) to publith the reft; our workes | i 


friends , of Gods precious people, I am fure! 


“it might bee to the heart! ) 


\much weakeneffe beleeved',. I: hava write 


ge, or will, the former part, unleffe it 


(being ; 


was to awaken and enforce me 


thought fhould refemble Gods workes, not! 
‘jeo-be left imperfedt, = | 
| 4 I confidered my weake body, andj 
my fhozt time of fojourning here 5 and/ 
that I fhall not fpeake long to children 4: 


Kt 


hot to many in Eagland, to whom J 
owe almoft my whole felfe , whom 1 
fhall fee in this World no more | 
}beene therefore willing to get the Wind, 


record , that ic might fpeake (Oh that 
whom [ cannot ( t) 
bee, T account it a part of Gods infl- 
nice Grace co make mee an in@rument of 
the leaft good. If the Lerd hall fo fare 
accept of mee in publithing thefe things, 
it is all chac I would defire . if nor, ye 
| have defired forgivenefle in the: blood. 
of his Sonne, for what ever errours of 
{weaknefles may be in it, .Of are in my. 
felfe., .which may hinder fuccefle . a 
| fruftrate its end ; 


and when I fhall not, 


onely whar I have im) 


if 
t) 


| 
| 


ten, and fene ie unto_you., leaving it! 
° . \ Se a | } Als | 
wholly wish your felfe , whom I mye¢h} 
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love! 
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c detra&t any thing you fee meet, ( fo 
; it bee not crofle to what I have 
rit) and if you then thinke i¢ meet for 
Ipblique view, you fee upon what grounds 
om content with it; but if you fail 
dary it, and puc ic to perpecuall: filences 

| (hall bee moft pleafing to him whothinks 


| 
fore meanely of it, then others Cane 
| a4 a : 2 , 


\ 
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we and honour, thar you would adde} 
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045 the great cavfe of the eterna perdition ¢ i 
“Wen 88 of themfelves : fo the onely caufe of th 
attuall deliverance and Salvation of Maity 
JBSUS CHRIST? 2 thes teat, Hox, 
feah 13.9, Oh Iikael thou haft deftroyed thy | 
felfe, butin meisthyhelp., 


~~ 


ot OSB COT, rae a 
By th: Tere words as they are fer down!’ 
vas 


in the Hebrew are ( accord 
wp co the ftyle of this Prophet) | 
ry fhore and fententious , 
© therefore difficult to tranflate in-} 
AAGS4E? <0 Enplith without {ome Peri- | 
fis; bue the fenfe 15 here truely expielt, 

mee ts thy helpe. which you may fee confir 
ed from verfe'4. Fhere is no Saviour befidet 
andver. 14, L will. vanfouse them fromthe w=) 
er of the grave, O , cath I will bee thy plague.) 
O grave L wil bee thy deftruttion ; fuppofe che] | 
Prophet fhould fpeake here of tem orall falva 
on, helpe and tan{ome, (which heed 
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Su typneyanins ADL) RNID II” 
ay “ 


oth not) yet 
_ they. 
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[oe ey —: ; 
he argument is ftrong; if there bee no Saviour 
from temporal] woe and mifery but onelythe Lord 
Jefus, how much mote isthere from woes eternal? 
onely underf{tand mec here aright; I ananot now 

kine of mans deliverance and falyation by) . 
. in way of fatisfa Ctionto Juftice(for that Ihave | See the 
Aalready handled) but of his deliverance and falvati-| Sexcere 
on, by power; not ofmans purchafed deliverance, | Convert 
whichis by the bleod of Chrift,but of mans actual 
deliverance, which is by the efficacy & power of the 
(piritof Chrift, Some Captives among men are re- 
deemedby price only, fome bypower without price; 
but fiuch isthe Jamentable captivity of all men,under 
the feyerity of juftice & power of finne, that with- 
B outthe price of ( Lrifts blood, Ephef. 1.7 and the 

power of ( hrifts (pirit, Lob, 8. 36. there is no de- 
liverance;; the Lord Jefus haying paid the price for 
ourdeliverance, Yet itis withus as witha compa- 
‘ny ofcaptivesin prifon; our finslike ftrong chains} _ 
bold us, Satan our keeper willnotletus goesthe pri- 
{on dooresthtough wnbelicfare fhucupon us, Kom. 
| 11,32. and thereby God and Chrift are kept out 
fromus; whar power now can refcueus , that are 
held fatt under {ucha powers even after the price is 
paid? truly ie can be no other but thetin my Text, 
| In me is thy help > whenour raniom jspayd, the 
| Lord muft come him(elfand ferch us out by {trong 
hand, Efay 53.1, To whom. ts the arme of the Lord 
| revealed ? truly to very few, yetto fome itis; and 
| certainly looke asthey make Chriftno Saviour in- 
| deed who deny his falvation by price and fatisfacti- 
jon, fothofealfo make him an imperfect Saviour 
| whodenyfalvation and actual deliverance of man 
\tobee onely the Almighty atm and cflicacy of his 


| 


'\ Spiricand power excellent cheretore is the {peech 
jofthe Apoftle, Ads 5.30.31. God hath exalted 
tee “0 Telus 


| 
| ; 
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| Jelusto give repentance and remiffiow of finnes ta), 
4fracl Look as Jefus was abated to purchale re« 
peniance and remiffion, fo hee isnow exalted a@u- 
ally to give and apply repentance and remiffion of || 
finnes, Whole glory it isto remit finnes, but Gods |), 
in Chrift, and by Chrift onely 2 whofe glory is ic to}| 
give repentance (which ia this place comprehends|} 
the work of conyerfion and faith,as Beza obferves)||- 
whereby wee apply remiffion, but the fame God : 
Onely ¢ the one is as difficult to be conveyed as the| | 
other, and we ftand inas much need of Chrift todo | | 
the one as the other; all the power of Chrift exalte| | 
ed, is lictle enough to give us repentance and remie| | 
fion, the condition of the Covenant expre{t in re-}> 
pentance, and the bleffings in the Covenant, fum- |}: 
med up inthe forgivenefle of finnes; the Socinians 
deny redemption and falyation by prize; the e4r-| 
wanians by Chrilts power, leaving fuafion onely | . 
to him, but power of converfien tothe powerand | : 
liberty ofthe willofman; O adulteruos genetati- | 
on that are thus hacking atand cutting the cords of} 
their owne falyation ! J fhallhere fpeake onely to} : 
one queftion, which isthe principall and moft pro-} - 
fitable, and thatisthis, How doth Chrift redeeme} 
& faveus by his power, outafthat miferable eftates| > 
and confequenely what js the way for us to feek,and a 
foto find & feel deliverance by the hand of Chrifts} 
power? . " : . 
Asthere are foure priacipall meanes and caufes,} 
or wayes, whereby man tuines himfelfe. 1, [gno-\ 
ranceof their owne miler); 2. Security and win ee 
Senpbleneffe of it. 3. Carnal confidence in their | 
owne autres. 4, Prefumption or refting “pou the) | 
mercy of God by a Faith of their owne [erging sfoen) 
the contrary there isa four fold act of Chritts pow-). 


et whereby he re(cues 8 delivers all bis out of their! | 
miferable eftate, The} - 


: The Sound Beleever. 
es firlt AG or Rroake is ( onvittion of 
jinne. ee 
Whe fecond is ( ompnibion for finne, 
She third is Heméliation or felfe abafe- 
. A oa | wes 
| The fourthisFaith : 2llwhich are diftinct- 
i ly pu forth (when hee ceafeth extraordinarily to 
worke) in the day of Chrifts power; and fo ever 
Jooke for a@tuall falyation and redemption fiom 
|Chrift, let them feek for mercy and deliverance in: 
this way, out of which they {hall never finde it; lec 
them begin at conviction, and defirethe Lord to 
et them fee their finnes, that fo being affected with 
them and humbled under them, they may by faith 
‘be enabledto receive Jefis Chritt, and fo be blet- 
A fedinhim.  Itistrue, Chrift isapplyed tous next- 
Ay by Faith, but Faith is wrought in usin that way 
of conviétion and fotrow for finne ; no man can 
‘or will come by faith to Chrift to take away his 
fins, unleffe he firft fee, be convicted of and load- 
‘enwiththem. I conteffe the manner of the Spirits 
-workein the conyerfion ofa finner unto God ts ex- 
ceeding fecret, and inmany things very various; 
and thereforeit istoo great boldnefleto marke out 
allGods foorftepsherein + yet fo farre forth as the, 
“Lord himfelfe tells us his work and the manner of 
‘icin all his, we may fafely refolve our felves, and fo 


\farre, and nofarther {hall we praceed inthe expli-j 


\cation ofthefe things. Jeisgreac prophaneffe not to 
\fearch into the workes of commen providence, 
though fecretand hidden, Pfa/m. 28.5. and 92.6, 


| of (peciall fayour and grace upon his chofea, 
J fhall therefore beginne with the firft ftroake, 
| Chtifts power which isconviCtion of finne. 


SECT. 


|| 


| much greater. it not to doe thus unto Gods work 
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The _firft AE of Crafts power, which e (on 


vitlion of finne, rite 
a Non for the more diftin& explication of thi 
| {| Lv Lihallopen to youthefe 4, things, ~ > 
1. I fhall prove thatthe Lord Chrif by his Spir 
begins the a Ctuall deliverance of his elec her 
2, What is that fin the Lord conviaceth.the foul 
— thosfiritof, : CAM SUS FIR 
- 3. How the Lorddothir, | Oe aa | 
4 What meafureand degree of Conviction hee| | 
workes thus inal) hig. al 
1. Forthe firft, it is (aid, Zoh# 16.8,9,that th 
firft thing that the Spirit doth when hee comes ¢ 
make the Apoftles Miniftery effeéiuall, is this, it 
thall reprove ar convince the world of {i une ; it doth] | 
not fi; ft work faich, but conyinceth chen chatt yl. 
| have no faith, asin verfe 9, and confequently under] | 
the guilt and dominion of their (in; and after this 
convinceth of righteouf{neffe , which faith appre 
jhends, verfe-1o. Te istructhat the word convattio 
| here, is of a large extent, andincludes compuncie| | 
onand humiliation far fin, yet our Saviour wraps) 
them up in this word; becaufe conviétion isthe firll 
and therefore the chiefe in order ; here the Lord ne 
{peaking now of ineffe@tuall, bur effeAuall 8 tho 
row conviction expreft in deepe forrow and humi 
liation. Nowy the text faichjthe Lord begins thus ne 
with fome one or two, but with the world of God: 
Elect, whoare tobe called home by the Minifte 
of the VVord; which our Saviour fpeakes.(as ar 
may lee who confiders the {cope} ‘purpofely te 
comfort the hearts of his Difciples , that their Mi 
niftery fhall be thuseffe@tuall to the wotld of Tews} _ 
and Gentiles; and therefore cannot fpeake of fach} | 
‘ ae .conuithion) — 
- SSS ae SL, oes A ig 
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The Sound Beleever. — 
convittion as erves onely tor to keave men withouc 
lexcufe for greater condemnation; (as fome un- 
lderftand the place ) for that is a poore ground of 
contolation to their fad hearts, Secondly,’ J fhall. 
‘|hereatter prove that there can bee no faith without 
ltenfe of finne and mifery ; and now there can be no 
D | tenfe of finne withouta precedent fight or convicti- 
onof finne; no mancanfeel fin, unlefic hee doch 
firdt fee ic ; what the eye fees not,the heart rues not, 
Letthe greateft evill befalla man, fuppofe the burn. 
ing of hishoule, the death of his children, if he doth 
not firtt know, fee and hear of it, he willnever take 
it to heart, it will never trouble him ; fo let.a poore 
| finner lye under the greateft guilt, the foreft wrath 
of God, it will never trouble him untilihe tees ic and 
be convinced of it, tts 2.37. When they heard. 
this. theywere precked ; but firtt they heard tt and 
favy their fin before their hearts were wounded tor 
it, Gen. 3.7. they firlt faw their aakedneffe before 
they were alhamed of i. Thirdly, ‘The maine end 
| ofthe Lawis to drive isto Chrilt, Rom, 10, 4. if 
| Chnift bee the end of the law, then the law isthe 

| ‘means fubfervient to chat'end,and that not to fone, 
but to a that beleeve: now the law thonghitdrives 
usto Chrift by condemnation, yer in order it begins 
with accufarion, Ic firftaccufeth,and fo convinceth 
of fin, Rom, 3. 20, andthen condemnech. its folly 
and injuftice for a judge to condetnaand bring a 
finner out tohis execution before accufation and 
conviction; and itis wifdom or juftice in the Lord 
orhis law to do otherwife ? and therefore the Spirit 
in making ufe ofthe law for this end firtt convinc- 
eth asic firftaccuféth, & laies our finsto our charg. 
Laftly, looke as Satan when he bindes up a finnet 
uvhis fin, he firft keeps hirn (ifpoffidle) from the 
very fight and knowledge of it; becaufe fo long as 
ei they 
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they fee it not, this ignorance is the caule ofall their] | 
woe, why they feele it not, why they defire not. to} | 
come ontof it; the Lord Jefus (whocamero unty¢ 
the knots of Satan, 1 /04.3.8,) beginshere & firft 
convinceth his,and makes them fee their fin,that fo 
they may feele it, and cometo him for deliverance 
oucotic, Oh confider this all you thardreameout| 
your time in minding only things before your feet, | 
neyer thinking on the evills of your own heatts;you 

that heed not, you that will not fee your fins, nor fo 
muchas aske thisqueftion , What have I done 2) i 


j Pettit ee 


i 
RPS | 
ey | 
Hee Yl 


al | 
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i \ 


Quzf?, | But you willfay, whatisthat fin which the Lord [ a 
firft conyinceth of ?. whichis the fecond thing to be va\ 


vince thefoul in generall, that itisa finnerand fin-| 
full; bucthe Lord brings ina conyiGting evidence a 


orthe particulars; the firft is learnt more by tradi- | ae |: 
tion (in thefe dayes) by the report & acknewledg- | a 
ment of every manrather then by any {peciall ast | 
of conviction ofthe SpiritofChrift; forwhatman ~~ 
is there almoft but lyesunder thisconfeffionthache °° 
isa finner ? the beftfay they arefinners, avd ifwee 
fay we have no fin, wee deceive our felves, andl 
know Lam a finner ; but that which the Spirit | 
principally conyinceth of, is {ome finor fans in par- 
ticular ¢ the Spiritdoth not arreft men for offences. 
in general, but opens the writ, and fhewes th: pare } 
|ticlarcaufe, the particular fins, Row. 3.9. we bave 


es : proved 


i 


Sa caamesmpeonnny iia 
pease ynspoD? onspyinv ig Pny NINN! PIP AAMT 
2 LTE II? a 


(POOR eet oe cae coeeae 
| Aye 


| 


lL 
| 


{now the lnftrument of the Spirit, iathis work of 
| conviCtion, convirice them of this ?, marke his me- 
Ithod, verfe 10. 14. 12, £3, 14, £5.16. 17, 18. 
whereinyou fhall fee itisdoge by enumerauon a: 
| particulars; fins oftheir natuwes, there us zone righ- 

teous; finnesof theirminds; one ander{tandeth ; 

fins in theirwills and affections, nove feeke after 
| God; finsin their lives, all gone ont of the way ; fins 
of omiflion of good duties, there zs none that doth 
good; theirthroates,tcngnes, lips, are Sepulchres, 


| decestfull, poyfonful ; their nowt hes full of cur fing, 
| their feet ate fhed blood, &¢, And se ve | 
| flare of you J ews (ver.19,) as wellas of the Gen- 
tiles; that all fle(h meay fland convixced as guilty 
|| before God. It it be here demanded, What are thofe 
| chat particular fins which the Lord convinceth men 
}of?) TL anfwerin variety of men there is much va- 
| riety of {peciall finnes, asthere is of difpofitions, 
i tempers,and temptations; and therefore the Lord 
dorhnot convince one man at firft of the fame fins 
ofwhichhedothanother man, yet this wee may 
fafely fay, ufually (chough not alway ) the Lord be- 
gins with the remembrance and confideration of 
fome one great, ifnota mans {peciall and moft be- 
loved finnes and thereby the Spirit difcoversera- 
dually allehe relt : chat arrow which wounderhthe. 
| heartot Chri moft,the Lord makes ic fall firft up- 
lon the head of the finner that did thoot ic againit 
Heaven, and convinceth , and as ic were hits hina 
firft with char : How did the Spirit convinee thofe 

| 3099, thofé patterns of Gods converting Grace ? 
| eAs 2,37. did not the Lord begin with them 
| for one principal finne,wzz, thefr murder and con- 
tempt of Chrift by embruing their: hands . Ns 
| ood ? 
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asking to our felves a King, Looke uponthe wo- 
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blood? there isno queftion but now they rememr} }) 
bred other finfull practifes, butthis was the /mpri| |, 
mis whichis ever accompanied yith many other /+} |, 
tems which are thenread in Gods billot reckon-| |, 
ings where the firft isfet down, /{rae/ would have} \ 
a King, Sam,8.19, Samuel foratime could noty 
convince them of their finne; herein what doth they 
Lord doe ? {urely hee will convince them of finne| 
before he leaves thena, and this hee doth by fucha} 
terrible chunder as maade all their hearts ake; and} |! 
how isit now ? what {inne doe they now fee 2 they] ii 
firft {ee che greatnefle of that particular fin; but this} | 
came not co mind alone, butthey cryed out, I Sama.) |i 
12.19. We have added untoall our evills this, 1\ \ 


man of Samaria, Lohn 4, the Lord Chrift indeed | 
fpake firft unto her about himfelfe the fubftance o! 
the Gofpell, about the worth of this water of life ; 
but what good did fhe gecuntill the Lord beganto 
convince her of fin,and how doth he chat, hetels her: 
of her fecret whoredome fhe lived in, the manthat} 
i (ke now bad was nit her husband; and upon the dif-] 
covery of this, fhe {aw many more fins; and hence} | 
ver,29,fhecryesout,; Come feethe manthat hach\ 
told me all that ever I did inmsy life. And thusthe| 
tLord dealesatthis day ; the Minifter preacheth a-| 
| gaiaft one fin, it may be whoredome, ignorance, 
contempt of the Gofpel, neglect of fecret duties, ly-} 
ing, Sabbath-breaking, &c. This is thy cafe faith} 
the Spirit unto the foule, remember the time, the 
place, the perfons wich whom thou lived inthis fin-}. 
tall condition; and nowaman begins to goe alone, 
8 cothink of all his former courleshow exceeding 
evilthey have been ; it may be the Lord bringsupe 
a mana lore affiiction,and when he isin chains cry- 
fing ourofthat , the Lord {aithtohim as tothofe, 


t ae 7. : 
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ther finnes, the caufes of it, the fruits and effeSs of 


of thefe wayes, burnow know that I will not patle 


“ciall occafion of working conviction and forrow] _ 


I ted, which I take co begin and continue in {peciall 


blind and did (through fight of finne and forrow of 
Pibeart) ‘neither eat nor drink. As a man thathach 
| ts plague notknowing the difeafe, he hopestolive; 


nd then that particular finne comes to minde, and 
a Lord revealesit arm’d with multitude of many} 
- : asthe father whipsa child upon occafion of one 
peciall fault, bur thentels him of many more whi 

he winked at before this, and faich, Now farrah re- 
menaber fucha time,fuch a froward fit, fuch undu- 
full behaviour, fuch a reviling word you fpake, 
uchatimte J called,and you ran away and would 
horheare me, and you thought I liked well enough 


chem by, &c, Thus the Lord deales withhis, and 
hence it is many.times,that the elect of God civilly 
brought up, doe hereupon think well of themfelves, 
and fo remaine long unconvinced of their wofull e- 
fates, the Lord fuffersthem to fall intofome foule, | . 
fecret, or open finrte,and by this the Lord takes {pe- 


for fine; the Lord hereby makes them hang down 
the head, and cry; ##clean, unclean: Pan! was ci- 
yilly educated, hee turned at lafta hot perfecutor, 
oppreflor, blafphemer = the Lord firft convinced 
shim of his perfecutionand cryed out from heaven 
to him, Paul, Paul,Why peleetiel thou. me ? this 
‘ftruck him cothe heatt,and then fiarevived, Rom, 
(7-9. many fecret finnes of his heart were dilcove- 


\in thofe three dayes, e4éts 3. 9. wherein he was 


but when he fees the {pots and tokens of death up- 
on 


Ee needa 


eae ee 


The Sound Beleever. 
on his wrift, now he cryes out, becaufe con 
-|tharthe plague of the Lord is upon him ; fe when } 
men fee fome one or more fpeciall fins break out, ) 
now they are Convinced of their lanaentable cons |’ 
dition ; yetitis not alway (though ufually thus) for } 
| fomemen the Lord may firft convince of finne by} 
| fhe wing them the finfulnefs of their own, hearts re 1 
wayes; the Lerd may leta man fee his blindneffe, | 
his extreame hardneffe of heart, his weaknefle, his || 
wilfulneffe, his hearclefnefle ; hee cannot pray, or |! 
|looke up to God, and this may firft conyince him; } 
or thatall thathee doth is finfull,being out of Chrifts} 
the Lord may fuddenly lethim fee the deceits of } 
\his owne heart, and the fecret finfull practifes of 
his life; as if fome hadtold the Minifter, or as if}: 
hee {pake to none but him; thathee is forced to }’ 
fall downe being thus conyinced, and to contefie, 
God win this man: 1 Cort 4.25. ‘Nicodemus | 
may firft fee and bee convinced of the want of re-} 
| generation, and thereby feel his need of Chrift; the} 
Lord may fet aman upon the confideration of all}' 
his life paft, how wickedly it hath been {pent; andy’ 
fo nor one, but a multitude of iniquities compaffe| 
himabout, aman may fee the godly examples of] 
his parents or other godly Chriftians in the tamily | 


ortown where he dwells,and by this be convinced, |}: 
that if their {tate and way be good, his owne (fofar]’ 
unlike ic) muft needs be ftark naught 3 the Lord-e-]' 
ver convineeththe fouk of fins in particular, butt ef: 
doth not alway convince one man of the fame par-| 
ticular finnes at firftashee doth another, whether} 
\the Lord convinceth all the clectat firftof the finne} ' 
of their nature, and fhewe them their originall fin] 
inand aboutthis firft {troke of conyi@tion, I doubt} ' 
notof it, Pad would have beenalive,and a proud | ' 


Pharifee ftill, ifthe Lord had not let him by the lw 3 
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feethis fin, Rom, 7. 9, and fo would all men inthe 
world, if thisfhould not be revealed firftorlaft, in 
a lefler.or greater meafure, under a diltinct or 
more indi{tinct notion t and hence arife thofe con- 
Heflions of the Saints, I never thought I had fucha 
| vile heart, if all.che world had told me, I could not 
Have believed them; butthat the Lord hath madé 
me felt it, andfeeitac Jaft; was there ever fuch a 
inner (at leaft in heart ) which is continually op- 
ofing of him) whom the Lord at any time receiy- 
IC COMMCHEVIAS LAID Su iii 6 ae stint aa 
2, TheLord jefusby his Spirit doth noe onely | > Com, |- 
sonyince the foulof its fin in particular, bac alfo of 
he eyill,; even the exCeeding great evill of thofe par- 
iculardins. The Lord Jefusdoth not only conyince 
atthe evil of fxxe, but of the great evill of /inze. Oh 
pou wretch faith the Spirit, (asthe Lord to C aiz, 
3¢7 4.10.) what haft thou done, whofe fins'ery to 
\¢avert, who halt thus long lived with.God, & done 
his.infinite wrong toan infinite God, for which : 
hou €an{t never makehim.amends.! That God 
vbo Could have long fince cut thee off in the midft 
if chi finn és and wickedneffe, and crufht thee likea 
noth, and fent thee down to. thoféeternal flames 
vhere-thou now {eeft {ome better then thy felfmour 
ung day and night, but yet hath {pared thee ont of 
is meere pity to. thee; That God haft thou refift. 
and forfaken allthy lifetime; and therefore now 
ce and confider what anevilland bitcer ching itis 
nus toliveasthouhaftdone, Jer,2.19. Lookasit 
sin the wayes of holineffe, many aman yoid of the | 
»pititma y fee and know them in the literal expref+ 
tous ofthem, bur cannot fee the glory of them bt 
ty the Spirit, and hence it ishe doch not efteem and 
tizethem and the knowledge of them aboye gold: 
0 wi the, ways of unholineffe, many a man yoid pe 
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The Sound Beleever: 


the {pirit of conviction of fin,may and re 


not cannot fee the exceeding evill qf them, aty) 
thence it is chough hee doth ice them ye [ 
much diflkke them, becatife he o great hurt¢’ 
evilinthem,but makesalight matcec of them; an 

thercfore when the Spirit comes, it. lets him fee any’ 
ftand convinced of the exceeding: greatnefieof th 


ny particular fins and confefle them, but h 
em yet he doth nq! 
teesno peat ure 
a 


evill chatisin them, Joh, 36.8.9, In thetime of al 
Hiétion(which is ufually tne time of: conviction of 
wild unruly finner) he/pewes thems thesr tran[gre') 
fions, but how ?that they have exceeded , thartht 


have been exceeding many and exceeding vile.- C) 


beloved, before the Lord Tefiss comes to convinic) 
we have caufeto pray for & pity every poor finne) 
as the Lord Jefusdid, faying, Lord forgeve ther’ 
they know not what they doe, You godly paren'’ 


| Matters, how oftdo you inftruct your children, fe 


vanits, and convince them of their finfulneffe, unt: 
chey contefs their faules?yet you fee no amendmier: 
but they goon {till; whatfhould you now do ?C’ 


know not what they do. Their fins they kitoy’ 
but what the eyill of them is, alas ! they know ne 
but wheti the Spiric comesto convince, ‘hee ma 
them fee what they do, and whatisthe exceeding 


| menthat have fworne, andcurft, and (truck tH 
friends, and whenthey come to be fober a 
and remember their mifchicyous ways and 
now they fee whatthey have done, and how abom 
nabletheir courfes then were, Oh youthat walk’ 
inthe madnefle of your minds now, in all mannet' 
finne, ifever the Lord do good to you,you fhalla' 
count your wayes madneffe and folly, and cry at! 
Oh Lord; whathayve I done in kicking thus long, 
linen cia <5 conga 


| __ Theseund Beeever. 

| TheLord Jetus by his Spitir doth not only con- 
W vince the foul of the evill ot finne, but atthe evill af- 
iter finne,\ mean of the juft pumifhment whichdoth 
follow fin, ana that isthis, vez, that ic mutt dye,and 
} 

| 

' 


thar eternally for fin , it ic remaine in thiseftace it is 
nowin, Rom, 4,15. The Law works wrath, i,¢. 
fightand (enfe of wrath, Rom. 7.9. Whenthe Law 
came, finne revived and I dyed, t.e, } {aw my felf 
a dead manby it; fothe foul {ees cleerly, God hath 
(aid, The foule that fizneth {hall dye: \ haye finned, 
and therctore if the Lord be true, J fhall dye ; to 
hell I fhallifnow the Lord {top.my breath, and cut 
oft my life, which he might juftly & may eafily do, 
Death isthe wages of fiz, even of any one finne, 

though never fo litle; what then will become of me 

who ftand guilty offo many,exceeding the number 

bf che haires on my head, or the ftarresin heayen ? 

WV horemongers and adulterers God will judge, the 

AMinifter hath faid fo, theLord himfelfe hath told 

| ue fo, Heb. 13.4, Lam the man, my confcience 
now teares meandtells me fo, what will become of 

ime? The Lord Je[us will come in flamin fire to 

vender vengeance agatnft alt that know nit God; 

Ne that obey net the Gofpel, This] believe, for God 
Hhathfaid it, 2 Thef.2.7,8.9. and now I fee Lam he 
chat hath lived long in ignorance and know not 
God; I haye had the Gofpell of grace thus long 
wooing and perfwading my heart, and oftentimes 
Fic hath affected me, but yct [have refifted God and 
This Gofpel, and have fet my filthy nits, mvy vaine 
{ports,:my companions cups and queanes ata high- 
dcr price then Chrift, & haye loved them more then 
Jhim ; and therefore though I may befpared for a 
| while,yetthere isa time wherin Chrilt himfelf will 
come out again{t me in lasing fire, Tothis pur- 
ff i B3 pole 
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| betterchen fo,and 18a more mercifull Father me 
beara word & ablow. Now lookas Satan deceit | 


{chen they think no fleth fhould be fayeds and th 
{when the old Serpenchath fpitthis poyfon bet mre 
{them, they fupitup; & drinkiein,and {0 ee 


‘| The Lord Chrift therefore when:he comesto fave 


| himasthe Lord told 4bimelech in another ¢ 


_ {you beloved, never did poor condemned Maleface 


conten ™ 


da Bélkeur 
‘pole doth che Spitit Work + for beloved, che pred 
means whereby Satan overthrew Man arfirl in bi 
|annocency, wasthis principle, a B chou dof| 


he Soi 


jeat, and fo fin again{t God, yerchoujhalc not dy, 
Gen, 3. Ve Ye [hall nct furely dye,ih erpent dot 
|fiy, Te [ball not die, for that istoo grofie an out-fal) 


{cing ofthe Word; Gen, 2,17. ‘buthe faich, Ye /hal) 


not feral) dje 3 tharis, there isnot {ichabfolute cer} 
tainty of it; itmay be you fhalllive,God lovesyot, 


ved and brought ourfirft parents roruine by fu . 
gc {ting chs principle; foar this day hedoth fowrehit 
accurfed teed, and plant this very: principle in the 
foylofevery mans heart by nature; they-doe ne ] 
think they cannot believe they are dead’ men, anc 


‘} 


condemned todye,and thatthey fhalldye eternally, 


Se 


for the leaftfin committed by them; Menuor An. 
gels. cannot per{wade them of it, they cannot fee the 
equity of it, chat God fo mereifullwill be fo fevere, 
forfo fmalla matter; nor yet the truth of it, for, 


1 


nay millions ofmen & womenare utterly undon 4 


i} 


ea 
poor finner, and raife him up out of his fall, convine. 
ceth the foul by hisSpiric,and tha wich full 8 migk ; 
ty evidence, thacit fhalldye for che leaft fin, & tell \ 


Gen, 20,3« Thou art bata dead man for this ; and| 
ifthe § piricfet on this, let who can claw itoft. Itell 


tor more certainly know and hear the fentence off, 
condemnation paft upon him by a mortal] inan|, 
then the guilty &inner doth his, by an immortal and , 

ere Pb. 


Lie The Scund Beleever,  . 16 
Vifpleafed God : and therefore thofe three, thou- 
land cry outy tts 2,37: Alen axd brethren,what 
all we dotobe faved 2? weare condemnedto dye, 
What fhal we do now tobe faved from death? Now| 
ne foulis glad co enquire of the Minifter,; Ob tell} 
ne what {hall Idoe 2 J.once thought my felt ina 
iife & good condition as any in the Townor Coun. 
ey Llived.in; sbut nowthe:Loid hathlet mehear 
f other newes; dye I muftin this eftate, ! and’ tis| 
wonderof mercies fam {pared alive to this day.| . 
‘here is nov onely fome blind feares and {iu spires : 
vac it may pollibly be fo, but: full: perfwations: of 
eart, dye] muft, dye] fhall inthis eftace; for if 
le Spititreweale fin, and convince not of death for 
a, thefoulunder this work of conviction being as | 
et rather fentiall chen fpiricwall, will make a shighe} 
ratter of it; when it {eesno fenfible danger. in: it; | 
at when ic feesthe bettomleffe pic before tr, ever- 
Afting fire beforeir, for theleaft fin, -now it{ees the 
ainousevill of fin; the way of fin chough never 
}) peaceable before, is falpat danact now, whereil 
i fees thereare endlefle woes aid everlafting deaths 
Bhatlye in wait for tt, Rom. 6,21. And new faith 
Ihe Spiric, you may go on in thefe finfull couries as 
hersdo,it you fee meet, bur O confider whac will 
e the end of them 3 what itistoenjoy thepleafures 
f fin fora feafon, and to! betormented :tor,ever 
or them in the conclufian, » for be aflured chae will 
ethe'end:: and hence the foul feeing infelfe chus 
t apart for'death, looks tpon it felfeim a farre 
rorfeeftace then the baritheafts, or wileft worme 
pon the earths for icthinkswhen they dye there ts 
nendof theit mifery; byt Oh thents the begin- 
ing of mine forever : hentealfoarife thofe fears 
f death’and of being fuddenlyi cut off, tharwhen | 
lyesdown; it trembles.toshink I may: never rife 
B 3 agains 
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- {the foul fees death, and therefore ftops: O pened 


| behold Tam vile, I amadead man : for ifa mar’ 
have any {trong arguments} given ‘him to confirax, 
‘3 
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~~ The Sound Beleever- 
againe, becaufe it’s convinced, not onely thatit de} 
ferves.co dye, but thatic isalready fentenced for ¢} 
dye : hencealfo the foul juftifies God, it he had cu, 
hitn off in his fin 5 and wonders whar kept hin 
from it,there being nothing elfe due from God unt|| 
it: hence laftly,the foul is topt and ftands ftill, goa) 
not on infin as before; er it it doth, the Lord gives | 
no peace, Jer.8,6. Why doth the horfe goon in th}! 
battel! 2 becaufe it fees not death before its but noy 


berthisall you that never could believe that you ar) 
dead condemned men,and therefore are never trou 
bled with any fuch thoughts in your minde; I te, 
you that you are far from conviction, and therefor, 
far from falyation: if God fhould fend fome fron 
the dead to bear witnefle againft this fecure work: 
concerning this truth, yer you will not believe it! 
for his mefiengersfent from heayenare not beliey:’ 
ed herein ; woe be toyou ifyouremain unconvin’ 
cecal thispoints: io tw Se po Uiosery eam 
But you will fay, how doth the Lordthus.con: 
yA 

"| 


| 


vince fin, and wherein is ic expreft 2: which is 
third particular, eS Hs pete 
_ Allknowledge of finisnot conviction of fin, al 
confeffion of finis notconviction; there isa con: 
viction meerely rational , whichis not fpirituall: 
there are three things in{pirituall conviction. |! 

There is a cleare, certaine, and manifeft light, {¢ 
that che foul fees its fin, and death dueto it clearly 
and certainly ; forfothe ward, Foh. 16.9, tréyaur 
fignifiesto @yidence a thing by way of argumenta- 
tion,nay demonftration; the Spirit fo demontftrates' 
thefe things that it hath nothing to objeét, a mans 
mouth is topped, he hathnothing to fay but this.’ 


 £ be Sound Beleever. 
tone objection ordoubt-; 
he is not fully as yer con- | 
be Stion by aclear fun-light 
fl cattersall dark objectiens, and hence our Saviour, 
Jude 1§. willone day convince the wicked of all 
‘heir bard peeches againft kim, which will chiefly 
Hoe done by ‘manifefting the evill of {uch wayes, and’ 
faking away all chofe colours 8 defences men have 
nade for their Janguage- by 


ger | efore the Spiric of Chrift 
comes, mancannot fee, Wi 


ese 


{not fee his fin for pun 
{hment; nay, be hath many things to fay for him- : 
elf as excufesand extennations of fins One faith, ag 
Hr wasdrawn untoit, (the woman that thow gaveft : 
mee yand fo laics the blame onothers- Another faith, 
Ait is my nature}. others fay, Allare inners, the god- 
} ke aswell as others; and yet are faved at laitjand 
Ho J hopefhall 1: Ochets profeffe chey cannot part 

with fin, they would be better, but hey catinot,and 
God requires no more then they are able to pere 
sorme ; Anotherfaich, I will continue infin but a 
little while, and purpofe hereafter toleaye it; Others} 
fay,weare finners,but yet God is mercifulland will}, 
Horgive ic; Another faith, Though I have finned, 
Ieee Lhave fome good, and am Uot fo bad as other 
men; endlefs are thefe excufes for tin. In one word, 
J know no man, though never fo bad, though hisfin 
be never fo grievous, but hee hach fomething to lay 
for himfelfe, and fomething in his mindeto leffen 
andextenuatefin 3 but yeloved, when the Spirit : 
comestoconyince, he foconvincethas that he ant. . 
| wers allthefe, pulls downall thefe fences, teares 0 
I ali thele fig-leaves, {caters all chefe inifts, and pulls 
off all thefe {cales from the cycsy {tops a mars 
mouth, that the foul hands before God, etying, O 
Lord, guilty, guilty 5 asthe Prophet Jeremy rold 
them, le7,2,2 3b) a thou fay, 1 am innocent ? : 


‘loobe 


"19 he Sonnd Belerwer, 


loeke pon thy way, ec, {othe Spiric {aich, Va 
thou fay thy finis (mall ? it is difabedience, (a 


mucl laid to Saul, ¥ Sam.x §.23.) whichisrebel 
on, aird as the jin of Witcheraft,and is that a {mal 
| matter? the Spirit of conviction by the cleare evis |! 
| dence of the truth, binds the underftanding that it}, 
cannot ftrugele againft God any more, aiid heice ||} 
letalithe world plead tothe contrary , hay Jett 
godly come to comfort chem in this eftate; & thi 
and {peake wellofthem; yet they cannot belic 
then becaufe.chey are cercain their eftates are w 
tull hence alfo we fhall obférve the (oul under con- 
viction, in lead of exctifing fin, it aggrayates fin, |) 
and ftudies to aggravate fin, did ever any deale thus |) 
wickedly, walk thisGnflly, fo long againft fo ma-| 
ny checks and chidings, lightand love, meanesar. 
mercies, as} havedone ? And it is wonderfull 
obferve that thofe things which made'it once a 
count fin light, make it therefore to think fia grea 
‘|e. gro my lin islitte, the more unkind thoti, (fai 
che Spitic) that wilt not doe a {mall ugatter for t 
| Lord + my fin iscommon; the more finfill the 
chat in tholethings whereinall the world rife- up. 
armsagain{t God, chou joyneft with them? 
{pares me after fin, the greater is thy fin therefor 
thatthou haft continued fo long in, againft a 
fo pitifullto thee, the deareft fing are how the vile 
fins, becaufé chuigeh they were moft fweetto him 
yet the Spiric conyinceth him , they “were there-} ; 
fore the more grievous unto the foule of God’ you} | 
poore creatures may now hide, and colour, : 
excufe your fins before men, but when the L. 
comes to convince, ‘yeu cannot lye hid ‘then you 
sonfciences (when fefus Chrift the Lord comes 
convince) fhall not be like she Steward in the Got 
pellthat fet down $0, for. 100, |, no, the Lord w 
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Lt mone me - : — 
f tee i’ to bring in’a true and cleare account at thary ° 
Thdre 2 feall lightin fpiritual] conyiétion, ra-| 
tional Conviction makes things appear notionally, 

but {pirituall conyiction,really : the Spirit indeed t=} 
(ech argumentation in'conviétion, but ir goeth fur- 
Sekar cadjfech che foultiot Onely to fee fin & death] 
difeurfively, bucalfo intuitively and téally’ reafon| 
can fee and difcourle about words 2 nd propofitions, 

and behold things’ by repore, & to dedu one'thing | 
from another, butthe Spirit miakesa-mian fee the} 

Ue dsrein later ‘really wrapt up'in théle words -} 
the Spirit brings {pirituall things as well a3 notions} 


ocforéa manseye., the light of the Spirit is like: the 

Bight of the Sun, ie makesall things appear as they}, 
Inte, Joh3.20.21, ltwas Ferufalems milery, fhe} 
Pheardthe words-of Chrift; and they were'nor hid | 


from them, but the things of her peace faut up in| 
Fhoféwordswere hid from her eves, Difcourfe with 
many @ mat about his fia and'mifery, ‘he will grant 
ill that you fay, and he is convinced, ‘and ‘his eftate | 
ssmoft werceched, are et tl lives in'all mariner ot | 
in; whacisthereaton ofic’? truly hefeeshivfinon-| — .~_} 
'y by difeourle, but he doth'nior, nay cantor fee the} > >. 
shing fin, death; wrath’of God ; uftill theSpirit} | 
come ;' whieh ‘onely conviticech or fheweththarre-| 
hilly: -A man willnot be afraid of a Lyon when ie} 
iis paincéd onely upona wall why ? becabfethere-} 
yn he' doth net tee the Living: Lyon: 2. whet Ree {ses } 
chat, hetrembles. So'men Kear of finjandtatk' of} 
Jin anddeath, and fay they’ are’naof{timiferable’ in | 
Ieegardof both’; yee their: hearts trenibleot; “are 
Hot amazed at chefe evils » becauile hiv isnot feeiie 
Pilive, ‘death is not prefented alive ‘before’ then, 
Iwhichisdone by the’ Spirit of coi viction orily, re- 
Wealing thefe really tothe foul: and hence itis thae| 
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many menés feeing fee wot, How can that be?thus, | 
in {eeing things notionally, they fee them not really, | 
And hen¢e many that know moft of fiane, know |’ 
eaft of fin, becaufe in feeing irnotionally, they fee it |’ 
not really. And therefore happy wete it for fome/ 
men, Schollers and others,thatthey had nonotion- |’ 
all knowledge of fin, forthiséighe is their darkueffe, | 
and makes them more uncapable of {pirituall con- | 
viction: the firftact of {pirituall conyiction is to |’ 
lee a man fee clearly that he is Ginfull and moft mi- |’ 
ferable ; the fecond act is to let the foul {ce really | 
whatthisfin and deathis, O confider of this many | 
of you knew that you are finfull, and that you fhall ’ 
dye: but doft chou know whatfinis, and what it is! 
to dye? If thondidft, I dare fay thy heart would: 
finke ; ifthou doft not,thou arca condemned man, | 
becaufe not yet a conyinced man, If you here ask, 
how the Lord makes fin reall ?. I anfwer. By mak-} 
ing God reall: the reall greatneffe of fin isfeen by} 
beholding really the greatnefle of God who is {mit-}_ 
ten by fin; fin isnot feen becaufe God isnot fen.) 
ohn 3,¢p.u.1. Hethat dothevill hath not fen} 
God. Noknowledge of God isthe caufewhy blocd|’ 
toucheth blood : the Spirit caftsoutall other com-| 
pany ofvaine and foolifh thoughts, andthen God| 
comes inand appears immediately to the foul in his} 
greatnefle and glory, and then the Spirit faith, Lo, 
thisisthat God thy fins have provoked. And now |, 
fin appears asit is,and together with this reall fight} 
of fin, the foul doth not {ee painted fire, butfeesthe} 
fire of Gods wrath really, whither now itis leading, | 
thar never can be. quenfhe but by Chriftsblood ¢| 
and when the Spirit hath thus convinced , now a/ 
man beginsto {ee his madnefle and folly in times), 
patt,faying, I knownot what J did, And hence} 
queftions, Can the Lord pardon fucha wretchas I, | 


Lhe Sound Beleever. 
|wholefins are fo great ? Hence alfo the heare be. 
ginstobeaftected with fin and death, becaufe ir 
| {ees chem now as they are indeed, and not by report 
\onely. A man accounts ic 4 matcer of nothing to 
{tread upon 2 worm, wherein there is nothing feen 
|| worthy either to beloved or feared; and hence a 
mans heart isnotafte Ged with it: before the Spirit 
| of conyiction comes, Ged is more vilein mans eye 
\ then any worme ; as Chrift faid in another cafe of 
himfelfe, Pfalm 22. lam a worme and no man; 
| fo may the Lord complain, J am vilerinfircha ones} 
| eyes then any worme, andno God : and hence a 
man makesit 2 matter of noching to tread upon the 
glorious Majelty of God, and hence is not affected 
| wichit; but when God is feen by the Spiritof con- |. 
| viction, inhisgreacglory 5 then as heis great, fia.is 
feen great; as his glory affects and aftonifheth the 
| foul, fo fin affets the heart. ¥ cath tots 
|. There isa conftant light; the foulefeesfinand| 3; 
death continually before it-; Gods arromes Stick, | 
| faff inthe foul , and:cannotbe plucke our; CALy | Pial.51, 
‘finn ts ever before me, {aid David, (in his renew-| 3 
ing of the work of converlion.) For m effectuall 
{ conviction, the mine ie not only bound to fee the 
-\mifery lying upon is, but itis held bound : it isfuch 
1a Sunlightas never can be quenched, chough it may 
'|beclouded.. Whenthe Spirit of Chrift darts inany 
lightto fee fin,the foul wotlld turn away from look- 
| ing upen it, would not hear on that eare;Felix-ike. 
But the Spirit of Conviction fent to make thorough 
| work on the hearts ofall the Elect , followes them, 
| meetsthemat every turn, forceth themtofee and 
_| remember what they have done,the leaft fin now is 
_\like amoath in theeye, itsever troubling; Thofe 
 lgaftly, dreadfull objeéts offin, death, wrath, being 
> | prefented by the Spirit nearuntothe foud, fix the eye 
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to faftenhere§ they that can caft off at their pleafure ||! 
the remembrance and thoughts of fin & deach, he-||" 
yer proye found, untill the’Lord doth make them|]}’ 
{tay their i Ning tba de on whaz they ||’ 
have done, aha'whither they are going. And hence||’ 
the foul in lying down, rifing'up;lyes downand ri-|| 
fesup with perpexed thoughts; ~ What will become}! 
of me? The Lord fometimes keepesit waking 10} | 
the nightfeafon, when others ate afleep, and then||’ 
"cis haunted with thofe: thoughts, ic cannot fleep ; |!’ 
iclooks back upon every-day and week, Sabbath, |! 
Sermon, Prayer, {peeches, and thinks all'this day, |" 
this week, &c. the goodnefle: of the Lord and his} 
patience to'a wretch hath beene continued, bur my |! 
fins alfoare continued ;’ J fin'inall ['doe; ‘inall my 
prayers, ‘inallIthink, thefame heart remiains fill |’ 
nothumbled, not'yet changed, peepee | 

And henee you fhall-obferve, that word: which} ‘ 
difcovered fin at firlt to it; it never goes out of the i 
mind ; I think faith the foul I fhall neverforget fuch 4 
aman,nor fucha truth. Heicealfoif the foul grow] 
light and careleffe at fome'time,- and cafts off the] 
thoughts of thefe chingsthe Spirit recurnsagain,and 
fallsa reafoning with the foul, Why haft thou done} | 
this ? what hurt hath the Lord done thee 2 -will, : 
therenever beanend ? haftnot thou gone on long] . 
enough in thy leud courfes apainft God, bie that} ' 
thou fhouldft ftill adde unto the heap? haft-thou} ' 
notwrath enough upon thee already? how foone| | 
may the Lord ftop thy breath?and then thou knowel | 
eft thou hadft better never to haye been born ; was] | 
there ever ainy chat thus refifted grace; thar thusad-| 


| ventured.upon the {word point ?.haft ‘chet but one 


friend, a'patient, long-faffering God; tharhath left 
thy con{cience’ without ‘excufe long apoe, and || 
therefore could. haye cut. thee off, and doft thon 
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Ithusforfake him, thus abufehim ? This the Spirit 
|followes ¢ and herice the foul comes‘to {ome mea- 
{ure,of conteflion of fit 2:0 Lord, ‘Ihave done 
{exceeding wickedly, 1° have beene worfe then the 
horfe thactufheth intothe bartell, becaufe it fees 
| “tpueeinaselle but Lhave feene death before 
“me inthele wayes, and yetgo on, and ftill fin, and} 
‘cannot but fin Behold me, Lord,:for I'am Very 
vile, When thus the Spirit hach let into the foule a 
cleare, reall, conftane light,to fee fin and death, now | 
there is’a thorow conviction. He iy wed? 
But you will fay,. In what meafuredoththe Spi- 
} ric communicate thislight2 | bad, 03 
 [thall therefore op-n the fourth particular, vez, 
‘Themealure of {piriuall conviction in all the E- 
lect, véz. So much conviction of fin as may 
bring inand work compundtion for fin, fo much 
| Gghtof fin as may bring in fenfe of fin, fo much js} 
neceflaryand no more. Every one hath not the 
fame. m<eafure of conviction, yet allthe Elect haye 
-and mutft haye fo much foro much conviction is 
neceflary as may ateaine the end of conviction. 
Now the fixss proximus, or next end of convicti- 
-on inthe Elect is compunétion or fenfe of fin; for 
what good can it doeuntothem to fee fin, and not 
to be affected with it? what greater merey doth 
the Lord fhewto the Elect therein , then unto the 
Devillsand Reprobates who ftand convinced, and 
know they are wicked & condemned, but yet their 
hearts altogether unaffested with any true remorfe 
forfin ? Adie eye faith Jeremy affetteth my heart. 
The Lord opens the ears of histo inftruction , that 
he might humble. Some think that thereis no tho- 
row conviction; without fome aftection, Idare not 
fay fo, nor will Inow difpuce whether there is not 
fomeching in the nature:and effence of that con- 
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f his; but youthat walk up & | 

dconfciences, and know your: 

(tates are miferable and finfull, and that you perith, 
\it you dye in that condition, and yet have no fenie, 
nor feeling, no ferrow nor affliction of {pitic for 
\thole evils, Ite Jithee the very devilsare in tome re 
|fpeéts nearer the Kingdome of God then you be,’ 
| who fee, & feel,and tremble ; wo, spies 4 
that live under convicting Minifteries, whem the; 
wordoftenhits ; andthe Lord by the, Spirit often, 
| meets, andthey hearand know their fins are many, 
their eftates bad, and that iniquity will be their rue) 
| jne,ifthus they continue; yetall Gods lightis with) 
out heat; and itis butthe fhining of icupon rocks,: 
land cold ftones; they are frozen in their dregs 3 
|beitknownto you, you haye net one dropof that 
«lconyistion which begins falvation, Before I paffe 
from thisto the fecond work af compunction, Ieti 
me make a word of application, oie 
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| then let'all che Minifters of Chrift co-work with | 
Chrift,and begin wichtheir people here; bee faith- 

full Witncflesunto Gods truth, and give warning 
‘to this fecure world, that the fentence of death is 


\che Lords word to //aéah, L{4.58.2. andiellthem 
their fia; Thole Beeswe calldrones that have loft]. 
theirfting. Whenthe falt of the earth (the Mini- 

| ters of Chrift; A4at, 5.) have loft their acrimony 
| and fharpneffe, or faltnefle, what ts st Good for but 


|rupt by hearing fuch Doctrines onely , as never 
) |fearch, Whenthe Lord inflicted a grievous curfe 


unto Chri@ in this or any other work for Chrifts 


-| work,gather in his feattered fheep,whoare in great 
| multitudes throughout che Kingdom {catered from 


| ~The Sonnd Beleever. | 
If the Spirit begins thus with conviction of fin, 


paft, and thecurfe of God lycsupon every man for 
cheleaft fin; Lift up thy vojce like a Trumpet was 


to be caft oxt ? ourhearers will putrifie and cor- 


upon the people, Ezek, 3,26. the Lord made Exe- 
ksel dumb that he fhould not bea reproyer to thent, 


} | What wasthe lamentation of Jeremy 2 thy Pro- 
phets have feen vain and fooli/h things i thee, & 


have net diftoveredthine iniquity § how would 
you have the Lord Jefus by his Spirit to convince 
men ? mutt it net be by hisword ? verily you keep 


{ the Spirit of Chrift from falling down uponthe peo 


ple, if you refufe to endeavour to convince the peo- 
ple by your word, Other doctrines are {weet and 
neeeflary ; butthisis inthe firlt place moft necefla- 
rye Bewareofperfonating, beware of bitternefte 
and paffien, butoh convince witha {pirit of power 
and compaffion; and he that fhall be inftrumentall 


fake, unto him the Lord will be the principallagent, 
& by hin wilfattain hisown ends, finifh his great 


him ; ifonce they be throughly convinced that they 
are utterly loft, and gone out of the way, 


\ 


May! 


26 


1 Lam. 2, 
14, 


Proy,f. 
22 


oe ae + ORL 
1 ee 


The. Sound: Belecuer. — 
May notthis alfo be fad reproof: andt 
| chem chat ftand it oucagainftall means of cot 
|.on, and willnot{eetheir fin, nor believe che feartull 
| wrath ofGod due sothem for fn; net aman {carce 

‘can be found, that will come to this conclufion 5:1} 
ama Gnfull man and therefore Iam a dead, :] ama} 
‘condemned man », but like wild beafts flye from}; 
their purfuers into their holes,and thickets, 8 dens, |! 
~ Vtheir Gntull extenuations, excules, and apologies for} 

| fin, and forthemfelyes, and if they be. hunted this}! 


| 
cher,and foand out there,then they refift, and article}! 
againtt chat crutch which troubles thems They flate\' 
tert hemfelvesin their own eyes untill their. inten 
| Quittes. be found moft hateful Many aman ail 
| likes thetext, the ufe, efpecially the long ufe wherein) 

his fin.is toucht, and his conicience toft; efpecial- 
{ly if ic be bis darling fin; his Herodtas , his Rime" 
mon, elpecially » if withall he chinks that the Minis 
(ter means him, he will nor fee icnor confefleic; e+! 


(pecially, if he appreheridshe fhall lofe his sce 
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ot his ilver /hrines and profit by 1¢; he willnoe 
| his fin, thar hee may not be! troubled in confcience! 
for his fin, chat {o he may.not be forced to confeffe' 
and forlake his fin, and condemn himfelfe for x bes! 
fore Ged and men. O Lord, I mourm that I can 
| {carcemeect witha man thateither cares tobe, or’ 
will be convinced; burhathfontething alway to fay’ 
| tor himflelfe, their fins are not- fo great, they are not’ 
(o bad,, but haye fome good, -and therefore ' haye'® 
fome hope; and if God: be merciful, it isno great! 
matter though they be exceeding finfull, or fome' 
{ {uch thing ; their mouthesarenot {topped to fay no- 
| thing forthemfeives, butguilty. There's leffe cone’ 
_jviction intheworldinthis age, then manyarea-' 
j ware of, For I believe that alithe powers of hell | 
confpiretagether co blinde mens cyes and darken‘ 
By Bie: mens! 
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ens mindesin this great work of Chrift : Princéi- | 
i is policy to ftop Chriftin his entrance, 
chisfirlt ftroakuponchefoul; butoh! litle doe 
‘ou think what you doe herein, and what woe you 
york toyoutr felves hereby; doft thou ftifle and) 
Jefiftthe firit breathings of Chritts Spirit, when hee 
Tomes to fave thee ? what hurt wiilit bee to Know 
te worlt of thy condition, now when there is hope 
ereby of comming eutof it; who muft elfe one 
ay {ee all thy fins ## onder before thee tothy eternal 
nguifh and terrour ? ?fa.50,21, When the Lord 
hall fay totheeasunto Dives , Remember in thy 
ife time then hadjt thy good things, remember 
Jucha time, fucha place, iucha fin ; which then you 
vould norfee. But now thou fhalefee what it 1s to 
trike an infinite God. Remember thou watt fore | . 
yarned ef wrath to come, but thou wouldeft not |’. 
helceve thy felfaccurfed, that fo thou mightert have 
elt thy need of him that was made a curfe to blefie 
hee ; andtherefore feel itnow : oh you will with 
henthat you had known this evil é that your day. 
}) What doft thou talk of grace ? thou thinkeft thou 
raftgrace, when as thou haft not the firft begin- 
ubg, nay, not the moft remote preparation foritin 
his work of conviction;what fhould we do for fuch 
asthete, but with Jeremy, Ler. 13.17. Lf you wil 
not hear my fonl{pall weep in fecret for y our pride ? 
_ Oh be perfwaded therefore toremember your 
ns paft, and to confider of your wayes now, All 
che prophaneneffe of thy heart, and lite, all the vani- 
xy Of thy youth, Ecclef,1t,9. ali your {ceret fins, 
all your finnes againftlight and fove, cheeks and 
vowes; all that time wherein thou didft nothing 
Ife buthive in fin ; thus Gods people haye done, E- 
zek, 6,9, thusall the Elec fhall doe ; oh confider 
‘the Lord eisai all,and that with grief of 
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~ heart againtt thee, becanie thou forgertelt 


Hof, 2, 7. Hethat numbers thy haires, anc 
{parrowschat fall sumbers much more thy: 


| fallfrom thee they arewritcen down iahis 


book. They are nottifles, for he mindesnotte 


_'|the books muft bee opened, oh reskon now, 


have yettime tocallthemto minde, which it a 


‘| be fhall not continue long; it is the Lords ct 


| wifh IT had confidered of my wayes intime 


I. Help, 


| mongers, which grow common; for all fecret 


} thatthe Lord fhould fearch you and convince 


| ken unto thee, then examine thy felfe when thor, 


plaint, Jer. 8. 6, ofa wicked gencration, tha 

could heave wo max [ay,What have I done? V 

sow your felves, (asthe wordis, Zeph,2, 1.) Of 
ple wet worthy to be beloved, I pronounce unto you 
from the eteriall God, that ere long the Lord will) 
{earch ous Jery{alem with candles, hee will comt 
witha {word in his hand co fearch for all (ecure fin’ 
nersincity & countrey, unleffe you awaken; he wil 
make inquifition for blood, for oathes, for wig 


we ate frozenup in; Ohbe willing, be but wil 


now-in thiseyening time of the day, before 
night come, wherein it will be tao late to Lays 


t 


a, 


all fines, none can {fo hardly ftand with uprigl 
nefle , as a fecret unwillingneffe to feeand ee 
viriced of fin, Joh, 3, 20,21. The helps and mear 
for attaining hereunto arethefe. ee 
Bring thy foule to the light, defirethe Lordi 
ptayeras Job did, What I fee not, O Lord, fhe 
me, Fob, 24, 32, Set theglatle of GodsLaw be. 
forethee, lookeup inthe Miniftery of the Wor; 
unto the Lord, and fay, O Lord {earch me : the Sui 
of this holy Word difeovers motes ? on the Sab. 
bath day'attend to all that which is {poken, as {po 


haft leilure, When David fay (P/alz2 19) hoy 


\ 
if 


a pen 
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pore the Law was, he ctyes out, Who knawes his : 
errours 2 rine d aida | 
. Lookupon every conviction of thy con{cience 
forfin , as an arreft and warning given from the 
Lordhimfelte; for fometimesthe Word hits, and 
con(cience ftartles, and faith, This is my finne, my 
condition; yethow ufuallit is then for a manto put. 
a merry faceupon a foul con{cience ? how oft doe 
men think this is but the word of a man who hath 
a latitude given him of reproving finin the Pulpit, 
and we mutt give way tothem therein ? or elfe their 
hearts rifeand {well again{t the man and word al- 
fo; and why is itthus? becaufe he thinks itis man 
only that {peakes; whereas did hee fee 8 belieye that 
Ithigwas a {troke, a warning an arreft, a check from 
the omnipotent God, would he then grapple think 
you with him ? would it paffe lightly by him then? 
V Vhen E& heard Samuel denounced fad things 
Jagainft his houle, Jt athe Lord faid Eli, 1 Sam, 
3.18. when Paml faw Jefus fpeaking, Why per= 
fecuteft then me? Aits 9, he fallsdownattonifh- 


ser : An arreft in the Kings name comes with 
authority, and awes the heartof the mah in debt. 

oe not judge of finne by any other rule, but 
1s God judgeth of itaccording to the rule of the 
Word by which all mens wayes fhallbe judged 
at thelaftday, What made Saal, 1 Sam. 15. ex- 
enuate his fin to Samuel ? he judged notof itasthe 
Lord in his Word did: for had he donefo,he would 
iave feene difebedienceto acommand as bad as 
vetchcraft,as Samuel toldhim; which alfo made 
tis proud heart fink, & fay, J have finned :remem- 
ser for this end thefe Scriptures, Rom. t.13,Rov,2, 
). Rom.6,23. Gal, 3.to, by whichthou, may ft fee, 
sicher I muft dye, (in the ftare J am) or God him- 
} : -. 2 felf 
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Wed, and dares nor kick ‘againft the pricks any long: | 


30 
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felf muttlie. Remember that an ax gry loo 
Vie ore word is murder in Gods account; a wantoneye 

2 Cot. 5 unchaft thought is Adultery before a holy Ge 
10, _ | before whofe Tribunal chou muft give an account |) 

- | of every vainthonght and word, And therefore do}; 
not judge of fin bythe prefent pleafure,gaine, ho-}; 
nour, oreafe in it; forthisis a falfe rule 3 AZ, 
forfock the pleafures of finfor a feafon, Heb. 1 
2§, Nor yet by not tecling any punifhment for. 
for Ged referves wrath, Naham, 1, 2, tillthe day}! 
{of reckoning; Nor yet Sy the efteem that others}, 
generally fave of it, whomake no more of wound. }i 


F 


‘ 
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nor murther as yec ; thar is notthe queftion, but haft » 
thou had any one vainthoughtin prayer 2 haft thou: 
| heard one Sermonunprofttably ? haft thou finned? ' 
then know God fpared not the Augelsthar finned, 
and aie wilt thou efcape, unleffethe Lord dye for 
thee? 


or 
Nor yet laftly judge of itby thy own opini- ' 
‘|on of God, éa thinking God ts like unto thee, that ' 


asthou makeft light of 1r,fo he maketh lefle : Pfal. 
50.21. Oh take‘heed of judging theeyill of fin’ 
by any of thefe rules ; Oh remember all men are , 
apt to thinke of themfelves better then they are; ' 
Are we alfo blind? fay the Pharifees : take heed 
chat by judging of finne by thefe falfe rules, you des’ 
ceive not yout felyes, cae ae A 

Let this kftly, be aufe of thankfulneffe, to all 
thofe whofe eyes the Lord hath openedto fee, and’ 
{o convincing you of your fins. When Davéd was' 
going inthe heat of his Spirit to kill Wabal,and A. 

Te A bagail' 


fly: 
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bagail methim and ftopthim, what faid he? Ob 

bli ffed bethe Lord for thy counfell; fo when thea | 1 Sam, 

wertgoing oninthe heatand puriuit of thy fin, to- ) 25.32, 

watd eternall death ; thar the Lord fhould now | 33, ~ 

meetthee in thy way,and convince thee of thy fol- : 

i pyand fo ftopthee,what a world of fin elfe wouldft 
houhave committed, how vile wouldft chou have 

bin? Ohitay therefore, Blefled be that Minifter of 

he Lord, and bleffed for ever be the name of the 

Lord that gave me thaccountell, Icis faid, Chrift 

will fend che Comforter toconvince of finne ; isita 

comfortable thing to fee fin? yes, itfhallone day | 7° 

be matter of unfpeakable comfort to you that ever 

lyou fawtin; that ever he fhewed thee thatmyfte- 

cy of iniquity in thy heake and life, thofe arcana. 

Vmperis ,thole fecrets ofthe power and dominion aaa 

fn over thee: Thoufhalt nut hate, but rveprovethy Levit. 

brother. Ifthe Lord (hould fecretly keepe thy fia | 19.17» 

slowing in his owne bofome againft thee, and ne- 

wer reprove thee for it, nor convince thee of it; no 

greater figne of Gods everlafting hatred againit 

chee, Ohitis infinite love chat he hath called thee 

afide and dealt plainly and fectetly with thee, and 

willyounot be thankful for this ? The Lord mighe 

have left thee in thy brutifh eftace, and never made 

known thy latter end; never have told thee cf thy 

fin fe fete before ae Vea | i 

 Iemay be you will fay, If [fei my t0,anc were | Oh ‘cét. 

deeply humbled for ws 1 could then be chankt‘ull Objeth 
chatever [ fawit; whatisitcoleefin? 

This is a fayour the Lord fhewes not to.allman- | 4zf», 

ind, many hayenomeanes tobring them to the ' 

knowledge of it, and thofe that have, yetare fmiccen 

witha deep fleep underthofe means that they know 

‘not when deathisat their doores , not what finne 

means ; & thisit may be isthe condition of fome of 


we c 3 thy | 


chy poor friends and acquaintance, that th 
(trange that chou runneft not with them in} 


way apthey does 2 io5. Ta a@a i 
_ Suppofe fome Reprobates doe fee fin, y 


Lord putsa: peepee in that work of conyictioy, 
upen thee, which makes thee cry toheaven for 7 


Spirit of brokennefle for fin; which without thi} 
fight ot fin, thou wouldtt never fo muchas have de} 
fired; andthistheyhaveno, © ~~ eH 
However , Conyiction is a work of the Spirit! 
though it {heuld be but common; and wile | no, 
| thou be thankfull for common mercy, fappofe ib 
outward ? how much more for this tharis {pirituall 
thoughit fhould be common 2 e!pecially confider 
ing that it js the firft fundamentall work of the S pil 
rit, and is feminally all, Senfe of fin begins here,anc 
ari(cth hence 5 as ignorance of fin is feminally a} 
fin Remember thatthe difcoyery of Faves inthe 
Vault, wasthe preferyation of England; weulet 
remember theday and houre of the beginning 0: 
forme greatand notabledeliverance ; Oh reme n: 
ber this time wherein the loye of Chrift fir brake: 
out in convincing thee of thy fin,who elfe had{t cer-| 
teinly perifhed init: And thus much of this firft: 
work of Conviction; now the fecond fellowes; 
Com purr dtioncs: stele task aaah aad a 
Fijicatk Ace ANd pr eee a 

Lhe fecond AG of Chrifts power , in working 

. Compunttion or fenfe Ga) RN ean 8 
Om punStion pricking at the heart, or fenfe 

. sand feeling of fin, is different from conyicti-, 
ton of fins the latter is che work of the underftand-: 
ing, aud feated in that principally; the-other is in 
the afte Ctions and will,and feated therein Principal-| 
ly : aman may haye fight of fin, without was 
4 : ene | 
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Ponte of it, Daa 5.22¢ with 20. 21. Lames 1424, 


2om.'2,20,21, Yet that conviction whichthe Spi- 
it works in the Hlect is ever accompanied with 
J ompunétion, firft or lat. For the berrer unfolding 
nis point, let me open thele four thingstoyou, 
“4, That com punction or fente of fin immed}- | 
tely followes conviction: of finne in the day of 
thrifts power. 2, The neceffity of this: work to 

acceedtheother, 3° Wherein it con mts st otity ys) | 


4, The mieafure of itinallithe Elect, 

That eompun Bion followcs conviction, is evident 
com Scripture and Reafon, Aths 2. 37." When 
hey heardthis, thatisy when they faw andiwere | 
onvineed of their inne in’crucifying the! Lord of 
Life, which they did not imagine to be afinbe-_ 
ste, what followes next? it js {aid They ‘wore 
ricked at the beart, Lo, here ig compunctions E- 
bram alfoin turning untoGéd, Jer. 31:19. hath 
hele words, 2After that L was inftvuttedy t {mote 
pon may thigh; (as men in great.calamity beialien 
Kem ufeto doe) was ajhaned, evenconfounaca, 
pecaufe I did bear the reproach of my youth,’ The 
ncn of Ngveveh hearing by the Propherthey were: 
I llcocdie within forty dayes, it is faid; they heleewed (Lonah,3. |) 
Nood, (inthe work of cofiviction) andthen they fell 
6 (ack-cloth and alhes (nithework of co mpuncti- 
| mn) which did immediately follow; Folia, aC hn. 
W34.27, 0 his renewed return into God) afters hee 
Heard the wordsof the Law, hes heart melted; and 
Vie wept before the Lord. Bor whatis theen@otcon- 
ision? is it no-Compunction ? for ifthe Lord’ 
Vhould Jetaman fee hisfin; arid ‘deathfor fin, -abd 
Iyer fuffer che heart to remainhard and unaflected, 
Ihe Lord did but leavethim seitioud excules Hay >, 
| che Lord fhould butleave him under great miterys: 
& undera more ie ronan te fora man: 
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tofeeand know his fin, and yet unaffeéted with i; 
and hardned under it, hardnefs of heart isoneofth, 
greatelt judgements :to fee fin and not to be affed, 
-ed with it, argues greater hardnefle, For it ig 1; 
wonder if chey thac-fee not and know not fin; tt 
main fenfeleffe of fin; alas ! they know not whh 
they doe; buefora mantobeenlightned, and {i 
hisfin, and yet unaffected : Lord, how great is thi 
hardneffe, and how unex cufable will fuch a man U 
left before God, when the Lord fhallreckon wil) 
him for his hardneffe of heart! What istheend& 
that light the Lord lets into the underftanding ing 
ther things ? is it not thatthereby the heart mig): 
be afteCted throughly wich it 2, Why doth the Lot 
let in the light of the knowledge of Chrift and of ki 
will? Is it that chis knowledge fhould like fror 
Hoatin the underftanding,and be imprifoned there 
No verily, but that the heart might. be through! 
and deeply affected therewith, Anddoe you chin: 
the Lord will in the light of conviétion imprifon | 
upinthe minde? is therenot a further end that bi 
chislighethe heart might be deeply affeéted wit! 
fin ? if any fay that the end ot conyiétion is t 
drivethe foulto Chrift, J] tant thatis the remot. 
and laft.end of it, but the next end is compun Gtior 
For if the underftanding be convinced of mifery. 
and the heart remain hard, the minde:may fee. ity 
deed that righteoufneffe and life‘only is to be hadi’ 
Chrift; yet the heart remaining hard, the willan: 
affections will never ftir toward Chrift, its impe: 
ffible a hard heart remaining {uch ~holly unaffeet: 
ed with fin or mifery, fhould be tru,y affected wit! 
JefusChrifts butofthismore hereafter, 
What neceffity is there of this compunction, t! 
fucceed conviction, 1 {peake now of neceffityi: 
Way of ordinary difpenfation, norof Gods lua! 
and 
Re 
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dneither Law nor Golpel (as ordinarily he doth ) to 
4workby. Many have been nibling lately atthis do~- 
i ctrine,and demanded, What need isthere of for- 
‘cow and compuncion of heart A man may be 


wee ee ee ee ee 


~ ee a Se — a — So — ee ee 


leffe need ofaxes to hew them 3 fome mens forrow 


The Sound Beleever. % 


andextraordinary way of working, where heufeth | 


i 
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converted only by the Gofpel, and G od may let in 
(weetnefle and joy without any Jen{e of firy or mi- 
fery, and in my experience I have found it 10; e- 
thers godly and gracious alfo feel it fo ¢ why there- 
fore do any preffe{uch a neceffity of comming !n | 
by this back door unto Chrift ? This point] con- 
ceiveisvery weighty,and much danger in denying 
‘the truth of ic; yet withall, there needs muchten- 
dernefle in handling of it, left any flumble; and 
therefore before 1 lay down the reafons to fhew the 
neceflity of it: give me leave to propound thele rules 
bother the cleeging of the point, & an! wering fun- 
“dry objeGtions ulually abautthispoint.. 
Inthis work of compun ction, donor think that 
bapa hath not wrought any true fenfe of fin, 
| becaufe you finde it not in fuch a meafure as you 
imagine you fhould defire to have, and that others 
feels fenfe of finadmitsdegrees, I doubr not but 
Fofephs brethren were humbled, yet.Jofeph mu ft 
be more, he muft be caftinto the ditch, and intothe 
prifon, & the tron yuh exter not only into his legs, 
bucintohis fowl, Pfal,105.18. He mutt be more 
afflicted in fpirit, becanfe he was to dee greater 
work for God, and was to be railed up higher then 
the reft,& therefore did need the more ballaft; fome 
are educated more civilly then others, ; and thereby 
| have contracted leffe guilt and ftoutnefle of heart a- 
gaintt God and his wayes, therefore thefe have not 


| {uch caufe of trouble ; and being lefle rugged, have 
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breaks in uponthem more fuddenly, like ftorms 
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and breaches of the Sea, and the Lord is refolyed to |’ 
| haften and finith his work in them more {pedily, |’ 
and it may be more exemplarily ; (for every Chri. }! 
{tian is nota fair copy) asin thole, Afts 2, 37. In| 
others their forrowestoak in by degtees, Gutta ca || 
vat lapidem, the Lord empties them. by coninuall ! 
droppings, and hence feel not that meafureof fore | 
row that others dee ¢ every Chriftian'isnot a He~ 4 
man, Pfal, 88. who faffers diftratting feares and | 
| ferrous from his youth up, ver. t 5. who is afflzt= i 
ed with allGods Wayes, yet 7. for hee was a2 man |’ 
of exceeding high parts and elfts, as you may fee, ||; 
1 Keng, 4,31. and therefore the Lord had need of} 
hanging fome {peciall plumimets on his heart to{! 
keepe it ever low, left it fhould belifted upabove|’ 
mealure. Some fenfe of fin the Lord will work in|! 
all hee faves, but notthe fame meafure ; the Lord j 
gives notalway unto his,that which is good init (elf | ( 
(its good I confeffe to be deeply affected and hum i 
pie) but that which is fit, aid therefore belt for | 
enee, > 
Doe not think there is no compunction or fenfe | " 
of finne wrought in the foul, becaufe you cannot } 
focleerly difcern and feel it, nor the time of the P: 
working and firft beginning of it. I haveknown q 
many that have come with complaints , they} 
wereneyer humbled, they never fele it fo, nor yet}! | 
could tell the time when it was fo , yet there hath}; 
been & many timesthey have'feen it by the help of” 
others fpectacles, and bleft'God for it,” When they} 


in fay, 63.17. complained, Lord why halt tho ‘4 
hardnedour hearts fromthy base ; do you thinke}” | 
there wasno foftnefle,nor feniiblenes indeed 2 Yes} * 
verily, butthey felt nothing ‘but'a hard heart, nay, |) | 
fuch hardneffeas it the Lord had Plagued chem with} ' 
it by hisown immediate hand,& not born and bred'}) 
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ith them.only, as with other men, Many a foule 
; ee) Maples “y ‘ - Dy Pati y ea o . 
ay think the Lord hath lett ir, nay,fmiceen, it with 
hard heart, and fo make his moane of it, yet the 
ord hath wrought reall foftneffe, under felfhard= } 
efle;as many times in Reprobates there is feit foft- 
effe, when within there is reall hardnefles The fto~ 
y-ground-hearers were plowed and broken on the 
})p, but were {tony atthe bottom, Some men may 
Je wounded outwardly 8 mortally, this may eafi- 
Il) bedifcerned, The Lord may wound others and 
Icy may ‘bleed out 5 their forrow is more in- 
vardly and feeret, and therefore cannot pot ne with 
heit finget to the wound 2s others can, . 
: Doenotthink the Lord works compuriction in 
Il che Bleét in the fame circumftantiall work of the 
I piric, but only in. che fame. fubRantiallwerk : the 
cord works a true fenfe of fin for fubRance.8ecruth 
fic, yet there are many circum ftantiall works, like 
9 many inlargementsanu comments upon ene and 
xe fame Text, Ex. gratia, The fame fin thac 
fiedts Paul, ic may be doth’ noc affe Lydé2 or 
VA pollos. The fame notions forthe ageravationof 
in is.one, doe; nor come inco the mindoof che o- 
ner; the {ame complaings, and, prayers, and wern- 
Nags of fpiric in the one; may not be inthe fame cir 
umftances, and. with thelike affects asin the other, 
I.nd yet both of thein feel fin, andtherefore com- 
Iblain; they bothteel fin, yet by means of various 
| _pprehenfions and agetavations. This I {peak, be- 
jcaufeyoumay ‘the better underitand the meaning 
15£ Gods{eryants in,apening the work of humiliati- 
Ion. You may, hear them fay, the fouldorh this;,and 
Vhinksthat,and {peaks another thing; 1c may be c- 
Wwery one doe not fo think inthe fame individuall cir- 
Ncamftances, and therefore are to be underftood.as 
Iproducing only exersplim ti ve fmile ; sical 
Va sored ds ike 
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like chis or for the fubflance of this . 
wrought. : | 7 

In this worke of compun@ion we mutt) 
noe bring rules unto men, bur men to} 
rules ; Crook nat Gods rules to the}! 
experience of Men, ( which is fallible ||! 
and many times corrupt ) but bring }\ 
men unte the rule, and try mensefates \ 
herein by chat : For many will fay, Some |! 
men are not humbled at all , neyer had || 
any precident ferrow for finne, Gods 
mercy oncly hath melted, their. hearts, 
and experience proves this, and many finde! 
this, who are'fincere and: gracious Chri- } 


is here 


ftians. | 
I anfwer, : a. 
Wee are not in this or any other 
point to bee guided by the experience of | 


bee proved that according unto the rule |’ 
men muft be broken and affected with | 
their finne and mifery before mere. 
cy can bee troly apprehended or Chrift 
accepted; What tell you me of fuch or 
fuch men ? let che rule Qand > but lec 
men ftand or fall according to the rule: 
many afe accounted gracious and godly 
for a time, much affected with mercy 
and Chrift lefus 5 yee afterward fall or 
wizen into nothing , and prove very Un- 
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— Whar is the fealan Pa Oe uic are 
Truely the caufe was here» their firft 
lvound and forrow for fin was not right, 
Js hereafter fhall be made good ; many 
honfands are miftrably deceived about 
neir eftates, by this one thing, of crook- 
hg and wrefting Gods rules to Chrifti- 
ins experience ; let all Gods fervants 
cemble and be wary here ; wrack not 
he holy Scriptures , nor force them to 
peake as chou feeleft, but try all things 
ny them, t The. 5,21. . 
“Dee not make the examples of con- 
Ferted perfons in Scripture patterns in all 
hings of perfons unconverted : doe not 
nake Gods worke uponthe one, run pare | 
allel with Gods workeupontheother. _ 
Some fay , that many: in Sctipture | 
Fare converted to Chrift without any 
(orrow for finne , and produce che ex- 
amples of Lydia, whofe heart God fweet- 
ly opened to receive Chrift ; and the 
Eunuch , Aés'8. converted in the fame 
}manner. 
— Lanfwer, 
 Thefe are examples of perfons conver- 
}ted to God before, who did believe in the 
)Meffiah, but. did not know thacthis Ie- 
fus was the Mefftah, which they foone did 
when the Lord fent the means to reyeale | 
-Chrift; and therefore Lydia,a lewifh pro- 
, eee sii “felyce | 
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lelyce isealled  worlhipper of God, Att.1 6.14, aF 
lo was the Bunuch, Act, 8,27, 8 in the fame col| 
dition was the Centurion, tks fo. 2, who fea 
God,ey whofe prayers were aocerted, vet. 4. (whic) 
cannot be without faith) yer didnot know thattl}' 
Jeliiscrucifyéd wasthe Mefliah, untill Peter can) 
untohim. So that {uppofe here was no fence or {0} 
row for fin, at this time doth it therefore follo}| 
they neyerhadany when the Lord at firft wroug 
uponthem ? are thefe examples in perfons conver, 
ed, firto thew forth Gods work in perfons uncot| 
verted ?.1n fomethings indeed they are example, 
in others not fo -- theirexamples of beleeving 1 
| Chriftare not in that act examples of forrow fe!’ 

wantof Chrift, And yet ler me adde, to fay thi 
Sod opened Lydéa’s hearcto believe in Chrift,an) 
yet opened not her heart to fament her fin and mi, 
fety in her eftare without Chrift ({uppofe {he eI 
withoue Chrift) is more then can be ptoyed fron 
the Text; for *tis faid, Her heartwas opened to at: 
| teaduntothe things that were fpoken by Paul : &, 

can any think that‘PazZoran Apottle, ever preach, 
ed -Chrilt without preaching the need nien had ol 
him, 2-and could any preach theit need of Chrilt, 
without preaching mens undone and finfull eftate 
without Chrift? and do you think that Lydia was, 
not made to attend unto thisé doe. you think that, 
When Phyllip came to open the 5 3, of Efayto the, 
Eunuch, that (bré/? was broiled for omr iniquities,. 
that’ hee'did not lethimunderftand the infinite evill { 
of finand mifery of all finners, and of himin {pee 
ciall, unteflethe Lord Jefus wasbruifedforhim, 


In examples recorded. in the Scripture of Gods \ 


Converting grace, doe not thinke they had no for-. 


_ 


row for fin, becaufe'it is not diftinly and ex- 


prefly fet down inall places : forthe Scripture uft- | 


. 
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‘lly fets downe matters yery briefly ; it oftentimes 
uppofeth many things , and refersus to judge of| 
ome by other places; as e4¢?, 6, 7. 1tisfaid, A7a- 

yy of the Priefts were obedient to the faith; doth 
c therefore follow that they did immediately be- 


ieve without any fence of fin? Looketo a tuller 


ro 


xample, e4éts2. and then wee may fee, as the. 
one were converted to the faith, fo were the other, 
vaving a hand inthe fame fin, § 777. 1.13.14. 
Paul, he was a perfecutor, bet the Lord received 
him to mercy, and that Gods grace was abundant 
Bi:n faith andlove: doth it hence follow that “Pant 
B}rad nocatiings down,becaufe not mentioned here? 
BIIf we look upon -4ézs 9, we fhall fee it otherwife. 
Doe not judge of generall and common work- 
‘ngs of the Spirit upon the foules of any to be the 
deginnings of effectuall and {peciall converfion; 
tora man may havefome inward and yetcommon 
knowledge of the Gofpell and Chrift in it, before 
there be any forrow for fin; yet it-doth not, hence } 
Follow that the Lord begins not with compunction 
and forrow, becaufe common work is not {peciall 
and effeétuall work ; when the Spirit thus cotnes, 
he firft begins here, as we fhall prove. | : 
~ The tetrours, and feares, and fenfe of finne and 
death, be in themfelves afflictions of foul, and of 
ithemfelves drive trom Chrift; yet in the hand of 
) Chrift, by the power of the Spirit, they are made to 
Jead, or rather drive unto Chrift, which is able to 
turn mourning into jay, aswellas after mournin 
to give Joy; and therefore’cisa vainthing tw think | 
there sno need of {uch forroweswhich drive from 
‘Chrift ; and that Chrift can worke well enough 
therefore without them; when as by the mighty 
power and richesof mercy in Chrift, the Lord by 
wounding, nay, killing hisof alltheit carnall fecu-) 
rity 
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| drivesthem to feek for lifein the Son. 
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tity and felfe-confidence, faves all his alive, dnd, 


ce 


Thefe things thus premifed, lectus now hear of 
neceflity of this work to fiiceeed conviGion. a; 
Elfe a finner willnever part with his fin; a bara 
conviction of fin doth buc light the candle to feq, 
fin ; compunction burns his fingers , and that only, 
makes him dread the fire, Cleanfe your hearts yea. 
fianers, andpurifie your hearts ye double minded 
men, (faiththe Apottle fames, Chap. 4,8. ) Buv, 
how fhould thisbedone ? He anfwers, yer.9. B 
afflitted, and. moure, and weep, turn your laughter, 
tito monrning : So Joel 2.12. The Propher calls, 
upon his hearers co turne from their fin unceiehe 
Lord; but how ? Read eur hearts, and not your. 
garments, Not that they wereableto doe this, bur: 
by what forrow he requites of all in genérall ; hee. 
thereby effectually works in the hearts of all the B-. 
lectin particular; for every msan naturally takes, 
pleafure, nay allhisdelight and pleafure js in noth. 
ing elfe butfin; for God hee hath none, buc that, . 
Now fo long as he takes pleafure infin, and findes: 
contentment by fin, he cannot but cleave infepat.| 
ably toi ? On “tisfweet, and it only is {weet ; for 
(o long thefoulis dead infin, Pleafisre in finne is| 
death in finne, 1 Tim. §. 6. Solong as %is dead), 
in fin, it is itipoflible it fhould part with fin; no}, 
more then a dead man can breake the bonds of 
death, And therefore it undeniable followes, that}: 
the Lord mutt firft put gall and werm-yood to 
thefe dugs, before'the foul will ceafe fucking, of}, 
be weaned from them; the Lord muft firft make 
fin bitter, before it will pare with it; load it with 
fin, before it will ficdowne and defite eafe ¢ And 
look as the pleafurein fin isexceeding fweet to 4 
finner, fothe forrowtorit muft be exceeding bit- 
| ter, 
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ter, before the foul will part ftom ir, 

_ *Tistrue, I confeflea man fometime thay part 
with fin without forrow ; the unclean !pirit may go 
lout fora time, before heis taken, bound and flaine 
| by the power of Chrift, Buc fucha kinde of pare 
| n is butthe wafhing of the cup, ‘tis unfate and un- 
found, and the end of fucha Chriftian will be mife- 
Trable ; fora mantohear of his fin, and thento fay, 
Ile doe no more fo, without any fenfe or forrow for 
it, would nothaye been approved by Pavud, if bee 
Jnad feen no more in the carelef{e Corinthians, in to- 

lerating the inceftuous petfon ; but their forrow 
wrought this repentance. No, the Lord abhers {uch 
whorifh wiping the lips; and thereforethe fame A- 
Jpoftle, when hee reproves them for not feparating 


none word, You have not mourned, that lucha 
eve might be taker from jou : becaufe then fin is{e- 
vered truly fromthe foul, when forrow er fhame, 
fome fenie and feeling of the evill of it, begins ic. 
Not only finiso Be to God, but when the Lord 
lefus fir{t comesnear his Elect in cheir finfulleftate, 
chey are then enemies themfelyes by finunto God, 
Andhence it is they will never part with their wea- 
pons, unull themfelves be throughly wounded : 
and therefore the Lord muft wound their conf{ci- 
Tences, mindes and hearts,before they will caft them 

by. Now if there beno parting with, no feparati- 
on from fin, but finis as ftreng, and the finner as 
vile as éyer before, hath Chrift (who now comes 
ro faye his Elect from finne ) theend of his work ? 
what isthe man the better for conviction, affection 
to Chrift, name what you can, that remains ftill in 
his fins ? WVhen the Apoftle would fumme up 
all the mifery of men, hee doth it inthofe words, 
Yee are yet in your fiane : So I fay, thouartcon- 
| D 


the finner,and fe the fin from them,he fummesitup | 
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~ \ i sted “ but art yet in thy | fin 3 : att afee | 3 
IP:o. 23, | Chrift, and takeft hold of Chrift, but art yet 
3. ‘that confeffeth and forfakerh his fin 
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‘finde WTC). — Be Si Relies. 5a deg ee ae si 
~ Youwilfay, May not che fweetnefle of C 
‘inthe’ Golpel, andfenfe of mercy, feparate & 
fin, Withoutany Compunction ? 
_ ] anfwer, 1. Senfe of mercy and Chrifts fwe 
‘neffe 1 conceive) ferve principally to draw the: 
‘unto 'Chiift, Jer. 31.3. Werh loving kindn 
have l drawn thee. Put compunttien or fente ef; 
(uv principally ferves in the hand of Chrift, ro turne) 
the foul fiom fin, Averfion from fin is diftinct from, 
and in order goes before our Converfionunte God, ) 
2. Senfe of the fweetnefle of Gods grace inj 
nf ie keeps our fin, but itdoth northruft out fina! 
CER TNL. co PON OM Ge Ni an hey 

*, | 3. Chrift cannot be effectually fwect, unleffe 
| be firtt midde bitter ; there may be fome gene 
notice of Chrifts excellency, and fome thirty pie 
given for him; fomeefteem of hisgrace, andh 
of histnercy, which may occafién forrew; but 
dare not fay, that this is.any frotnd or thorow' 
work, tillafter forrow, E/ay, 50.4. Chrift hath: 
the tongue of the learned given kimto Jpeake a 
wordin Bb Ge : Unto whom ? Itisadded, wztothe: 
weary, They are the men that will prize mercy ,andi 
they only to purpofe; they that have felt the bitcer-' 
nefleof'Gn and wrath, finde it exceeding hard to: 
prize Chrift; and to tafte his fweetneffe ; how. fhall: 
they do irindeed that find none at all ? Sweetnefle: 
before fenfe of fin, islike Cordials before purging of 
a foul {tomach + which ufdally ftrengthen the hu- 
mour, burrecoyerotthe man, ~~ * h 
- Becaufe withour this, no man willeicher care for’ 
Chrilt, or fecla need of Chrift; a man may fee a} 
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B) will neyer feela need ot Chrift, but by the fpirit of 


butthey that are fick, Awhole man may {ce his 
want ofa Phyfitian, buta fick man onely feels his 
Bi ceed of him, will prize him, fend for him. By the 
whele you are not to underftand fuchas haye ne 
need indeed of Chrift ( for what fianer but hach 
need of him ?) butfuchas feel no need of him as 
Wa by /ick cannot be meant luchas are finfull and mi- 
i {crable,for chen Chrift fheuld come actually to fave 
Hallmen; batthofethat did feelthemfelyes fo, asa 
NM Gck-maan that feels his fickneffe; thefe only are the 
AWmenthatfeela need and recetfity of Chri(t; thele 
Mv only will come to Chrift,and be glad of Chrift,and 
i be truly thankfull for their recovery of Chrift. And 
hence‘arifeth the great fin of the world in de/piing 
Bi the Gofpel, notat all affected with the glad tydings 
MY of ic, becaute they are not affected with their finne 
and mufery; orit rhey be affected but in part with 
Biche Gofpel, it isbecaufe they are not threughly af- 
Bi fected with their mifery before. | yet 
@), Andhence itis, that when the Lord called his 
iN) peoplerohim, yetthey would zot come tobim, be- 
Mi caule they were Lords, and well enough without 
#) him, Why did not they come tothe Supper, being 
By invited 2 it was becaufe they had farms, and oxen, 
and wéves to attend unro; they felt no need of com- 
ing, asthe poor,lame, blind,and halt did. The Pro- 
digallcaresnot for father nor fathers houfe,untill he 
coinestofee, Here J die, It isttue, the grace of the 
‘Golpeldrawesmen unto Chrift; butitis very ob- 
fervable, that che Gofpel revealesno grace, but with 
Bi tclpectand in reference unto finners,and men in ex- 
Bi tream mifery ; the Gofpel faithnot that Chrift is 
come to fave, but to fave finuers,& to fave his pee 
| a ple 
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) want of Chrift by the power of convigtion, but he 


compunction. The whale need not the Phyfitian, | Mat.9, 


oe 
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ple from their fins, Icreveales not this,that God jx- || 
Jjithes men, buthe juflipies the argodly; it revealest 
not this, shat C Lri/f dyed for ws, but tharhe dyed far! 
them that were weahke, for Gnners, for exensies.|| 
And if fa, ean any man imagine that this news wi i 
be fweet, unlefte men fee aud feel the infinite mife-: 
ry of fin, andthe fruits of it 2 will not men fay or! 
think, What great matter is there in that ? Suppofe! 
we befinzers and enemies,yet we are well enough; 
before Chrift ¢omes a mans life lyes in hisfinne,’ 
Now fuppofe any fhould proclaime toa company | 
of men the great fayour of theirPrince toward them, 
\thathe isfucha gracious Prince, as will cake away! 
all their lives; will this be glad tidings? Gofpell| 
Grace cafnot be fet out,much leffe felt, butin refe-' 
rence to fin and mifery, which muft be firft felt, be. | 
fore it can bee tweet, Becaufe Chrift will never. 
come but onely unto fuchas feeltheit mifery ; for’ 
youwillfay, A man may ¢ome to Chrift without 
it: | fay again, 1f hedoth (as hee hath many fol- | 
lowers) yet Chri will not come to him, nor com-| 
mithimlelfeto him; J ¢ame not to cathe righ" 
teous but finnersto repentance s in which place note! 
thatas by the rzghteoss is not meant fuch as 2 
fincerely fo, but fich asthink and finde themfelyes! 
fo ; fo by ravers, isnot meantall manner of impe.| 
nifent and bard-hearted finners, but fuchasthinke' 
| and feel themfelyes {uch , and lament under it }) 
1} Luke 4, | DOW God the Father {ent him only unto fuch s he i: 
© Vfent norto heal the hard-hearted, but the broken-' 

| | hearted ; indeed hee is fentto make me broken: 
hearted, who have bard hearts; but he is not ferttc’ 
healtherm untill chen; the Lord leaves the ninety 
hine that needs no repentance to wilder for ever 
the one loft fheep,who feels it felf fo,and feelsa nee 
ofa Saviour to-come and finde it out; who canno} 
| , _, comag| 


{| Rom. 5. 
6.7.9 


Col.3.7. 
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i come and find outhim ;: the Lord Jefus will come 
junto,and unto him only, leaving allthe ninety nine. 
J) This may laftly appeare by confidering the end 
,Jof mans fail into fin,and the publithing ofthe Law 
ilo reveale fins and of the Gofpell alfo in reterence 
jento finand mifery; why didthe Lord futfer che 
“Wall ot man? what washisgreat plot in it? itis ape 
ige2rent this, thatthereby way might be made for the 
fl pe manifeftation of Gods grace in Chrift. The 
pScrpent poy fons all mankind, that the feed of the 
; a might have the glory of recovering fome 
) 


This was Geds laftend : The perdition of ome}. 
; ( of themfelyes ) being but {ubordinate unto this, 

| Spas 22,23. Surely Adam might have glori- 
“lied grace if hee had ftood, and God had revealed 
‘Mhis grace in preferving him (made mutable) from 
al], But the Lord faw grace fhould not be fuffici- 
sntly advanced to its higheft dignity by this, and 
IP-berefore fuffers him actually co fall, and that into, 
fen extream depth of mifery : Now confider mans 
call in icfelf cannot be a meane of glorifying grace, 
four rather obfcures all the glory of Ged; how thal) 
Ihe Lordattaine his end then hereby ? truly if the 
WLord let men fee and feel their falland mifery by ic, 
Waow grace oftered will be accepted and glorifyed, 
WAnd therefore the Lord fends the Law to reveale 
in, and make it exceeding finfull; and death for 
giin : chat this end might be attained, Gal. 3. 22. 
WAnd therefore feeling of fin,8& death and milery be- 
ing the means, muft precede the other asthe end ; 
nnd thésefore as grace may be feea by conviction ot 
Wponilery, fo the fweetnefle of it only can be felt by 
reeling mifery in this work of compunCtien, 

H Buryou will fay, Whatis this Compunction, 
Mend wherein doth irconfift 2 ie 

) Thisisthe third particular to be opened ; in gene- 
poe 4/53 ee 2 3 ral, 
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tallicis, whereby the foul is affected with fin, and!’ 
made fenfible of fin; but more particulatly, com-| 
punction is nothing elfe buca pricking of the heart, 
or the wounding ofthe foul with {uch feare and fore|. 
row for finand mifery , asfeversthé foul from fin, 
and from going ontoward itseternall milery : S< 
thatitcorfifts inthree things. eat 

1. Feare. © AE 


a, Sorreny. gc oe ah | 
¢€ 3. Separation from fin, ed 2 


TheLord Jefus when he comes to refcue his B- 
leét, look as Satan held them in their mifery ; Firtt! 
by blinding their eyes from feeing of ic; a 
| by hardning their hearts from feeling of it ¢ So the’ 
| Lord Jefus having cutafunder the firft cord of $3-' 
{tan by conviction, breakes afiinder the fecond 2 


i> fk 
ae 


compunction, and caufing the foul to feel and bea 
j fected wich its mifery ; and asthe whole foul is un-’ 
| afte&ted before hecomes, fo hee makes the whole’ 
| foul fenfible when he comes, and therefore hee fills ' 
| che confcience with teare,and the heart with forrow | 
jand mourning, fo asnow the willof finis broken,’ 
| which was hardned before thefe feares and forrows | 
| feizeduponic, Let me openthefe particularly chat 
} you may taft and try the truth of what now fade. 
ver. | . oe iY 
I fay the Lord Chrift in this work of compundtie 

On letsinto the heart of a fecure finnera marycllous | 
fear and terrour of the direfull difpleafire of God, 

] of death, and hell, the punifhment of fin: O belo-. 
ved, lookupon moft men at this day, this is the great. 
mifery lying uponthem,they do not fear the wrath ' 
~|tocome, they feare not deathnor damning, even’ 
then when they hear and know it is their portion; 
but their hearts are fet to fin, Eeclef. 8.11. | 
The Lord Chrifttherefore letsin this feare, 

7 | | look . 
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Gracie Lord whenhe comes toconquer the Ca-), 


RR 7 Be Og i | 
joanites, Exod, 23.27.28, Hee fent his hornets 


before kins, which werecertain feares, whieh made 
eit hearts faint in the day of battell, and by this 


| fubdued them; fo the Lord Chrift when he comes 
; iP conquera poor finner thar hath long refitted him, 
ind would goe on tohisown perdition, lets in thefe}. 
Hears,thatrhe foul fhrinks in withthe thoughts of its 
1 ocfull effate, aud cryes out fectetly , Lord what 
will become of me, if I dye in this condition ¢ Paul\ Act. 3.6 
I-remblesaftonifhed at his mifery and wickednefle, 
and new he begins to cry out; the Jaylor was very! crs 16 
Bicruel again{t ?am/,but when the Lord Iefiis comes $ 
Bi-o refcue him from this condition, you fhallfee him 


rrembling. The Lord had let in that feare,that now 
he ig content to doe any thing to be faved from the 
danger he faw he was now in; w hea a nian fees 
danger and great danger near and imminent, NOW 
man naturally fearsit: before Chritt come,thé foul 
may fee its mifery, butit apprehends it fat off, aid. 


Bi when the Lord Jefus comes , hee prefentsa mans | 5 
Adanger, death, wrath, and eternity near unto him, 


and hence hath no hopeto efcapeit, as, NOW he is, 
and therefore doth fear ; and feing the mifery ¢x- 


I ceeding great, he hathan exceeding great (though 


i a 
| 
H 
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| 


Ba oft-timesdeep) fear of it; as men near death and 


apprehending it fo, begin thento be troubled, and 


cry olit when it istoo late, The Lord Jefus deales 


‘more mercifully with the Elect, and brings death 
and eternity neare them before they draw neate fo 


lic; whilesitis calledtoday ; the poot Jaylor be- 


ean tothink of killing himfelf when fears were Up- 
onhim, and fo many under this ftroak of Chrilt, 


\have the fame thoughts, becaufe they feeno hope 5 
jbutthis mealure 1s not inall, chis worke al 


we 


hoping to efcape it,and heace doch not fearit; but Pial.ro. 
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Putthem infeareO Lord, that they may know 
they be but men; before this feare comes, men ate |i 
abowe God, and think they sie it out againtt|, 


him ; the Lord therefore lets in this feareto make} 
them know they be but men, ahd that as proud,and|, 
ftout, and great asthey are, yet tharthey are not a=} 
bove God, and that it is vain to kick againft che} 
pricks, and go onasthey havedone; foritthey do,)| 
he willnot endure it long : The fperit of Bordage'| 
makesmen feare , before the fperst of Adoption) 
comes, thefeteares thereforeare uch, asthe rege-\ 
erate atter they haye received the Spirit of Adoptt-) 
on never haye ; and therefore they are fuchas put) 
fue the foul with fome threaming of the werd, pre-y 
nouncing deathand perditton to him in that eftace‘ 
Ex. gr» Hee that beleeves not ts condemued al-\ 
ready, thusthe word {peakes to confeience, Lohm' 
3..17. Thou believeft not faitha mans own con-| 
{cience, the Spirit witnefling with it, therefore thou’ 
axt condemned faith con{cience ; now the {piritot! 
Bondage, is the teftimony of Gods Spirit witnet’ 
fing to beth the premifes and conclufion $ now this’ 
§ piri no regenerate man indeed ever hathafter the! 
time , but the feares hee hath arife from anothey 
Principle of corruption of confcience, and malice 
of Satan through the prefent defertion of the Spi’ 
rit leaving him; not fromany pofitive witnefle o! 
the Spirit of any fuch uneruth, which yet is eruth.’ 
while the foul is under this ftroak and not regene-' 
rate $ mark therefore diligently that this feare ig th 
work of the Spiritof the Lord Jefisy and hence i’ 
followes, | otal 
r. Thatchefe Feares are not meerly naturall (aw 
thofe, Rom. 2. 1§.) arifing from naturall con{¢1 
ence only, which only accufe of finne, but never ef 


yfect ; but they are fupernaturali, they are ar. 


rowes 


«The Sewnd Beleewer. 
lowes fhet into the confcience by the arm of she 
| i ; fo dreadful that no word ner meditation of 
| eath and eternity can begct fuch teares, but creates 
I) 2. Hence itfollowes, thatthey are clear feares, 


hem, 
i) fox the Spirits work is everclear before hee leayes 
Mt, Ephe, 5,13. ) they ase not blind contufed fears, 
Bhind fufpitious and fad conjectures, whereby ma- 
ny amanisatraidand muchafraid and affrighted. 
Mike men ina dream, thatthiak they are inhell, yet 


| 
i -annottell what that evil is which they feare ; buc 
Aicbey are cleare feares whereby they diftinetly know 

| ang fee thacthey are milerabie, and what that mic 
( | : 


eryis. 
i) 63. Henceit followes that they are ftrong feares, 
Mbecaufe che Almighty hand of the Spirit {cts thein 
Hon, and fhakes the foul; they are not weak fcares 
Miwhicha mancan fhake off, or-cure by weak hopes, 
§ificep or bufinefle,8¢c, like forme winds that fhake 
Biche tree, but never blew ic down : ‘bur thefe feares 
Micaft down thetalleft Cedar , and appall the heart, 
and coolthe courage and boldneffe of the molt im- 
penitent and audacious finner. The Spirit preferit- 
ing the greateft eyill im eternal] feparation from 
God : hence no evil inthe world is fo dreadfullas 
‘this, I had better never beene borne then to bear 1t 
(faith the foul) & hence cafts off all other thoughts, 
and cannot he quiet; and hence itis that thefe teares 
forcea manto Mie & feck out fora better condition. 


‘the Angel drive him violently out, the Lord laying 
‘to him, Away for thy lite, left thou perifh with tae 
world, for thy finnesare come up toheayen,thou 
muft die before one day be at aneud,and then what 
will become of thee 2 Ah thou {intulf wretched 
naan! may notthe Lerd juftly do i? are nox thy fins 


A man like Lot lingersin his fin, butthete fears like | 
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grown lo great and many, that they are an intaller-|/ 
able burden for the foulef Godto bear any longer#t 
and hence you fhall obferve , if the foul after fad} 
tears grows bold and carelefleagain, the Spirit pur-, 
{ues it with more caufe of feare., and nowthe foul) 
eryes out, Did the Lordever elect thee? Chrift fhed,, 
his bleod to fave his people frem their fins, thou live|, 
eft yet zz thy fans,did he ever fhed his blood for thee} 
tou had finned againft con{cience, after thou haf), 
beene enlightned and fallen back again, haft not, 
thou oe committed the impardonable fin 2, 
thou haft had many a fair feafon of {eeking God,} 
but haft dallyed and dreamt a way thy time; is not 
the day of grace therefore now paft ? itis true, the) 
Lordisyec patientand bountiful, and lets thee live. 
oncommon mercy, buris not all chis to aggravate, 


thy condemnation againft that great and terrible | 


day of the Lord which is at hand ? are there not bet. | 
ter men in hellthen thou art that never committed 
the like finne ? thus the Spitic purfues with {trong , 
feares, till proud man falls down tothe duft before. 
God. The foul is now under feares , not above, 
them; and therefore cannot come out of thefe; 
chaines by the moft comfortable doStrine it heares,| 
nor particularapplication of itby che maft merci-, 
full Minifter inthe world , untill the Lord fay, as. 
Lav.3.§7- feare xot; the Lordonly canaffwage, 
thefe {trong winds, and raging waters, in which; 
there is no ether cry heard of this foule coffed thus | 
with tempefts, but Oh I perifh / onely the Lord, 
making way for the Spirit of Adoption by thefe in, 
his Elect; drivesthem out to feeke if there be any. 
hope, and fo they are not properly defperate feares, 
yetasI fay ,ftrong feares, not alikeextenfively, yet) 
alike intenfively {trong inall; a {malleyillwhen tie; 
dings is brought of it dothnot fear, butif the evill, 


a ape Beleever. 


eapptehended greatand near too, the very fufpi- 
on of icmakes the heart tremble; when a houtfe 
on fire, or a mighty Army entred the land and 
ear the City, children that kaow not thegreatnefie 
f cheevillfear chem not; butmenthag know the 


Hanger are full offeare. The wrath ofthe Lord that 
ite chofe armies of eyerlafting woes, are great c= 
Wills, tke blind world may not much fearthem, buc 


lche Ele&t whofe mindesare convinced to fee the 
reatneffe of them, cannorbut fear, and that with} 
rong andconftantfears; nor is it cowardize, bur 


ucy co fear theleeverlaffing burnings, And hence 


ie foul in this cafe wonders at the fecurity of the 


vorld, dreads the terrours of the Lord that are near 


| nem , and ufually feekes to awakenall ics poore 


Hl-icnds. I once theught my felfe well, and was’ 
qyuiet as you bee, burthe Lord hath let me fee my , Luke 
voc, which I cannot bur fear; Oloekyoutoit. | 23,40. 


Thus the Lord workes this teare in {ome in a 
Ireater, in others inalefler meaiure, O confider 
Myiiether the Lord hath thus affected your hearts 
yich feare; Oh fecure times what wil] God doe 
vithus | naany of you haying heard the voyce ot 
Hiclyon roaring, and yet you tremble nor, The 
| -ord hath foretold you of death and eternal woe for 
ne leaft fin, doe you believe it, and yet fear it not ? 

iow art chou then forfaken of God ? Many of you 

hat like old marriners can laugh at all! foul weather, 

ind like Weather-cocks fet your facesagaingt all! 
vinds; and if yoube damned atla{t you cannot | 
elp it, you muft bear it as wellas youcan, and | 
‘oe you hope to doe it as well as others fhall dee; 
Dh | how tarare fuchfrom the Kingdom of God, 

he Lord not yet working nor pricking chy 

acart fo muchas wath fear ? Be 

2, Sorrow and mourning for finne is the fecond |. +2 


thing! 
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thing wherei® compunctien confifts. And leok as: 
Feare plucks the foul from fecurity in {eeing noeyill 
to come; fo Sorrowtakes off the prefent pleafurd| 
and cles in {inne, in a greater meafurethen Fean 
doth. Ihe Lord therefore having {mitten the foul}! 
or fhorthe arrowes of fear into the fou) ; it theres) 
fore growes exceeding fad and heavy, thinking) 
within it felfe , What good doe wife or children! 
houtfe or lands, peace and friends, health and reft 
doe me ? inthe mean time, condemned to die, ancy 
that eternally ; it may be reprobated never to fee) 
Gods face mote ; the guilt and power of finne ir) 
heartand life lying ftilluponme ? And hereupor! 
the foul mourns inthe day, and inthe night,defirey 
to goe alone and weep s and there confeflech it 


| vilenefle before God, allthe dayes of vanity, ang 


finnes of ignorance, thinking , Oh what have }; 
dene ! and feeks for merey, but not ene fmile, no. 
thing but clouds of anger appear; and then thinks, 
it this anger the fruicof my finme be fo great, Ob? 
what are my finsthe caufe hereof! Whenthe An: 
gel had fet out che fin of the Iftaelites in making « 
league with the Canaanites, and told them that ae 
fhould be thorxes ix their fides, they fat down,yets 
4, dnd lift up their voyce, andwept ; fo *cis witha: 
contrite finner,. Note narrowly that eminent place: 
of Scripture, Efay 61. 3. the Lord Chriftis fentts’ 
Appotut beauty for alhes, andthe oyle of joy for the. 
Spirit of beavineffe to thems that mourne. Out ot: 
which, note thefe four things for the explication ob: 
this forrow or mourning, 3 , 

Firft, Icis fuch amourning as is precedent ut; 
tofpiriuial joy. And hence it isnot faid, J will give, 
che {pirit of gladnefle to beget mourning, (though 
the Lord doth fo after converfion) but this goes in| 
order beforethat, Ephrainelike, who feeing what, 


an 
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n xnruly beaft he had been, xeaccu/tomed to Gods ler, 31, 


Woke, fasttes por hrs thigh, and bemoanes hinafelfe.| 1 8, 


| ‘tis Gods methed (after Gods people have finned) 

jo fad their hearts, and thento turn mourning, into 
Bjoy; much more at firft beginning of Gods work 
#ipon the foule, they fhail firft mourn, and Jament, 
Ind finite upon the thigh; If God wounds the foul. 
or se it {hal {mart, and bleed too, before Ged will 
reale, , 
Secondly, It is agreat mourning, becaufe it 13 


i 


converted, their ie fin fhallthen be prefented be- 
ore them of curling and crucifying the Lord of lite; 


fisit wastothole, Aéts 2.36, And by reafon ofthis, 
Mi here fhall be a great mourning, thatthey {hall de- 
pire to goe alone in fecret every ove apart, andtake 


Weheir fill of mourning ,° before the Lord opex the 
Bl cunt ain of grace. Icis nota Summer cloud, oran 
N-April fhowre, that isoon {pent, but a great mour* 
Shing. For, 1. Before this {piritof forrew come, 
Wh, maans heart takes great delight in his finae, “cs 
# his god, his life, and fweeter then Chrift, and all 

B-he joye’ of heaven ; and therefore there muft be 
S>reat forrow, finne muft be made exceeding bit- 
Ker, A manthat is yery hungry and thirfty after his 
Huft, muft finde fuch meat and drink exceeding bit- 
rer, elfe he will feed on it. Solomox took great con- 
@icentin women, but what faith hee when the Lord 
Bihumbled him? Z fizde a woman more bitter then 

death Hear this you Harlots, 8 you that live in your 
Mi wvanton lnfts,the Lord wil make your fweetmoriels 
Bi more bitter then death to you,if the Lord {aves you. 
Bl 2, Becante the greateft evillsare the abjects of 

this forrow, v=. Sinanddeath, It istrue, a man 
may mourne for {mallereyills fooner; but pe 


ralled a (perét of mourning: As a [pirat of [lumber | 
is 2 deep flumber. When the ae Jewes fhall be | 
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foul when it feels finne reigne. I camnot fubdue 


fouls the leake comes in fafter then héecan:caft:: 
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the Spiric fers onthe greatelft evils , then they. faq; 
much more, Cline iniquizes are too heavy t\ 
beare : Why {02 Many a man ean bear then, 
without finking, True, butin the Elect the Spiri) 
fetson, loads the foul herewith, .4 wounded. (pty 
rit who can bear 2? Becaufe the greateft evils ly) 
upor the moft tender part of atender foul, preti) 
ed downe by the omnipotent hand of Chrift Spi! 
rir. For nowthe multitude of fins more then x 
haires o# the head come now to minde; as alff 
the long continuance in them, cradle finss Nii 
fooner, faith che foul, did Tbegintolive, but 1 be 
eantofin, Obftinacy alfo in them lycs very heat 
vy; have had warnings, checks, refolutions a 
eainftthem, and yethave goneon,s The power ci 
finnealfo fads ic; charicis faid, Pro. 24.9, Whe 
the wicked reigne, the people mourne 5 fo doth thi 


ih 


nay the Lord willnot, that I feare che Lord hati 
lefi me overto it, Theencreafe of finitfeels, make 


i¢ mournalfo ; J grow worle and werfe, faith th! 


out; the greatneffeof fin makes i¢ mourn, Wa! 
there ever {uch afinnerasT? And laflly; the fent! 
of condemnation for fin lyesupon him ; this isth? 
fruitof your evil wayes, fait the Spirit, The fov 
doth not let {in paffe by itnow as water downe th’ 
Mill, but being ftopt by conviction and fear of th’ 
évilof it, it {wels very high,and filsthe heart fullo’ 
ericie &¢ forrowy, that many timesit is overwhelm’ 
ed therewith, tafe ¢ 
- 2, Becaufe Chrift will not be very fweet, unleffi 
this mourning under mifery be very great; the hea | 
ling ofacut fiager is feet, burofa mortal wounc 
isexceeding {weet alitdeforrow will make Chnif! 
fweet ; but great forrow under fenfe of deadly 
3 wound 


F 


4 


ae 
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Botinds isexceeding {weet; and without this Chrift 
ach not his honour due to him, if hee be nor 
Jpnly fweet; but alfoexceeding fweet and precious, 
} 4. Becaufe itis fucha forrow,as nothing but that 
hathath wounded thefoule canheale it. Let men 
Jave the greateft outward troubles, outward things 
Bjan cure them; or elfe ehey will weare away, As if 
| | man be fick, or in debr, phyfick and money can 
pure thefe 5. but this wound, neithercan,’ or ever 
Wal be healed but by the hand that wounded ir. And 

ence a man can takeno comfort in meat, drinke, 
1 leat; friends, mirth, nor paftime,while this wound, 
Mais (orrow lafts ; for ifany thing elfe can heal it,ie is 
iis Elect. An adulterous heartindeed may be qui- 
WMited with other lovers,C ai” can build away his for- 


Mow. Nay, Ile fay more, this wounded foul cannot 


Mormforcit felfe by at promiles,till the Lord come: 
e 


A) avidhad a promife of pardon ftom Nathan,yet 
” 2 
Wie cries outto the Lord to make him hear the voyce 


MMoctthe right wound, or forrow the Lord breeds in|. 


HF joy eh gladne/s,that hes broken bones might re- 3 


H! yee. Did not the Lord make him hear the yoyce 
iat joy by Nathan ? Yes, outwardly; burthe Lord 
Mat had broke his bones, muft make him hear in- 
Hyardly. Nay, when the Lord comes himfelfe to 
omfort, much adoe the Lord hath te make him 
hear it; asthe Ifraelitesthac hearkued not to Moles 
Wyoyce, becaufe of their hard bondage, that unlefs the 
Word did invincibly comfort, it would lie bleeding 
A> death, and never live, Icmuf{t needs therefore be 
reat forrow,whichall the world, men nor Angels 
anremove. oe 7 , 
5. Youm*ey beconfirmed in this, if laftly you 
Hontider the many wayes the Lord iakes to beget 
(eyteat mourning, if the foul will not be forrowfull : 
A) s, fometimes great afflictions; CManafeh mukt 
i “Dat ° € 
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betaken inthe bufhes, andbeecaft into chainet! 
Sometimes ftrange temptations, hellifh blafphy 
mies, Isthere a God? ate the Scriptures his Were’ 
Why fhould the Lord be fo cruellag co reprobate } 
ny of his creatures,to torment it fo long?&c, Som 
times long eclipfing of the light of Gods count| 
nance; ne prayersantwered, but daily hils of indi 
ment. And fometimes it thinks it hears 8 feelsa 1)’ 
crec teftimony froma God ,that he never had thoug 
of peace toward it, and that his purpofe is immu’ 
able, Sometimes it queftions, Can God forgive fil 
fo great ? Can it {tand with his honour to put up) 
much wrong? Somtimes it feels its heart foextrea!! 
hard and dedolenc, that itthinks the Lord hath fee! 
ed itupunder this plague till the judgement of t’ 
great day. And fometimes the Lord makes mela’ 
cholly a good fervant to hina to further this work 
forroyw, But thusthe Lord rebukes many a har 
hearted finner, that will not bear the yoke, norf’ 
the load ; and now the Lord turns the beauty of t 
proudettinto afhes, & withers the glory of all fle’ 
| Nay, fometimes you fhall obferve the Lord thou: 
| he Comes not out asa Lyon corend, yet as amsoth 
frets out by fecret pinings & languifhings, the fen’ 
‘Ic fle fecurity of man, that he fhal mourn to purpt 
Pfal. 39 beforehe leave him. J doe not mean by this, 
10,11. |jf all menhad the like meafure of forrow ; bu’ 
exrcat forrow itisinall, Every child isdelivered 
{ome throwes ; thofe that {tick long inthe birth 
feelthem longer and very many is 
Nor yet do J preflea necefliry of teares,or viol’ 
and tumultuous complaints; the deepeft forroy, 
run with leaft noyfe. 1f aman can have teates ” 
outward loffes, and none for fins, *tis ver fupitic 
whether he wag ever truly forrowfull for fin ; Or, 

| wile,as the greateft joyes are not alwayes expret 


ughter, fothe greateft forrows are not alwayesex-). 
‘elt in fhedding of teares; what the meature of|: 


ee Se 


e- 


sis great forrow is, we fhallhearehereafter. 
‘Thirdly, Tc is acon{tant mourning, forfo it is 
sre called, a (pirit of heaveneffes as that woman 
at hada({pirit of infirmity,and was bowed dowr 
any years - Hannah conftantly troubled, 1s cal- 
d, a woman of a forrawfull [pirit, I Sam, 1.12.) 
Ws. Asche /pirit of pride and whoredome, of 4, 
2, isa conftane frame, where though the.acts be 
I metime fufpended, yerthe fpirit remains 5) fo a 
irit of mourning, is fuch{orrow,as though the acts 


a 


- 


be — J = 


“mourning bee fometime hind ered, yet the fpirit 
id {pring remains ; Hypoerites will mourn under 
‘Moand mifery, but wharis it? it is the hanging 
| awathe head like a bul-ru{h in bad weather tor a 


——— — 
A ee A 


ee Se 


ay. Oh how many have pangs and gripes of for- 
yw, and canquickly eafethemfelyesagain / thele 
iourners come to nothing in the conciufion ; I 
Wrantthe forrow and fadneife of fpirit maybe in- 
frrupted, bur it returns againe, and never leaves he 
jul untill the Lord look down from heaven, Lam, 
4.49550; Thecaufe continues, guilt & ftrength 
£ tinyand therefore this effect continues. 

lj Fourthly, It is fuch a forrow asmakes way for 
ladneffe, for fo it is here faid, the Lord gives beau 
yu! forthele a/hes, and hence it is no defperate hellifh 
jorrow, butufually mixt wich {enfe of fome mer- 
y,atleaft common,and fome hope ;not that which 
pprebends the object of hope parccularly (which 
js done invocation) but that the Lord may finde out 
ljome way of faving it, Joxah 3,9. Atls % 37. 
‘Ayvhich hope with {ence of mercy waiting fo long, 
-Ipreferying from hell and death fo oft, &c. doth noz 
arden the heart, (asinreprobates,) but lerye to 
reakthe more, and toload ic with greater sa ; 
(| ae se é laf) Sarena 
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clisithie Ziofd Works thisforrow ini all his Blect.: |) 
Kiewit isitt'a- greater meafare, and from lomeo)} 
ther groundsafter the foul js in Chrift bur this for 
row theréis-forfubltanec; mentioned for-the:real, 
fons givens-if Clirift hare you, you fhail mount} 


& 


bur never tiflicbe téo kites ufthe love you,youmul | 
mourn néwes how greatiand many are meny «| 
your fidues, Ko near is year doom ? thesLord on, 
ly ‘knows hew fearftll your'céndemmation will De, 
you have oft heard ; buryet bow few of your heart) 
are fadatd very heavy for theicthings 2fiaais. you 
plea fure, nee your forrow; you fly trom forrowa 
froma terBptacion of Sataniwho. comes xo troubl 
‘you, andtoleade youtodglpaice: Davidseyes ray 
| dive wah rivers of waters becanfe others ‘brak_| 
| Gods Lawand Ferempwitht be had wtottage,, 
the wildenif[eto manrxXii¢) and yet you doc no) 
you cannoe peure ourone drop, non yetawilh yo, 
had héarts'tolament' yout own fins + burohknoy, 
it, char When the Lord’ Chrift comes; he vwilb:fad th) 
foul; when he-comes.to'featch thy old foressby- th, 
Spiricof conviction, he willmmakethem {mart an, 
bieed-abundantly, by che Spirit of compaction.» 

3, Sepatiation froma (i is the third thing avhere, 
| in com/ptiétion -confifts, fuch'a feare an@torroy; 
for fin’ under a finfoll eftatey‘as fepatatesithe fou, 
i fromfin) i$ true compun tion: yithourwhich th, 
Lord Chrikt cannot be vidd! Sthesfouleig cat an; 
worded: with fin by feare“aud-fortow, bur ity 
c.t eff by this ftroak’ of the Spirit, not: from th 
being, but from the growing power of fin; fror; 
the willto fin, notirem all fae in the will which , 
i mortified by a Spiritof holineffe; afterthe foul :, 
emplanted into Chrift ; for compunction, contri), 
on, brokéenneffe of heart for fin (call t'what ne 


will) is oppofite to hardiéfle of heart whichisine. 
yer| 
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i nefie (asina ftone) there is, Firft infenfiblencfle, 
: secondly, a clofe cleaying of all the parts together, 
aw hereby it comes to paffe that hard things make re- 
iftance of whatis caft againit them : So in com- 
uaction there is not only fenfiblenes of the evilof 
inne and death, by feareand forrow, but fuch as 
Jnakcsa feparation of that clofe union between fin 
indthefeul : and hence it is thatthe Lord abhors 
iM || fattings, humiliations, prayers, teares, unlefle 
Mibey be of this {tamp, and are accompanied with 
H piseffect, The Lord flings the dung of their fa/f- 
“gs aad forrowes in their faccs, becaute they did 
i jor breake the bonds of witkedueffe; to mourn for 
“Win and mifery, and yetto be in chy fin, isthe work 
Mt jutice on the damned in hell, and allthe Devills 
i t this day, that are pinche with their black chaines 
Mot loolened from them ; and notthe work of the 
4 ‘caceof Chriftin the day of his power . He that 
a ele ia his fins (hall have mercy ; that is true, 
iiihe next words, avd for{aket b, kc fhall find mercy. 
I 7 Vat ig the ‘end of the mother in laying worm- 
qvoodand eallupon her breft, but thatthe child by 
ia (ting the bitterne{s of it might be weaned & have 
ills (tomach and will turned from it ? what ts the 
Wind of fear and forrow,butby thistoturn away the 
tif oulfrorn fin ? This point is weighty and full of dif- 
Wi culry, of great ufe,/arid worthy of deepe meditati- 
Wn, For asthe frft wound and f{troak of the Spirit 
Os foie is inallafter-works of it, bothof faith and 
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Mineffe isright ; if this be imperfect, or naught,allis 
Miiccording to it afterward : the greateft difficulty 
iW ves heve,to know what meafure of feparation from 
inne the Spiric makes here; for after we are in 
| 5 
} ae Chrift, 


fintier whiles Chrift Jeaves him ; now in hard-) 


suit remember the meaning of that Confeffion in| — 


1M olineffe in the fonl, ifthis be right, faith is right, ho- | 


_ | - eel 


Efay 
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Pro, 28, 
13, 


Tob, 33. 
15,16. 
“17, 
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| (eparation ofthe heart from it, before it doth filly} 


i fy as attaines the end of it 3 now what isthe end of: 
y: 


ing and feparation from fin, Op 
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Chrift, then finis mortified ; how then is there any | 


beleeve ; Or what meafure is there neceflary 2 here! 
therefore I thall anfwer tothe fourth and lait parti- 
cular, viz, | oy 
Fourchly, what is that meafure ef compuncti 
che Lord works in all the Elect 2 
So much compunction or fence of fin is necef 


i 
! 


he 
&} 


ic ?no other but that the foul being humbled might: 
goeto Chrift (by faith) rotake away his fin; the fie’ 
nus proximus or nextend of compunétion is humie! 
liation, that the foul may be fo fevered from fin, ag} 
torenounceit felfe forit; the fines remotus, or lafte 
endis, that being thushunabled, it might goe unto! 
Chrift to take away fin : for beloyed ,the condem-' 
nation ofthe world lies not fo much in being finfull: 
under guilt and power of fix, as in being unwilling’ 
the Lerd Jefus (houldtake it away ¢ this J fay isthe’ 
ereareft hinderance of falyation, oh, 3.19. Loh.5,' 
40. Ob Jerulalems wilt thou not be made Met 

fer.13,17, that was their great cvill, they-were not 
cnely polluted, but they would not be made cleave! 
the Lord j efus therefore rolls away this ftene from 
the Sepulchre, beats down this mountain; and bee! 
caufe io mult firft beleevein Chrift before it can re! 
ceive Grace from Chrift, ic muft cometo Chriftto' 
take away fin, before the Lord willdoe it; Hence,’ 
fo much loofening from finas makes the foul thus! 
tocome, isneceflary. So much fear and forrow as! 
loofens from fin, and fo much loofening from fin' 
as tnakes the foul willing, or at leaft not unwilling 
thatthe Lerd J cfus fhouldtake'it away, is necefla-! 
ry : For who ever comesto Chrift,or isnot willing: 
Chrift fhould come to him to take away all his fin! 
hath (whatever he thinks) fomeanrecedent hoolen- | 


| 
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) Ohfaitha poor finner, when the Lord hath ftruck : 
jis heart, and hee feels guile, and cerrour, and migh- 
y {trength of corruption, if the Lord Jefus would | 
akeaway thefe evills fiom me, though I cannet, 
neanscannot, that will be exceeding rich mercy. 
he Lord doth not wound the heart to this end, thac 
ine foul fhould firft heal ic felt; before ic come to the 
Phyfitian, bue that it might feek out, or feeling its 
eed, be willing 8 defirous ofa Phyfitian,the Lord 
efus, to come and heal ir, Itisthe great fault of 
goany Chriftians, eichertheir wounds and forrows | 
re fo little, they defire not to be healed ; or if they 
oe, they labour to heal themfelves firft, before they 
ome tothe Phyfitian for it ; they will firft make 
nemifelves holy, and put on their jewels, and then 
eleeve in Chrift, And hence are thofe many corn-. 
laints, What have I to dee with Chrift 2? Why 
gg.ould he have to doe with methat have fuch unho- 
*, vile, hard, blind, and moft wicked heart 2 If I 
sere more humbled, and more holy, ther J fhould 
oe to him,and think he wouldcome tome, Oh for 
ac Lords fake difhonour not the grace of Chrift. 
mma. 1s Lue, thou can{t notcome to Chrift, till chou art 
@padey, and humbled,and feparated from thy finne. 
#) hou canft norbe ingraffed into this Olive, unlcfle 
1ou beeft cut, and cut off too from thy old root. 
etrememaber forever, that no more forrow for 
Inne, no morefeparation from finne is neceflary 
»thy clofing with Chrift, then fo much as makes 
free willing, or rather net unwilling ehat the Lord 
Mould take it away. And know is, if thon feekeft 
br @ greater meafure of humiliation antece- 
¢ to thy clofing with Chrift then this , thou 
C 


| 
i | 
| | 

| 
A | 


mpewelt the more pride therein, who wilt ra- 
pct goe into thy felfe to make thy felfe holy 
nd humble, chat thou mighteft bee worthy 
= 3 i 
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_ feft Chrift cannot love thee, untillthou makeft 
| felf taire, and when thouthinkeft thy delf fo (whi¢, 


Lord therefore when he teacheth his people how ty 
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lot Chiift, then goe out of thy felte , unto the | “orl 
jelus, to take thy fin away. Ina word,whot 
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is pride) wilt then think otherwife of Chrift. Th) 


return unto him after grieyousfins, direats them t! 
this courfey not te goe about the bufla toremoy| 
their iniquities chemelycs,or to {tay and live fecure| 
ly in thei fins, watill che Lord did it himfelfe; bi; 
bids them come to him, and fay, Take awe 
(Lord) all ictquities, Hof, 14.%, 2. 3. Youtfhas 
fee Epkratm bemeaning himfelfe, Ler.21.18, Bil 


| bow ? Doth he fay hefeelshis fins now.all remowi 


cd? No, buthe defiresthe Lord totwruhim, an 
then (lauhhe) J (hallbeturned,. | 

Asit he fhould fay, Lord, I {hall never turn fror| 
this fubborn wile hearc, nor fo much asturn to ther; 
to take icaway, unleffe thou doftcurn me, andthe: 
I (hallbe turned to purpofe, What faith the peni 
tent Church? Come, fay they, let ws gee unto th! 
Lord, They might objeé and fay, Alas; che Lom 
sour enemy, and woundsus, and hath broken; 
tO piccesy We are not yet healed but lye dead as “| 
as wounded; fhall {uch dead fpirits live ?. Mark} 
what followes, Trueindeed, He hath wounded ne 
let ustherefore goe to him, that he may Lead us,an 
afier two dayes hee will revive us, The Lord re! 
quires no more of us thenthusto come te him. } 
deed after a Chriftian is in Chrift, labour for mor! 
and more fente of finne, that may drive you neare) 
and nearer unto Chrift,. Yee know. before you, 


come ¢o him, the Lord requiresno more then this; 
and as hee requires no more then this, fo *tis hiy 
owne Spitit (not our abilities) that mutt allo work: 


this; and thus muchhee will work, and doth re; 


et quird 


| 


a — =—_ 


= 


—=—- > 


if 


~ 4 


6, 


i 


? 

y 
bos a 
' 


\ 


che Spirit puts forthitsown hand phyfically or im- 
Minediately, and his ownearm brings falyation tous, 

by afurther fecrer immediate ftroake, turning the 
tron neck, cutting the iron finews of finne, and fo 
makes thisdifunionorfeparation. You think it is 
i cafie ro be willing chat Chrift fhould come ard take! 
Maway all your fins; cell you, the omnipotentarm of 
Miche Lord thatinftructed /eremy ina finaller matter, 
Icanonly inftrustyousheres boththefe.acts, ever go 
Htogether according tothe meafure inentioned ;. the 
Mlattercannet be withourthe firlt, che fiiftisin vain 


1 
wiltnotcometo Chrilt to rake away thy firs; thou} 
halt undoubtedly perifh in them, If the Lord}. 
Ww orkethat forrow , ,fo/as to be willifg:the Lord 
hould take them away, thou fhalt be undoubtedly 
avedtromthem. 6)... : 


ohave Chrift take away finis required; You fhall 
year. when wee come to.open the fourth particular. 


Joubse act. ® 1 Th 


As in the coaverfionef the foule by faith unto 
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hee purpofeth to fave, Jf thot. 
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Iohn 5. | 
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It -you would know what mealure of wilingneffe 
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| bad beena greater evil to Pélate then the lofle ok 
| Cefarsfriendfhip, hee would never have crucifiee, 
| Chrift. Iffinhad been a greater evill to Jeb chen 
| the lofle of his Kingdom, he had never kept up the: 
twocalves. If fin were a greater evill then poverty; 

| fhame, grief in this world, manya Profeflor woul: 
never lofe Chriftanda good confeience too, for | 
little gaine, profit or honour, Beloved, the great: 
curle and wrath of the Lerd uponall men in ‘the 
werld almoft is this, that the greateft evills fhould: 
be the leaftof allfelt; and the fmalleft eyills mofh 
of allcompiained ef, Whatisdeaththat only fepa- 
{ rates thy foul from thy body, to finnethat feparates 
God blefled foreyer from thy foul 2 and therefore! 


the Lord Jefus will remoye thiseurle ftom whom: 
hee faves, B , 


1 


ft difficulry here, hs ill 
Wi There is athreefoldevill efpecially eeninfinne?, Afr . 


Wt. Theevill of torment andanguith. | 


H2. Theeyillof wrong and injury to God. 
113- The eyill of feparation of the foule from 


(od, seins 
I The frft, may affect Reprobates, as Saz/ and’ 
las, who were fore diftrefled when they felt the 
Mheuilh of eonfcience forfin, 

i] Che fecond, is onely in thofe who are actu- 
Maly juftified, called and fanétified, who lament 
‘Wine as itis againft God, and a God reconci- | 
iid tothem, and as it is againft the lite of God 
iMeegun in them ¢ andhence they cry outot itas 4. 
rdy of death, ) 
Wi The third, the Elect feel ae this firft ftroake and 
Hound which the Spirit gives them ; the anguifh: 
lil: Gnne indeed liestore uponthem, but thzs much 
More. C brift ts come to feck that which ts loft. The) Luk, 15 
iiacepe is loft, when Firltit is feparated and gone 7. | 
tigom the owner; Secondly, when ir knowes not 

Wow to returneagaine, unleffe the Shepheard finde 
-and earry ichome ; fo that foul is properly ard 
i-uly loft, that feels icfelfe feparated and gone from 
45 od, knowing not how to return to him again, un-} Efay 33 
du: fte the Lord come and takeit upon his fhoulders, 6, 
nd carry it in his arms; this lies heavy upon it, v7z, 
What it is gone from God, and wholly feparatcd 
rom allunionro him, and communion with him, | 
‘ou may obferve, /0h,16.9. that the Spirit con- 
inces of lin; how ? becaufe they beleeve not in me. 
| Becaufe they {hal {ee and feel themlelyes quite fe- 
jarated froma mz; they fhall hear of my glory and 

ibe : riches! 
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richesof mercy, and that happineffe which all ' 
have me, fhalland doe enjoy; butcthey fhal moun 
thatthey haveno part nor portion m-thefe things! 
they {hall mourn that they live without me,and th 
they have lived folong withoutme, i 

I confeffe many other confiderations of the evil! 
of fin come now in, but this is the naaine channe!} 
where alf the other riyulets empty themfelyes. Ane! 
hence itis that rhe foule under this {troake is in ¢ 
ftate of feeking only, yec finds nothing; it feeke’ 
God and Chrift, and therefore feels a want, a loff 
of bothby fin; forthe end of all the fears, terrors’ 
forrows, &¢, upon the Elect, isto bring them bach! 
againto God, and into fellowfhip with God, thé 
only bleffednefle of man. Now if the foul ordain“ 
ed and made for thisend f{hould not feelits prefen 
feparation from God by fin, and-the bitternefle o:' 
the evillof it, it would never feek to return again te’ 
him asto his greateft good, nor defire everto come! 
into his bofome again;4or look as fin wounds the! 
foul, fo the foulfeeks for healing of ic; if onely the’ 
torment of fin wound, eafe of conicience from that! 
anguifh will heal ic : So if feparation from Gog 
wound the heart, only union andcommunien with 
God will heal it, and comfort it again. The Lore’ 
Chrift therefore having laid his hand upomthe fou) 
to bring it back to himfelfe firft, and fo tothe Fa-’ 
ther, being defigned to gather in all the out-cafts of! 
Ifrael, thofe he ever makes to feel themfelyes out-' 
cafts,as caft away out of Gods blefled fight and pre-' 
fence, that fothey may defite arlaft tocome home’ 
again 3 Reprobates not made for this end, have not' 


a 
| <| 


‘| this fenfe of fin, the meanes of cheir return. And’ 


hence itis that the fouls of thofe God faves, are ne-\ 
ver quiet untill they come to God, and haye com-' 
maunion with him;but they mourn for their diftance' 

fr Om 
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Mom him,and the hiding of his face, uatill che Lord 
Maine forthagain : Whereasevery oneelfe though 

| juch traubled, yet fitsdowne contented with ary 
Watle odde thing, that ferves co quiet them tor the 
|fme, before the Lord return to them, orthey enter 
Wcotheirreft, in that ineffable communion with 
M ed Rbgea tts J 


roceed to open the next particular of Humiliation, 
WW [his may fhew us the great miftake oftwo forts; 
(i r. Suchaschink there isno neceffity of any fenfe 
I. mifery before the application of the remedy or 
der clofing with Chrift; becaufe fay they, where 
it pereis fenfethere islife : (all feufe and feeling ari- 
Mang from life ).and where there islife,there is Chrift 
aiready- And hence itis that they would not haye 
' iF Law firft preached inthele dayes, bu: the Go{_ 
| l; the other is to goeround abourthe bufh. 

| 


te ) 
a L anfwer, chatfor my owa partthisdodtrine (of 
iH cing and feeling our mifery before the remedy) 
Wg (Ouniverfally received by all folid Divines both 
ip Gome and abroad, that] meet with; andthe con- 
daety Opinion fo crofie rothe holy Scripcures, and 
ipeacrall experience of the Saints, and the preach- 
dpg-of the other fo:abundantly {caled to be Gods 


| 
| 


Mgt vants faithtull cohimbereia 3 chac were it not for 
dite fake of fomeweak and mit-led, 1 fhould noe 
eve coqueltion it; the Lord himf{clf fo-exprefly 
ft | 

t 


li 


we onthe ¢antrary oaely to heal the fich, who 


(io. 3.20. Doft thou think therefore, that there 
9 {piricual! life where ever thereisany fenfe? “Then 
fay; the Devils and damned in hell haye much 
pititual life, for they feeltheir miteyy with a wit- 
ele. A 


} 
i 


| Letmenow make Application of this, before 1} 


; ae way by his rich bleffings on the labours of his | 


caking 4 that hee came not tocall the righteous ,\ 


now and feel their ficknefle chiefly by the Law, | 
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As for the preaching of the Gofpell before tli 
Law tofhew our mifery; it istrue, chat the Gok: 
pell is to be looked at, as the maine end ; yet yo! 
muftnfe the meanes, before you can cometo thi 
end, by the preaching of the Law, or mifery in de’ 
{pifing the Gofpel, End and Means haye been eve! 
| god friends, and you may joyne them well toge! 
ther, you cannot fever them without danger. I do: 
oblerve tharthe Apoflles ever ufed this methed 
‘Paul firtt proves fewes and Geutiles to be unde 
finne , in almoft the three firft Chapters of thi} 
Romanes, before hee opens the doctrine of futt 
fication by fait hx Chrift. I doe not oblerve tha'l 
ever there was fo cleareand manifeft opening o! 
Mans mifery, as. by Chrift and his Apoftles, wh«! 
brought in the cleareft revelationsof the Remedy’ 
I doenet reade in (Aofes, or inall the Prophets’ 
fuch full and plaine expreffions of our mifery asir' 
the New often 3-The worme that never dies' 
The fire that never goes ont ; The wrathtocome! 
ec. and therefore affuredly they thought this no} 
back-doore, but faigh the deereto Chrift, and this’ 
is the way tofaith. To fay chat a man muft firft! 
haye Chrift andlife, before he feele any {piricuall: 
milery, isto fay thata Chriftian muft firft be hea-! 
led, that he may be fick ; cured, that hee may be' 
wounded; receive the fpirit of Adoption , before! 
hee receive; andthat he may receive the {pirit of 
bondage to feare againe. oY 

If Minifters fhall preach the remedy before: 
they fhew mifery, woe to this age, that fhall bee 
deptived of thofe bleffings, which the former glo: 
ried in, and bleffed the Lord for. Mark thofe am | 
that deny the ufe of Law to leade unto Chrift, if: 
they de not fall in time to oppofe fome maine point | 
of the Gofpel, Foritis a rightcousthing,buta hea-: 


vy! 
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iy plague, forthe Lord to fufter {uch men to ob-| - 
cure the Gofpel, that intheir judgements zealou{- 
My diflike thisufe of the Law. You muft preachthe 
wae medy ; that is true: but you mutt allo firft preach 
dine woe and mifery of men, ox rather fo mix them 
Waogether, asthe hearts of hearers smay be deeply af- 
daected with both; but firft withcheir mifery, Itar- 
uesa greaeer confumprtion of the Spirit of grace, 
shen Chriftians lives-are preferyed onely by Al- 
Wmbermye & choyce Cordials,notionsabout Chrift, 
tay choyce onestoo, orelfe the old and ordinary 
i od of the country.wil] not down, I tell you, the 
Waaine wound of Chriftians is want of deep humi- 
(ations & caftings down; and if youbeleeve it not} 
WOW, it may be, peftilence, (word,and famine fhall 
each you this doctrine, when the Lord fhall make | 
dnefe things wound you tothe very heart, and pur 
wgoU to your wits end, that were not, that would 
pot in feafon be wounded at the heart with finne. 
4) Are we troubled withtoo many wounded confci- 
| Be in thefe times, that wee are fo folicitous of 
igoyning new Principles of peace ? what is every 
oan by nature, buca kinde of an infinite evill 2 all 
fhe fins that fill earth and hell,are in every one mans 
: deine finne inman is endleffe ; and canft not 
mou enduretobe caft downe ? Nothing is fo vile 
das Chrift to a man notunhumbled , and can you fo 
M@efily prizehim, and taftehim, without any caft- 
1g downe ? ci. 4 
a4 2, Suchasthink there isa neceffity of fence ofimi- 
ity bythe work of the Law, before Chrift can be 
eCeived ; but they think there is no {uch feeling of 
nifery,as hath been mentioned ; but chat jt is com- 
nen. to the reprobate as to the Elect,& confequent- 
’, thatin fence of Gin there is no fuch {peciall work 
f the Spirit as feparates the foul frem finne before 
! in faye it 


gee 


This isthe judgement of many holy and learned! 
and therefore fo long as there isno difagreement i 
the fubftance of this doétrine, it fhould net trou ot 
us; onely letit be confidered, whether what is {aic 
isnotrbe truth of Chrift; and if it be, let ts not cat’ 
icafide. The fewith Rabbins hayea fpeech at thi 
day very frequent in their writings, Nov eff 2 leg’ 
unica literals aqua non magne fufpenfi {unt mon 
tes ¢ tistnuch more true of every truth; andif T' 
much miftake not, much depends upon the righ 


underftanding of thispoint, = sa 

That therefore 1, there mult be fome fen o| 
milery, beforethe applicationof the remedy, 
2, Thatthis Com punction or fenfe of mifery i| 


| wrought by the Spirit of Chrift, not the power 0’ 
j manto prepare himfelfe thereby for further grace, 
3, That thefé rerrowrsand  forrows in the Bled 

| doe virtiially differ from thofe in the reprobate, the’ 

__ Jone driving the foul to Chrift, the other tiot’s thefe} 
jae agreed on all hands,’ “The'queftion dnely is | 
Whether there is this farther ftroake of fevering che 
foultrom fin; conjoynéd with the terroutsand for: | 

rows inthe Ele& before their’ clofing with Chiift' 


I Conf, 


Scho, | That there is gracia attwlis, ot a&tuall grace,’ 
orth, © = 
Spec. 
Gap, 50. 
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removed but by habjtuall or fanétifying grace, is 
found ;: for actuall grace may doe it, the Spirit 
|hy take away finne mediately by habitual:grace, 
Hid yet itcan doe it immediately alfo by an onini- 
rent act, bythat whichiscalled actualiactuacing 
i moving grace; Chrift can-and mutt firft- bind 
im {trong man,and cattbim out oy this working or 
Af tual gtace; before he dwels inthe houfe of mans 
i 4 by habimall and danctitying Giace, _ The 
i | rdners knite may immediately cut off a cyen | 
‘pimatree , thereby taking away all its power to 
pw there any, more, before it hath a spower to 
| | ing forth any fruse, whichis wrought onely by im- 
| renting “ity into another ftock .. New creation. 
Whichisasifirft converfion)::may well be without 
bitualbgraces that are bur creatures.) = yo 
Whether any mamfince the fall is a fubjet im- 
| -diately capable of tanctifying or habitual grace; 
ji whecherany unregenerate man:isin.a next. dif- 
4 fition toxeceive {uch grace ; as the ayre isimame- 
btely.of Jiphit;qutof which the -darknetlesis‘ex-: 


| 


| 
Plled byllighe; and {othe habits of grace doe expell 
ie babits.and powerof fib, (lay fome,.) 1 fuppofe 
f eaffirmitive is moft falfe,and in.neer affinity with 
dane groffe pointsiof Arminianifme: dam, in his 
Mere natura's;and.confidered:mecrly asa living foul, 
[2s fischva fubject:; ike w white paper, fined im- 
\cdiately: rotake thempreflion of Gods tmage ; 
it fince, by his fall; Sinneis faln ikea mighty blot 
pon the foul, wherbyamaan not only wants grace, 
the dark ayre dothlighr, but alfo. relfts race, 
vhnt4.1 7» Hence thisrefiftance muftbe firftra- 
rn away, before the Lord introduce his image a- 
Bs To fay thava maivean of himfelf dilpofe him- 
{unto grace, was»Pelagianifm in eAgainas his 
ne: tyr fome difpo&tion is neceflary, faith Fer7i- 
OS 5 
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ws; notunto actual grace, or that which is wrougl}’ 
tipona man, per mo duns attus, (ashe faith) butuny 
to the reception of habitual or fanctifying gract 
ie being inthe foul per modxm forma, no formba’ 
ing introduced but into matertam difpofitam, | 
raatter fitted or prepared,or into incha vetlel whic’ 


oan ||| 
ft 
Ay 


ig immediately eapable ot it. paleo g 
There isin mana double refiftance againft gract' 
1, Of aholy frame of grace, by original corruy) 
tiort, which is oppofite to original and renewed ho’ 
linefte; orto this holy frame, ast 
3. Of the Godof grace himfelf when he com# 
to workit, Job.21.14, Ezek, 24.13. | 
The fii ft is taken away inthat which we call tl 

fpirit of fanctification, after faiths the fecond is t: 
kenaway not only inthe a¢tof it, (as by terrours| 
may be inreprobates, Pfalm 66,2.) but in fon’ 
meafure in the inward root and difpofition of 1’ 
(oncly in the Elect) therebeing (as bath been faic 
no more {eparation from fin, at thistime requiter 
then fo much asmay make the foulecome tod 
Lordtotake it away, or.at leaft not unwilling, nc 
refitting the Lord, whemhe comes to doeit ee | 
Whether dothnot the'work of unionunto Chri’ 
goe before our communion withChnift 2 J fiappe 
"is undenyable,that union mutt be before comm 
nion: and chacunion to Chriftis a work ofgrace : 
preuliar cothe Ele@, as communion with him. 
Now juttification 8 fanétification are two par 
of our communion with him, and follow: our ur’ 
on, Rom.8.1, Our union therefore muft be befo’ 
thete, of whichthere are two parts, or rather. tv 
chings on ont part, neceflarily requiredtoit :) 4 
1, Cucting off from the wild olive tree, the old 1’ 
dam. %. Jmplanting intothe good olive tree, t 
fecond Adans.The firft muft go before the {econ 
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ir where thereis perfect refi tance, there can be no 
erfectuniom Buttakea man growing upon. this 
Nd root of nature, there is nothing bur perfect re- | 
ftance, Rom, 8.7. & therefore that refiftance mutt 
Birt betaken away, before the Lord draw the foule 
@ Chrift,and by taithimplant itinto Chrift: Ina 
ord, I fee not how aman can wholly refift God 
ad Chrift, aad yet be united unto him at the fame 
{tant : andtherefore the one (in order of nature }. 
Ieaft) goes before the other : and therefore let a- 
y man living prove his unionto Chrift, and to his 
ft alfo,if he can. You will beleeve in Chrift,ma- 
y of you, and yet you will haye your whores, and 
ips, and lu(ts, and pride,and world too, & oppofé| 
Iche meanes that would haye you from thefe alfo. 
tell you, you fhall finde one day how miferably 
eceived you have beenehercin, You canuot ferve 
‘od and Mammon, How can yee beleeve, faith 
Anbrift, 10h.5.44.that feck honour one of another? 
‘Ay youcan have Chrift, and be a mbitioustoo, take 
Him; but how canyou beleeve tillthe Lord hath 

roken you oft fromthence, — A | 
ft) VVhether vocation (as peculiartothe Elect as 
Binétification) doth not goe before juftification & 
Mlorification, Rom. 8, 30, Whether alfo there are 
ot two things ineftectuall vocation ; _ 
da. Isnot Chrift,thac goed, the term to. which the 
[ppule is firftly called ? - 
M2, Isnotfin and world, that evil, the term from 
Mvhichthe foul is called ? I fuppofe ’tis evident, thar 
ne foul is effe tually called, & therefore actually & 
r{tly curned from darknes to light, from the power 
Ait Satan unto Ged, Firft from darknefs, chen unto | 
Mehe ; firft from the power of Satan, then unto 
Biisod;as isevident by the Apoftles own words, 4. 

:6,18. where he methodically lets down the won- 
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derfull works of Chrifts grace by his minifer 
‘the firltis coturnthem from darkneffe to light,e4. 
frome Satans power unto God, which are the 
parts of yoeation, that they may receive for giv 
of fous in juftification, (vocation being @ meanest} 
this end) that they may receive az énhers-ance ii, 
|elorification among fuch as being jultified a) 
fan'lifiedallo by faith in his name, The Apoftl, 
doth not fay, that he wasto return mento light an\, 
anto God, and fo turn them from darknels & fren, 
the power of Satan, (though this is true in fom) 
_\fence) but he was firft to tarn ftom darknefle an\| 
| Satan, and foro return them untolight, and God 1, 
Chrift. For how is it poffibleto bee turned unt, 
Chrift. and yetrhen alfo to be tumed to finand Sz! 
tan 2? Doth it noe emply a contradiction, to be! 
turned roward finne (which is ever from Chrilt, 
ad yet to bec turned toward Chrifttogether? A, 
Duvines affirme generally , thatin the workin 
Faith , the Lord makes the foule w##zmg to har 
Chrift, Pfal,1 10.2.3, but withall they affirms, the 
of unyuilling he makes willing, and therefore ic fel, 
Jowes, taatthe Lord mutt firft remove that unwil, 
lingnefle, beforeit can be willing, it being impoff 
ble to be beth willing and unwilling together. — 
Whether the caufe ofall that counterfeit coynan, 
hypocrifie in this profesfing Age, doth not aril) 
froma this root, vz, not haying this wound at firl, 


but onely fome trouble for finne without feparatio, 
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from it,{ore throwes withoutdeliverance from fi 


is not this the death of moft, if not allwicked n ¢i 


{living 2 how many are there that clafpe abou; 
Chrift,&& yet prove enemies to the crofle of Chrift, 
fal {rom Chrift fcandaloufly erfecretly after ward, 
What is the reafonof it? Certainly , if the Lor, 
had cut them off from their fin, they had never fal: 
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to everlafting bondage in fin again; ‘but there the 
Spirit of God forfook them, the Lord not owning 
{o much loye tothem. Confider ferioufly why the 
ftony and therny-ground-hearers, AZat,1 3, came 
to nothing in their growth of feeming faith and 
fanCtification; was the fault inthe teed ¢ No verily, 
but only inthe ground; the one was broken, but not 
deep enough, the other was broken deep, butnot 
through enough, the roots of thornschoked them; 
the lufts and cares of the world were not deftroyed 
firft, and therefore they deftroyed thatground, 

I conclude therefore with that of Jeremy, Break 


eR 


them for you, andfaw not amsong thornes, take hecd 
of fuch brokennefle which removes northe thorns 
of finfull fecret ftubbornnefle, /e/t the wrath of the 
Lord break out againft yeu, and burue that none 
can quenchit, Doe norcut oft Fobn Baptifts head, 
you thatcan be content to heare him gladly, and do 
many things, buthe muftnot touch your Herodi- 
as, and make a diyorcethere , but fuffer him to 
Bicome inthe fpirit & power of Eliah,may of Chrift 
Fefus, to beat down your mountaines, fill up your 
valleys, make your crooked rough wayes {meoth, 
thatyou fee the glory of the Lord Jefus, without 
which he fhall be ever hid from you, Cry you faich- 
full fervants ofthe Lerd,that Al fle{h is grafs, & all 
the clory of nian,offin,of world, zs awit hered flow- 
er; thatthe Lord Jefusmay. berevealed ever frefh, 
and {weet, and precious, inthe eycs of the Saints, 
The evidence of this truth in the generall, put 
bleffed and learned Pemble upon anosher way ; for 
when he perceived (as himfelte confeffeth) that itis 
the generall do Gtrine ofall Orthodox Divines,72z. 
Bi chat aétuall faich is never wrought in the foul, till 
befide the fpernaturall illumination of the minde, 
| 2 ne 
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up your fallow gronuds, {eekto the Lord to break 4 
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the will be alfo firft freed in part from its naturall }) 
perverinefie, (God making all men of unwilling; || 
willing) her eupon hee concludes thatthis is done pi 
the Ipiric of Sanctification, and onc fupernaturall 
quality of holineffe univeréally infufed in all the }! 
powcrs of the foule at once; fo that the fpirit ine |! 
{tantly firit fanctifiesus, and puts life inus; then it |) 
aétsin torrow for, and deteftation of fin, and{fowe }\ 
come actually te beleeve. And becaufe he fore-faw | 
ithe blow, vz. thacinthis way, Chriftiansare fan- | 
ified before they be juftified ; he anfwers,. Yes, \ 
we are jultified declaratively after this, i 
Others (who tollew him) anfwer more roundly, :' 
viz, that weare fanctified before we are really and ° 
adtually jultified, and herein differ from him, b 
Now when it is objected againft this vex, that ‘' 
our yocation is thar which goes before our juftifiea- i 
tion, fanctification being a parc of glorification: 
tollowing after, Rom, 8, 30. Hereupon fome o-) 
thers (treading in his {teps) affirm, that yocation is 
the fame with fanctification, and not comprehend= | 
ed with glorification, ce |} 
Others perceiving the evill of this errour, véz, to} 
place fanctification before juftification, good fruits | 
beforea good tree, they doe therefore deny any favs 
ing work, whether of vocation or {anctification, bee ' 
fore juftification, And hence on che other extream, 
they doe place a Chriftians juftification, before his 
faith in vocation, or holineffe in his fanctification: | 
fo that by chisla{t opinion a Chriftian is not ju/f4fie' 
ed by fatth, (which was P axls phrafe) butrather’ 
(as he {aid wittily and wilely ) fatthed by hus juftéa' 
fication, Betore]cometo cleare the truth inthele! 
fpirituall my fterics ; let this onely be remembred, 
vix. That Sanctification, which Pemble calls our 
{pirituall lite, may becaken twowayes ¢ 
| 7 1, Largely ! 
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. . t. Largely. | 
PR: , 2. Serietly, $48 : 
1, Largely, tor any awakenings of con{cience,or 
rGtsof the Spirit of life,& fo tistrue,, we are quickn- 
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2, Scriétly, for thofe habits of the life of holinefie' 
vhich are oppofite to the body of deathin us; and 
hat weare not firft fanctified before we are julti- 
ied inthis fente, we fhall manifeft by and by, On- 
y lecme beginto fhew the errour of the Jaft opini- 
on firft, vz, 4. Thaca Chriftian is not fir(t jufti-. 
yed before faith, or vocation, may appear thus 
Is It is profeffedly croffe to the whole current of 
scripture, Which faith, Wee are ju/tified by faith, 
and therefore not before faith ; and to fay that the 
neaning offach phrafes is, that weare juftityed de- 
laratively by faith, orto our fenfe & feeling ## fo- 
0 con{cientia, isa meer device; for our juftitycati- 
nis oppofed to the ftate of unrighteou {nels 3¢ con- 
lemnation going before, which condemnation is 
Hotonly declarative & in the court of Confcience, | 
Mpuc reall, & inthe court of Heavens For fo faith the 
Wpctiptureexprefly, John 3.18, Hee that beleeveth 
Nyo', 2s condemiued already :and yer.36. The wrath 
Oat God abidethon him: and Gal, 3,22. The Scrip- 
Mauve (which is the fentence in Gods Court) bath 
Wh ovcluded all under finne, Hence a fecond argu- 
pynentarifeth, 

} 2. Ifa man be juftifyed before faith, then an actu- 
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I 
Piliunbeleever is fubje€tto no condemnation ; but 
bis is exprefly crofstothe letcer ofthetext, He that. 
veleeus not ts condemned already, I0h.3,18. the 
wrath of God doth lye upon him. The tubjectsof 
jon-Ccendemnationarethofe thatbe in Chrift, by 
aith, Ro.8,.1.not out of Chrift by unbelief. Ro. 11. 
2o,there isindeeda nee juftitycation by Chrifts 
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death, and a yirtuall or exemplary juftification in}! 
Chrifts refurreCtion, as in our Head and Surety 
and bochthefe were before not onely our faith, bu}: 
our very being; butto fay that we aretherefore act} 
ually juftified before faith, becaufe our juftificatiy! 
on was merited before we had faith, givesusa juf! 
ground of affirming that wee areactually fanctifil) 
ed whiles we are in the ftate of nature unfanétified|' 
Ephef. 2. t. becaufe our fan@ification was meri} 
ted by Chrift before we had any being in him, 
We mutt indeed be made good trees by faithit, 
Chrifts righteoufnefle, before wee can bring forth’ 
any good ftuits of holinefle. God makes us nei 
good trees without being in Chrift by faith, né 
more then we are bad trees in contracting Adam)! 
guilt without our being firftinhim; God givesu'! 
firft hisSorne (offered inthe Gofpel, and receiver! 
by faith) and then gives usall other things with him’ 
he doth not juftifie us without giving us his Sonne’ 
but having firft given him, givesusthisalfo, = 
2, hat fanétification, doth not goe before Ju: 
ftification, may appear thus : a 
1, If guiltof Adams finne goe before original: 
pollution, Xow. §,12. thenimputation of Chriit: 
righteoufnefle before renewed fanGtification, i 
2. To place fanétification before juftification’ 

is quite crofle tothe Apoftles practile, (which is ou: 
pattern ) who firft fought to be found in Chri 
Phil, 3. 9. (in che work of union) act having hu 
owne righteoufueffe in the worke of jutftificatior: 
(which in order followes that ) that hee may ther: 
know himin thepower of his deathand refurrettt-\ 
onin fanctification (here comes in fan ounce 
if by any meanes hee might attaine to the refurre- 
étion of the dead inglorification,(the laft ofall.) 
| 3. This is quite croffetothe Apoftles a, 
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lighteoufnefie goes before {pirituall life in fanctifi- 
Nation, and eternalllife in glory : the Lord holds 
Jorth Chrift in the Gofpellfirft as our propitiation, 
Io7,3.2.4. and then comes dyzxg to A avd living 
1, God intanctification, chap, 6.1, 
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ich makes juftification the caufe of fanttificati- 
n, andtherefore mutt needs goe before it, Rom.. e 
sfin goes before {piritualland eternalldeath, 1o 


olinefle is the 


nd ofouractuall reconciliation, Col, 1621.22- 

4. If fanctification goe before juftifyeation by 
aith, then a Chriftians communion with Chrift, 
-oes before bis union to him by faiths. but our uni- 
yn is the foundation of communion, and it is im- 
vosfible there fhould be communion without fome 
precedent union, 1 Cor, 1.30. Chrift made 
ighteanfnelfe and fantléficatton 5 Unto whom ? 
cade the beginning of the verfe, and you fhall fee, 
tisonly totholet hat be ta C briff which ts by faith 
Let none fay here (as fome doe) that we have ani- 
on to Chrift, firlt by the Spirit, without faith, in or- 
ter going betore faith: For underftanding of which, 
et us alittle confider of our union unto Chrift; Our 
inion to Chrift isnot by the effentiall prefcace of 
-he Spirit, for that isin every man, as the Godhead 
s every where, in whom we live and moye. This 
common tothe molt wicked man, nay to the 
vileft creature in the world, Hence it follows that 
jour unionis by fome act of the Spitit peculiar to 
the Elect (who only fhall have communion with 


ofreall, not relative union | now fpeake) thisact 
cannot bethole firft acts of the fpirit of bondage, 
(forthey are common unto reprobates) they ate 
therefore fuch aétsas are effentiallunto the nature 
‘of union. Now lookeasdifunion, is the disjuncti- 


onor feparation of divers things one from another; 
| ps fe) 


Chrift) working fome reall change inthe foul, (for) 
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fo union isthe conjunction or joyning of chem to-, 
gether, that were before fevered, Hence tharack oj 
the Spiricin unjting us to Chrift , can be nothing! 
elfe but the bringing back thefoule unto Chrift, o}/ 
the conjunction of the foule unto Chrift , and) 
into Chrilt, by bringing it back co him, that before 
th slay likea dry bone in the valley feparated from) 
him. Thus, 1 Cor,6.17. He that ts joyned, or (ai! 
the word fignifies) glewedtothe Lord, és one {pzri\| 
with him.T he Spirit therefore bringsus tothe Lord 
Chrift, and fo weare in him. Now the Peewee 4s 
the foule to Chrift,what is it burfath? Fohn 6,35 
Our union sa coats is by faith, not withoutic: fo)/ 
by it onely we that were once feparated from him 
by finne, and efpecially by wxbeliefe, Heb. 3.12) 


i} 


i 


! 


q 


7 


are now come not onely unto him, as iron unto th) 
load-{tone, 7 ohn 6, 37. but (whichis moft near’ 
into him, as branches into the vine, & fo grow on’ 
with him ; and hence thofe phrafes in Scripture, t) 


beleeve in Chrift, or t#to Chrift, 1 {peake not thi: 
as if we were united to Chrift without the Spirit ov) 
his part; ( for the conjunétion of things {eyera 
mutt be mutuall, if ic be firm) I only fhew that w: 
are notunited before faith by the Spiritunto Chrift 
but that wee are by faith (wrought by the Spirit: 
whereby onour part wee are firft conjoyned unt’ 
him: & then on his part he by the perfon of the Sp/ 
rit is moft wonderfully united untous, The Spit’ 
puts forth variety of actsin the foul; as itacts ust’ 
good works, “usthe (pirit of obedéence ; asit int’ 
{eth habits of grace, 10 *tisthe [pirst of fantlifica: 
tion; as it affifts us continually , and guides ust; 
our end, and witnefleth favour, *tisthe fpirtt of a 
doption ; as it works fears of deathand hell, ’cisth 
Spirit of bondage, butasit driyesus from Gnnet' 
Chrilt, {0°tis the {pirat of npiow ; and therefore t 
cunt : imagir’ 


| 


ee The Sonnd Beleever. 
imagine union before and without faith by the Spi- | - 
rit, is bua fpirie indeed, whichwhen you come to 
feclity you {hall finde it nothing, without flefh or 
ones, or finews, As our marriage union to Chrilt 
mutt have confent of fatthon our part,wrought by 
he Spirit,or elfethe Lord Jefus isa vain futor tous; 
fonow the Spirit on Chrifts pare muft apprehend 
out faiths 8 dwell in us,who otherwife {hal tudden- 
ly goa whoring from him : 1 Pet.1.§.Eph,3.17. 
~~ 3. That Vocation is not all: cne with Sanctifi- 


) 
] 


WH 4.7. Therefore it isnot the fame with it, 


Pi) being our anfer to that call, or incomming at 
Bl chaccall; Jer, 3,22. Now faithis'no parc of San- 
{ | ‘Gification Aridtly taken, becaufe it is che meanes 

and inftrument of our Iuftification and Sanctifica- 
HM tion, 4éts 26.18, Our hearts are laid to be puri- 
Al fied by faith; -Aéts 15, 9. not our lives oncly in 
I) cheadtsof holineffeand purty, but our hearts in 
#\ the habitual frame ofthem, J ive by the fasth of 
WW) the Sonne of God, faith Paul, We palfe from death 
iM)| to tefe by faith, [ohn 5.24, therefore it isno p'1t of 
I 


W}} our fpirituall lite 5 Yor wall zot come tome (whichis 


| faith) that you may have life ; Lobm5, 40. Lohn6. 
iM! 50.51, therefore faithisthe inftrumental] means of 
Wi life,and therefore no part ofour life : as faich comes 
by hearing, and therefore hearing isno part of faith; 
{o Juftification comes by faith, and therefore no 
| pare of SanGtification ; all our lite both of Ju- 
| tification and Sanétification is laid net in 
| page ti 
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Chrift our head; thislifeaccording to Gedsgreat 
plot fhall never be had but comming to Chrift for | 
it, Heb. 7. 25. elfegrace and Chrift fhould not be |} 
{omuchdifhonoured, Rom= 4,16, lt ws of Faith, \y 
that it might be of Grace ; Sanctification therefore fi 
isthe grace applyed by faith, faith the grace apply- | 
ing ; by commingtoChrift ior it, weehayeit; and) 
therefore haye it not, when firlt we come. 

1am forry to be thus large inleffe practical mat: ||' 
ters; yet I have theught it not unulefirll, but very |}' 
comfortable to a poor paflenger,not onely to know |; 
his journeysend, and the way in generall to it, bur |}: 
| alfothe feverall Stad:aor Towns heeis orderly to |) 
paffethrough; there ismuch wifedome of Godto |’ 
be feen not onely in his worke, but in his manner |/' 
and order of working ; for want of whieh, I {ee |! 
many Chriftians inthefe days tall very foulely into 
erroncous apprehenfions in thtir judgements, the |’ 
immediate ground of many erroursin practile ; the 
objections made againft what hath been delivered, 
are for tke principallot them an{weréd; the maine 
end, (my beloved) of propounding thefe things ts, 
chat you wouldlook narrowly to your union, Oh 
take heed you miffe notthere : if you Clofe with] | 
Chrift, believe in Chrift, and yet not cut eff from |‘ 
your fin, véz, thatfpirit of refiftance of Chrift; you 
areusterly andeternally undone . thes zsthe con- 
densnatien of the world, notthat men love darknes | ' 
wholly, and hate light, but that they love darkuefs 
morethen light; northatthe enclean {pirat is not 
gone ont, bucthat he isnot focaft out, as zever tove- | 
t#rn again: the woundof allmen, yea, the beft of 
men that profeffe Chrift,& yet indeed out of Chrift, 
Jyesin this : they were never fevered from their fin 
by all their prayers, teares, fears, forrows;& hence’ 
they never truly come to Chrift : and hence perifh 
in their fin, Trouble 
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her a Chriftian isin a {tate of happinetle or mile. 
y inthiscondition ? Lanfwer, hee is preparatively 
1a ppy, he is now pafling from deathto lite, though 
lotas yet wholly pafled : Nor yet, whether there 
$ any faving work before union ? I anfwer, No ; 
or what isfaid, is one neceflary ingrediensto the 
vorking up of our union, as cutting off the branch 
om the old ftock, is neceflary to the ingrafting it 
ntothe new; indeed, wethout faith xt vw tmpoffible 
-o pleafeGod; ner doe J fay that this worke doth 
sleale t 4 e. 1tdoth not pacify God, (tor that is pro- 
per to Chrifts perfect righteoufnefte received by 
faith) yet as itisa work of kis own Spirit uponus, 
tis pleating to him; (as the after-work of Sancti- 
{cation is)choughit neither doth pacify him; nor de 
[ fee how this doctrine is any way oppofite to the 
‘ree offer of grace, and Chrift, becanfe ic requires 
10 more feparation from fin, then that whichdrives 
‘hem unto Chrift; nay, whichisleffe, thatmakes 
hem( by the power ofthe Spirir)nor retift,but yield 
o Chrilt ; thathe may come unto them and: draw 
hem ¢ yoa cannot repent nor convert your felyes ; 


Le converted therefore, faith Peter, Atts 3.19. 
Bi /bat you may receive remisfion of fins ; andin this 
Byofter the Spirit works; and verily he that can truly 


| 
| 


Pireceive Chrift. witheuc that fenfe of mifery as fepa- 
®}caces him from hisfin, (as explained to you) lethim 


}ocleeve notwith{tanding all that which is faid ; and 


Biche Godof heaven {peak peaceto him; his Faith 
Whall noctrouble me, if hee be fure it fhallnot one 


day deceive himfelfe.- 
Ot lamentation for the hardneffe of mens hearts 


Blin thefe times: asic isfaid the Lord fetus msonrned 


when hee faw the hardneffe of the peoples hearts, 


Marke 3.5 arethere not femefo far from this, a 
i> weve . that 


- Trouble me no moretherefore in asking Whe-) 
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| equity fora Phyfician? if fad, where are your tears, [! 


that they cake pleafure in their fins, they are fugar |’ 
under their congues, as {weetas fleep, nay, as their 1 
lives 2and you come to pull away their limbs when } 
yau come to pluck away their finnes ¢/thongh they | 
have broke Sabbaths, neglected prayer, defpifed |i 
the Word, hated and mocked at the Saints, beene 
ftubborn to their parents, curft and {wore, (which \ 
made Peter goe ont and weep bitterly) though luft. : 
full & wanton, (which broke Davids bones though: 
guilty of more finnesthen there be motes in the Sun || 
or Stars in heayen, though their fins be crim fon,and }) 
fill heaven with their cry, and all the earsh with their ! 
burthen, yetthey mourn not; never did it one hour : 
together ; nay, they canner doe it, becaufe they will 
not; if youare weary and loaden, where are your’ 
unutterable groans? if wounded and bruifed,where : 
are your dolorous complaints ? if fick,where is your 
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in theday, inthe night, morning and eyening alone [i 
by your telves, and in company with others ? Oh|} 
how great isthe wrath of God, hardning fo many |! 
thoufands at this day ! whence comes itthat Chriftt! 
is not prized but from this fenfelefnefle ? name any 
reafon, why the bleffed Gofpel of peace,and all the} 
{weet promifes of life are undervalued, but from}! 
hence : and what doe you hereby poore creatures, }! 
but onely aggra yate your fins, and makethofe that} 
are little, exceeding great inthe eys of God? whence |! 
Itisthatyou ¢reafure up wrvth againft the day of | 
wrath, Rom. 2,3, 3.4.5. Thishardneffe is that |: 
which blunts the edge of Gods Ordinances,whence | 
Gods poore Minifters fit forrewfull in their Clo- |: 
fets , feeing all Gods feed loft upon bare Rocks; : 
Oh thisis the eonditien of many a man, and which }! 
ismoft fearful, the meanes which fhould make the |) 
heart fenfible, make it more proud and — 

| Vrey. 


fad 


re The Sound Beleever, 

Tire and Sydon, and Sodom, ate more fit tamourn, 
ken Chorafin and Capernaum that have enjoyed 
Bihumbling meaneslong, Nay, hoy many be there 
ehat mourn out their mournings, confeffeout their 
Bronfeffions, and by their owne humiliations grow 
Binorefenteleffe afterward 2 Did we ever live in a 
finore impenitent fecure age? wee fhall feldome 
#yneet with with one broken with fin, but how few 
thre broken from finalfo? Andhence itis manya 
Wall Cedar that were fer down inthe Table-Book 
#4} or Converted men, ence much}humbled, and now 
Htomforted; ftay but a few yeares, you fhalj fee 

nore dangerous finnes of a fecond growth; one 

wes drunkard, another covetous, another proud, 
another a Seétary ,anothera very dry leaf;avery for- 
Mnalift; another full of humorous opinions, another 
iigaden with {candatous lufts : woto you that lament 
; e now; for you fhall mourn. Doft thou think 
f | hat Chrift fhould ever wipe off thy cears that fhed- 
i none atall? Doft thou thinke to reap in joy, 
What fowelt not with thefe fhowers? verily God 
gwill make his Word good, Prov. 29.1. Hethat 
Wardens hes owne heart , {halt perilh fuddenly ; 
dipear this you fecure forrowleffe finners, if ever]. 
iaGeds hand be ftretcht out fuddenly againft thee, in 
Wp blafting thy eftate, fnatching away thy children, the 
| wile of thy bofome, the husband of thy delight; in 

{i {taining thy name, yexing thee with debtsandcrof- |. 
fes, fharpand fore, or lingring ficknefles; know} 
Mathat all his comes upenthee fora hard heart ; but 
§Oh mourne for it now you Parents , Children, 

fervants, the Tokens of death are upon you ; 

defire the Lord to breake your hearts for 
you : lye under Gods Hammer, bee not a- 
bove the word, and fuffer the Lord to takeaway 
that which grieves him moft, even thy by ie 
ie ecaule 
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becaufe it grieves the leaft : meditate much of th 
wofull condition, chew the bitter pill; remembé) 
| death and vetting in the graye, that many ate noy) 
in hell for thy fins, that Chrift muft dye,or thoa dy! 
for the leaft fin ; remember how patient and lon} 
fuftering the Lord hattibintothee , and how lon; 
he hath groaned under thy burthen, that it may be’ 
| though he would, yethe cannot bear the load long 
let thefe things be mufed on,that chy heart may be@ 
| laft forroyfull before itbe too late. Bur chthe fac} 
| eflace of many with us, that can mourn for any cvil' 
except it be for the greatett,finne and death, anc 
qraththatlyeuponthem, ui | 

- Oftexhortation ~ Labour forthis fenfe of mile’ 
ry, for this {pirit of compunétion = bow can yor} 
beleeve in Chrift, that feel not your mifery withou 
\him 2 2 broken Chrift cannot doe thee good with) 
| outabroken heart; bee afflicted and mourn yer! 
finners, turn your laughterinto mourning, trembll' 
cothink of thatwrath, which burrs downe to thi} 
bottom of hell, and under which'the eternal Sonni 
J of God fweat drops of blood = great finnes whicl 
I thou knoweftthou art guilty of, caufe great guile’ 
and great hardneffe of heart, and therefore are fel’ 
dome forgiven or fubdued without great afflictier 
of {pirit; they haye loaded the Lord long,they mut" 
loadthee; Little finnesare ulually lighted, andex. 
cenuated , and therefore the Lord accounts them’ 
ereat; and therefore thy foule muft be in bitter: 
neffe for them, beforethe Lord will paffe them by, 
it is not every trouble that will ferve the turn ; look: 
that it be fuchas feparates thy foul from fin, or elf, 
it will feparase between thy fonleand God, Iknoy' 
it is not inyour power to break your own hearts’ 
no more then to makethe rocks to bleed, yet re.' 
member he that bids thee ca/t wp ana prepare Me 
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Wray of the Lord,he hath promifed that every monn- 
Wit atx [ball be brought low, and the crooked wayes 
Mecade plaine, andthe reugh {mooth,andthe valleys 
i fled 3 He onely can doe it for thee, and will doe it 
itor fome, it may be forthee; hee that broke the 
iabeartof Manafeh and Paal after their blood and 
golafphemaies, when they never defired any fich 
thing, he can breake thine much more when thou 
part defiring him todoe it forthee; here are many 
aof you thatfear you wereneyer humbled nor bur- 
ijchened enough; J fay fear it ftill, fearleft there be a 
ngftonc inthe bottom, not fo as to diftourage & drive 
| chy heart from Chrift , but foas to feel a greater 
ggneed of his grace to foften thy heart, and totakethy 
iacenflefneffe away : che Lord doth purpofely com- 
yqmaand thee ta plough up thy fallove ground,that thou 
jgmighteft feel chy im potency fo to doe, and cometo 
Ahim to takeitaway + every thing will harden thee 
imoreand more, untillthe Lord come and take thy 
ty he heartaway by his owa hand : all Geds kind- 
pqoctle will make thee more bold to fin, and all Gods 
ijjudgements more fierce and obftinate in finne, un- 
i te the Lord put tohishand ; if Pharaohs heart 
ge foftned fora time, it will grow hard again, if the 
§Lordtake itnotaway : The meanes therefore for 
( i hee to get thiscompunction. is, 1, To feel theevil 
of thy hardheart; no furer token of Reprobation 
then hardnes,if continued in; efpecially for thy heart 
"Aco grow hard under or after foftning means , as ic 
-awasin Pharaoh, 2, Tolookuprothe Lord in all 

J Ordinances, that he would take itaway. 

)) Have not you great caufe of abundant thankful- 
Sneffe, into whofe hearts the Lord hath let in feares 
and forrows, Concerning your eitates ? the blinde 
world looksupon all troubles of confcience as temp- 
|g cations of the devill to de{paire, and che yery way te 
| run 
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run mad; and confider whatthe Lord hath done for |) 
youthat have fuch - what if the Lord had left you }| 
wet hout all feeling, as thofe in Ephe, 4.19. what if} 
the Lord had {mitten you with a /péret of /lunsber, \' 
asthofe, Rom. 11, 8. would not your eftate haye}) 
been then Jamentable 2 and haye you no heartsto} 
acknowledge hisunfpeakable goodnefle in a weas |i 
kening of you, in fhaking thy very foundations ?}\ 
doft thou think chatany ever had fucha hard heart }' 
asthou haft 2 deft nor fay fo in fecret before the} 
Lordfometimes 2 Oh then what rich grace is this! 
to give thee any fenfe and feeling ofthy fin and dar=" 
get by it, though it be never fo little in thine eyes ! 
fomethink thefe terrors are a judgement; it istrue, ! 
ifthey were meerly imaginary, or worldly and def-' 
perate; but faiththe Apoftle, 2 Cor. 7.7.1 thank ' 
God I made you forry. Suppofe thy forrow fhould 
be only in regard ofthe punifhment of fin, yet this'| 
is the Lords goodnefle to makethy heart fo far fen-' 
fible; chatonce didit goe like a beaft co the flangh- 
ter, tearing nodanger at all ; the yery meanes to: 
prize favour frem God, isto feel wrath, (as well as’ 
firs) and the very reafon why the Lord hath letthee' 
feel thy punifhment heavy, is, that thy foul might! 
feelthe evill of fin, by confidering that if the fruits be 
fobittery what is then the caufe 2 bee not therefore’ 
weary of thy burthen, fo as to think the Lord powrs' 
out his vengeance on thee while thy. trouble ree! 
maines; Oh confider that this is the hand of the’ 
Lord Jefts, and that he is now about to fave thee,’ 
when he comesto work any compunction in thee; 
efpecially fuch, as whereby hee doth not onely cut! 


|chy heart with fearesand forrowes, but cut thee off 


fro: thy fin; fo far onely as humbles thee & drives 
thee to tie Lord Chrift to take chem away. And fo: 
Lcometo the third particular of Humiliation. —‘ 
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‘The third eAtt of ( brifts power , which ws 

3 leak ~Flyumiliation, af 
ail ‘He Lord Jefus haying thus broken the heart by 
#1. coinpunction, is not likea foolifh builder that 
Hives oft his work before he hath fully finifhed it, 

Nd therefore having thus wounded 2 poor finner he} 

fies ontohumble himalfo; for though ina large 
di.fe a wounded contrite finner is an humble fin- 
mar, yet {tri ly cakenthere isa great difference be- 
Bicene them ; and thereforche is {aid to dwell with 

2 conirite and humble, ¢,e, notonly with thofe 
ft be wounded with finne, but humbled for finne ; 
ghough itis certaine the fouleis feldome or neyer 
eCtually wounded, but it is alfo humbled at the 
netime, Amanmay be wounded fore even un- 
death, and yet the pride of the man is fuch that 
ule Will not fall down before him chat {mites him : 
ol it is with many a poore finner, the Lord hath 
Mirely wounded him that he will refift no more, yet 

willrather fie to his dutiesto heale him , or dye 
Wine and finke under his difcouragements , then 
Mop, O beloved, man muft down, before the 
herd Chrift will take him up : and therefore in E- 
il 40.5.6.7. the glory of the Lord is promiled to 
Mrvevealed = but what meanes mutt beufed for 
Ws end? Cry faith the Lord : what (hall I cry? 
lich he, the Lord anfwers, that allfle(h 2 graffe,and 
it the glory of it fadesand chat the people are thes 
iiz/Je, ze. not only that mens fins ate vile, but that 
ii mfelvesalfoare grafle; nay, their glory and ex- 
Hicncy is withering and fading ; and therefore 
- onely mountaines mutt be puli’d down, bucall 
th, and the glory of it wither,before the Lord fhall 
revealed, | | 
( fhall briefly open yal foure things $ 
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“y. Whatisthis humiliation jf 
\\ 2, Whatneed thereisof it, = 
) 3, Whatmeanesthe Lord ufech to wos 
4. ae meafure of it is here requ 
oeke (3 See hace | 
Whatisthishumiliaion? . 
Look as pride isthat fin,whereby aman conceky 
ed of fome good in himfelf,and fecking fome exe 
lency to himfelfe, exalts himfelfe above God ;' * 
Humiliation (inthis place) is chat work of the Sj, 
4 rit, whereby the foul being broken off from felt} 
conceit, and felf-confidence in any good it hath) 
doth, fubmitteth unto, or lyeth under God, to |] 
difpofed of as he pleafeth, 1 Pet. 5. 6. Levit. 2; 
Ar, That lookas compunction curs the finner «| 
trom that evill thacis inhim, fo humiliation cut, 
off from all high conceits, and felie-confidence, |} 
that good which isinhim, or whichhefeeks mig 
be in him,and fo the foulisabafed before God. 5, 
| What need orneceffity isthere ofthis? Becai 
&, When the Lord hath wounded the hearts; 
| bis Eleé,this isthe immediate work of their hea; 
(fthe Lord prevent thera not by hisgrace, as mia, 
‘(ctimeshe doth) they look to what good they have, 
if they finde littleor none, they then {eek forloy 
in themfelyes , that thereby they may heale chy 
wound, becaufe they think thus, chat as cheir fin) 
bave provoked God toanger againft them, { 
now they canreform and leave thote fins, or if 
repent and be forry for them;if now they pray, 2: 
| hear,and doeasothersdoe, they have fome he 
chat this will heal heir wound, and pacifie the Ly 
tewardsthem$ whenthey fee there is no peaci 
a finfillcourfe, they will thereforetry if there by 


\ny to be found ina good courfe ¢ And Jookase: 
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lam when hee faw his own fhame and nakednefle, 
tid himfelfe from God inthe bufhes, and covered} 
isnakedneffe with fig-leaves ; fo the foule not be= 
{ing able to endure to {ee its owne nakednefle and 
| ilenefle, not knowing Chrift Jefus, and he being 
Virco feek, doth therefore labour to cover his wic- 
Bednefle and finfulnefle which now hee feeles, by 
‘Wome of thefefig-leaves, And hence, Micah 6.7. 

Bicy enquire wherewith they (hosld come befare the 
if-ord, {hould they bring révers of o71, or thoufanas 
ME lambs, or the fir|t born of their body to remove 7 
Woe Fn of their fowle 2 Pauldidaccountthele du- | ppj),. 

Nl » 0 A ; Phil.3. 7 
ij esgaene, and fet them at a high rate, becaufe hee 

4) pought that God did fo himfelfe : When the Lord | 
4Math wounded the foule, the firft yoyce ic {peaks, is, 

MV hat fhall I doe? Doe? faith Contcience, leave |- 

M y fins,do as well as others, doe-withall thy might, 

iiaod {trength, pray, heare,and confer, God accepts 

iat good defires, and requires no more of any man 

¢ todoe whathe can, Hence the {cule plyes both 

cia res, chough againft wind and tide,and {trives,and 

ii raftles with his fins,and hopes one day to be bet- 

ec, and here he refts. And obferve it, lookeas fin 

ma his greateft evill,fo the cafting away of hisfinnes, 

aod feeking to be better, is very {weet tohim; and 

lieing fo fweet, refts in what he uath, and feekes for 

ia’ hac he wants,and fo hopesall will be well one day, 

1 


} 


| Ad fo ftayes here; alchough ( God knowes} it be 
Wichout Chrift, nor cannot re{t on him, though hee 
ach heard of him a thoufand times, And henccitis 
if they cannot doe any thing to eafe chemfelves,then 
ificix hearts fink,or.it may be quarrel] with God,that 
emakesthem not better. But beloved, it is won- 
ac‘full to fee how many times men reftin a lite 
tmey have, and doe, ae : : 
Mf 2. But whilesic isthus wichthe foul, he isuncap- 
| cs . G2 able 
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able of Chrilt; for he thattrufts to other things tdi 
fave him, or makeshimfelfe his owne Saviour, ©} 
reftsin hisdaties withouta Saviour, hee canne Li 
aye Chrift to favehim, Rom, 9.3 26 itis faid, thy 
Jewesloft Chritts righteoutnets, because t hey fou gh 
tt not by faith, but foughe falyation by their own! 
rightcouinefle. He that maketh fleh bes arn, € j 
all duties and endeaveurs ofman be, when tutte 
to)the Lordlaith, C urfed be that man, Jer. 17-5) 
6. Onely the Lord dothnot leave his Ele ct here’ 
he that ismarryed unto the Law,Rom,7. ca nnotb 
matcht unto Chrift, till hee be firft divoreed, ne} 
fron the duties themfelves, but from ceufting t! 
them, && refling inthem, And therefore faith P anu! 
I through the Law amdeadtoit that I mi2ht liv 
wnto God, Hee that trufteth to riches cannot ente' 
into the Kingdome of heayen, no morethen a Cai 
mell through aneedle’s eye, becaufe it is too big fc' 
fonarrow aroome : fohe thactrufteth to his duti : 
and abilities, is too bigtoenter in by Chrift; tf 
Lord muft cut off this {pirit, and lay itlow,& mak! 
it ftoop as vile before God, before it can haye Chri! 
inthiseftate; the Lord muft not only cucit off fro 
this felt-confidence in duties, but allo fo farre tort! 
as that the foul may lye under God,to be difpoted?' 
ashe pleafeth, Andthe reafonis, becaufe fuch a fo" 
is unwilling co ftoop, is unhumbled ; and he that’ 
| {o,doth not only on his part refift God, but the Let 

‘allo refifts him, /am,4, 7.8. And hence you fhe: 
obferve, many a one hath laine long under diftref' 
of confcience, becaufe they have either tefted ' 
their duties, which could not quiet, or becaufe the 
have not fo eaft offtheir confidencein them, fo? 
to lye down quietly before God, thatheemay dé 
whache will with them; being fo long objects! 
Gods refi tance, not of his grace. By what mea’ 
doth the Lord work this ? oer | { 
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‘Ingenerall, by the Spirit,iuamediately acting up-) dzfiv- | 
a the foul; butafter a Chriftian is in Chrift,he hath 
rthe habit of humility, & the vertue of faich,fome 
»wer to humble himfeife; but now the Spirit of 
hriftdothic immediately by its own omnipotent 
nd elf the proud heart-would never down ¢ For 
e are firlt created ix Chrift (which is by Gods 
mniporent immediateaQ) unto good works, be- 
rewee doe from our felves, or by the power of 
pith, putforth good works, Eph,2.10. Thefe acts 
-felfe-confidence may notbe ftirring in all Chri-, 
Mans; burin all men there ts this frame of {pirit, 
ever te come to Chrift,ifthey can make any thing 
uh fe feryeto heale them or fave them ; and therefore 
se Spirit cuts off this finfull frame in partin all the 
ie; he hewsthe roughnefs and pride of {pirit off, 
| atic may lye ftill upon the foundation itis now 
qgepared for, Now though the Spirit works this, 
dc ’cisnoc without the Word ; the Word it works 
licfly by,is the Law, Gal, 3,19. [through the 
iw am dead to tt, (i.e. from feeking any life or 
Hip from ic) that L might live unto God. 
‘Now the Law doth this by a foure fold act,, 
da. By difcovering the fecret corruption ofthe foul 
MM every duty, whichit never faw before ; It once 
ought, I fhall perifh for my finne, if 1 continue 
Herein, without conteffion of them, or forrow for 
Hem; butitalfodidehink that this confeffion, for- 
Aw, and trouble for finne will ferve tofaveit, and 
Make God accept of it + bur the Law (while the 
‘Mule is carneftly ftriving againft his finne) dif- 
vering that in allthefe there is nothing but finne, 
Micn fecret finnes itdidnever fee before, hereupon 
begins thusto think, Can thefe be the meanes of 
ving of me, which being fo finfull, cannot but be 
¢ very caufes of condemning of me? | know 
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| Rom. 7.7. it was becaule kedid not know that /ff| 


| letsit {ee a more hellifh nature then ever betore,i 


| pofitions in oppofing the Popes indulgences, th: 
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in.all Idoe,I can doe nothing elfe but finne. al 
made Panl alive withont the Law? You {hal find 


or the fecret concupifcences and firft rifings of thf 


-|{oul'te inne, were finve + he faw‘'not thele fecret@! 


vills in all thae which he did : and hence hee refter' 
in his. dutics, as one alive withour Chrift; but ‘th! 
Lord by difcovering this , ler him fee what litel! 
caufe heehad tolift up his hand, for any good he! 
did : So it is here, when the foule fees that all it’ 
righteoufnefle tsa menftruous cloth, polluted wit! 
fin; now thofe duties which like reeds istrufted t 
before, run intothe hand, nay, heart of @ poore fin} 
ner ; andtherefore now it feeles little caufe of reff} 
ing onthem any longer? now it fees the infinir’ 
holinefle of Ged by the exceeding fpiritualneflec' 
the law, it begins tocry out, How can I ftands' 
appear before him with fuch continual Pollutions’ 
2. By irritating or {tirring up of original cer! 
ruption, inmaking more of thacto appearcthent’ 
ver before; tharit the (oulethinks, ail I doe iside' 
filed with fin, yet my hearcis good, and fo it reff! 
there; the Lord therefore f{tirresthatdunghill, ant 


=| 


! 
\] 


that the’holy and blefled command of God (toit' 
feeling) makes'itworle, more rebellious, more 2 
verfe from God : When the commandement cam 
finne revived, faith Paul, and thatwhichwas fo 
lifewas death tohin, fin taking occafion by th 
aw: and hence Pawl came tobe {lain and dyet’ 
all his felf-comfidence. It wasone of Luthers firl 


Lex  veluntas funt duo averfarii fiwe gract' 
erreconctliabiles : for the Lawand mans will mee: 
ting together,the one holly, the other corrupt, mak’ 
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erce eppofition when the foule is under a lively 
ork of the Law; and by this irritation ofthe Law, 


el what wretched heartsthey have; becaufe that 
hichis in itfelfe a meanes of good ‘makesthem 
2rough mans corruption) 
then ever before; and hence comes thole fad 
pmplaintson a foule under the humbling hand of 
rift, Iam now worfe then ever I was, [grow 


had, I could once pray, and feek God with de- 
rhe, and neyer well but when one duty was done. 
‘be inanother ; but now, am worte, all that joy 
id fweetneffc in fecking of him, and in holy walk- 


 isgone; I could once mourn for fin, but now a 
id heart takes hold of me, that I haye not fo 


a ote 
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,|juch as a heart to any thing that is good , nor to 
ied a cear for the gteateft cvill. It's ruc, I con- 


orfe, and itis fit you fhould feelit; that the Lord 


ti) 
heart, and 


aigreby. might pull down your proud 


ye yoither all your Mowers , which refrefhed you 
Without Chrift, chat you might feelanced of him ; 
‘ind therefore I fay che Lord pulls away all thofe 
Mf oken planks the foul once floated and refted up- 
“ip, thac the foul may fink in a holy defpaire of any 
‘Ip from any good ithach; the Lord fhakesdown 
Ii! building ona {andy foundation : and then the 
Mul cryesout, Icis ill refiftinghere, 
i 3. By loading, tyring, and wearying the foule by 
: owne endeavours, untillit can {tir nomore 5 10F 
his isin every man by nature ; whenhe fees that all 
Te doth is finfull,and all he hath, his heartand nature 
Sbe moft finfall; yechewill not yet come out of 
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imnfelt, becaule he agin thougia he be forthe pre- | 


e Lord haththisend in his Elect, to make them | 


more vile to their feel- | 


rery day worfeand worle, I have loft what once | 


ae you may grow (to your feeling) worfe and | 


ake yy lye low; itis the Lords glorious wifdom | _ 
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fentthus vile, yet hee hopes for fixture time his hea} 
may grow better, andhimfelf do better chen now# 
and hence it isthat he ftriyes, and feeks,and ended 
vours to his utmoit to fet up hinafelf againe, and th 
gaine cure to all his troubles by his duties * not 


|the Law whofe office is to command but net ti 


give ftrengeh , and the Spirit that fhould giyi 
{trength withdrawing it felfe, becaufe it knowes th! 
foule would reft therein without Chrift; hence | 
comes to paffe that the {oul fecling it felfe to labo! 
only inthe fite,and fnicak, and to be {till as mifet! 
able and finfull as ever before, hereupon it is qui’ 


| tyred out, and fits down weary, not only of its fij 


but of its work, and now cryesout, I fee now wha 
a vile and undone wretch Jam, J can doe nothir:! 
for God or for my felfe, onely I canfin and deftre’ 
my felf; all that Jam is vile, and all chat I do is yil\ 
I now fee that Iam indeed poor,.and blind & m| 
ferable, and naked ; andthe truth is, beloved, hei! 
comes inthe greatelt dejections of {pirit ; for whe! 
the Lord fmites the foule for finne, it hopes that b' 
leaving of fin and doing better it may doe well; bu! 
when 1t fees that there is. no hope here of healing chi! 
breach between God and it felf , now itfalls Joy! 
indeed ;: and J take this to be the true meaning ¢' 
Mat,11,28, Yee that labour, te. You that ar 
wearycd in your own way, in feeking reft to you’ 
foules by your owne hard labour or werks (as th | 


and fo are now aden indeed with fin and the heay" 
prefiure of thar, finding no eafe by all that whic! 
you doe :. come to me, faith Chrift, ard you (hal che 
find reft nuto your fouls : the Jews feeking tovefta’ 
blith their own righteoufnes,feeking I fay, ifby an’ 
meansthey might eftablith ir, loft Chrift:the Lore 
therefore will make his Ble‘t know they fhall feel! 
here for gale in yaines and therefore tyresthem ont! 
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Hiic..4, By clearing up the equity and juftice of God 
| ithe Layy, if the Lord fhould never pity nor par- 
Monit, nor fhew any refpect or favour to it; for this 
WW che frame ofevery mans heart, if he cannot finde 
Wae(tin his duties and endeavours,as he once expect- 
i he fhould, bur feesfin and weaknefle, death and 
Hbtidemnation wrapping him about (like Jonahs 
Weeds) inall he doth, then his heart finks,and quar- 
Hlls,and falls off farther from Chrift by difcourage- 
nent, & grows fecretly impatient that there fhould 
fe no mercy left for him, becaufe ic thinks now the 
if ords eternal purpofe is to.exclude him ; for if there 
i rere any thoughts of peace toward him, he fhould 
jwgzve found peace before now, having fo earneltly & 
algequently tought the Lord , and haying done fo 
«nuch, and forlaken his finfull wayes, according to 
iigisowne €ommandement from him; and hence it 
, you fhail finde ita certaine truth that the foule is 
ined back as farre from God by finking difcoura- 
bg forrowsfor fin, asever it wastoa {tate of fecu- 
icy by the pleafures of fin; and hence fometimes 
| thinks it is yaine to fecke any more, and herice 
dmtaves off duties; and if confcienceforee ittothem, 
net itfinks againe, becaufe its foot is not ftablifht 
pon the rock Chrift,but upon the weakneffe of the 
davaters of itsowne abilities and endeavours; what 
gig eretere fhouldthe foule doe in this cafe,co come 
Jo God ? it knowesnot, it cannot ; flye trom him 
{}: darenot, itfhallnot; the Spirit therefore by re- 
wcaling how equalland juft jt is for the Lord ne- 
rer'co regard or looke after it more, beeaufe it 
ath finned and is {till fo fintuil, makes it hereby 
Ho fall down proftratein the duft before the Lord, 
igs Worthy of nothing but fhame and confufion, 
Mind fo kiffeth the rod, and wrnes the other cheek 
into the Lord even imiting of him, acknow- 
| ledging 
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ledging if the Lord fhew mercy, it will be wender}| 
full, if nor, yet the Lord is righteous, and theretore 
hath no caufe to quarrell againft him for denying, 
{peciall mercy to him, to. whom he dothnot owe 4; 
bitof bread, And now the foul is indeed humbled 
becaufe it fubmits to be difpefed of, as God pleat,, 
eth; chus the Church in her humiliation, Lam, 34, 
22. haying in the former part of the Chaptes, 
drunk the wormwood and the gall, at laft lies dowt, 
and profefleth, it 2 the Lords mercy, tt ts not con 
fumed; andverl,29, he pats his mouth tothe dnfi, 
if there may be any hope :and verl. 3.9. Why {horla| 
a living man complasne forthe punibment of his 
jfinne 2 Youthirk the Lord dothyou wrong, anc, 
neglects your good and hisowne glory too, if hee; 
doth not give you peace and pardon, grace & mer-, 
cy, even tothe ucmoft of yourasking, 8 then think, 
you have hence good caufe to fret, and fink, and be; 
difcouraged; No,no,the Lord will pull down thole, 
mountaines; thofe high thoughts, and make you lye 
low at hisfeet , andacknowledge that it is infinite) 
mercy you are alive, and not confumed ; and that, 
there is any hope or poflibilicy of mercy, and thai, 
youareout of the nethermoft pit + and chat if hee, 
fhou!d never pity you, yet he doth you:no wrong | 
butthat which is equal & juft, and thacit is fit yout, 
finfull froward wills fhould ftoop to hisholy,righte. 
ous, aid good will, rather then that it fheuld ftooy, 
and be crooked accordingunto yours. Beleeve it, 
brethren, he that judgeth not himfelfe aus, [hak 
be judgedof the Lord; how can yowhaye mercy, 
that will fet your felves up in Gods: Soyeraignt, 
Throne to difpofe of it, and will not lye down hum, 
bly under ir, thac it may difpofe of you 2 for are; 
you worthy of it ? hagh the Lord any need of you 4 
have you not provoked him exceedingly? was thery 
eve; 
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q erany that dealt worfe with him then you ? Oh 
IHloved lye low here; and learn of the Church, 12- 
D.7.9. 1 wil bear the indignation of the Lord, 
‘Weaufe I have finned againft hin. \twas.a mott 
i, fled frame of fpiricin Aaroz,when he faw Gods’ 
had againft him in cutting off his children, and 
Miron held his peace ; {0 if the Lord thould caft 
le off, cuttheeot, never take pleafurein fuch a 
i pew broken vyeffell unfit for any ufe for him, 
iA dthouthy peace; quarrel not, be.filenc before 
Hin, andfay asthey did, 2 Chrou,12.5, The Lord. 
i , calneu: but I amvile ; let hime doe with nsze | 
WN) at-feems Good in his owne eyes': and thus the) 
fed Jefus by the Law doth dead the foul to the 
i iw, untill ic bemadeto fubmic dike wax, ordtike 
qty to the hand of the Potter,to frame ita veflelto 
iMfnat ule he pleafeth; and asthe A poftle moft excel- 
Uhily, Rom, 7. divorceth it from its fixff husband, 
ide. Sinandthe Law) that icmay be marryed unto| 
Ni (oes Chré/?.10 a word,when the Lord:Chrift hath 
itadethefoul feel not onely its inabilicy to help it 
Ml and fo faith Pawl,Gal.2.20. Lt ds xot [butals 
iid jes own unworthinefle, that tLe Lord fhould help 
if and fo eryes‘ottwith 106, Behold, I am vile; 
ep weat this inftant, is vas capax ; a-veflell capable 
ali ough unworthy )ofany grace, 147.46, | 
i Thelaft queftion remaines, What meafure of 
dumiliationis here neceffary ? 
tHiLook as fo mucliconyictionis neceary which 
iets com punction,and fo much:com punction as 
Waceds humiliation ; fo, fo. much humiliation is ne~ 
iittary asintroduceth faith, or asdrives the foul out 
m® ic felfuntoChrift ; for as the next end of con- 
Waction is Compunction,®& that of com punction is 
y| imiliation; fo the nextend of hurniliation is faich, 
ay coming to Chrift, which we fhall next {peak un- | 
‘a. : And 
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And henecit isthat the Lord calls unto the wear}! 
andbeavy ladento come untehim, AMdat, 11. 271 
So muchas makes you come for reft in Chrift, 4) 
much is neceffary,and no more, If any can comy 
without being thus laden and weary in fome mea} 
fure, letthem come and drinke of the water of if {| 
freely ; but a proud heart that will make itfelfe it; 
owne Sayiour,willnot come to the Lord Jefustoby; 

hisSayiour; hee that will be his own Phyfitian, {4 
long cannot fend out for another, Nay, let meetal, 
one degree lower, ifthe foul cannot come to Chrilt 
(as who feel notthemfelyes unable when the Lore; 
comestodraw ?) ahd find notthe Lord Jefus com 
ing unrothem,to draw them and compell chem in) 
yet ifthe foul be fo far humbled, as not to refift chi 
Lord, by quarrelling with him, and at him, asun-, 
worthy ofthe leaft{mile,as worthy of all frowns | 
verily the Lord willcome to it, and no more is re; 

| quifite thenthis,& thus much certainly is ¢ For thu; 
the whole Seripture runs, He géves grace to th, 
humble, Janes 4,6, J dwell withthe contrite ane 
humble lla. 57.1 6. the poor affistted{hal not alway 
be forgotten,Pla.9,1 2.1 8,W hen theit ancercumstt 
fed hearts are humbled,lo asta accept of the punt/b- 
ment of their iniquity,the Lord then remembers ht 
Covenant, levit-26.41-42, Conceive it thus: Dher 
canbe nounionto Chrift, while there isa power ©: 
refiftance and eppofition againft Chrift. The Lor 
Chrift muft therefore in order of nature (tor I new: 
fpeak not of order of time) firlt removere probe 
bens, remove this refiftance, before he can, && chat hi 
may,unite, [do notmean refiftance of the fram) 

‘| of grace, but (as was {aid) of the Lord of grace; 
whereby he comesto workit, | 

Now there is a double refiftance or two parts 0; 
thisrefiftance, likea knife withoutedges, i 
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: The Sound Beleever, 
1, Arefiftance of the Lord, by a fecret unwil- 
ngneffe that the Lord fhould work grace : Now 
Blais the Lord removes in compunétion, and no 

note brokenneffe for finne or from fin is neceflary 
@pete then thar. 2. A refiftance of the Lord by 
Joking difcouragements, and a feeret quarrelling 

With him, in cafe the foule imagines: hee will net 
#pome to work grace, or manifeit grace. Now this 
ie Lord takes away inhumiliation; and no more 
| neceflary here, then the removallof the power of 
his which makes the foule in the fenfe of itsown in- 
MP nice vilenefle and unworthineffle not to quarrell at 
Nine Lord, and deyil-like grow fierce and impatient 
iMeforeand again{t the Lord, in cafehe fhould ne- 
| er helpit, never pity ir, never fuccourit; the Lerd 
My 2 not forfake for ever, if the foul thus /yes down, 
Wind puts sts msouth inthe duft, Lam, 3.30.31, 
WW hich corfideration is of unfpeakable ufe & con- 
iM>lation, co every poorempty nothing, that feels it 
ieifeunablero beleeve, and the Lord forfaking it, 
H-am helping itcobeleeve. And I have feen it con- 
Mitantly,that many a chofen veffell never hath beene 
omforted till now,and ever comforted when now; 
hey never knew what hurt them till they faw this, 
la they haye immediatly feletheir hurt healed,when 
eg hishath beenc removed, In comforting Chriftians 
finder deepe diftreffe, tell hem of Gods grace and 
Mercy, and the riches of both, you doe buttorment 
wg hem the more,chat their fhould be fo much,& they 
Have no part, nor fhare init, and think they never 
#4 bali, becaufe this is notthe immediate way of cure; 
fiecll them rather when they are full of thefe com- 
plaints, that they areas they {peak, vile, and finfull, 
vd therefore worthy never to be accepted of God, 
ge.nd that they have no caufe to wonder that they have 
rheir lives, and are on this fide hell, and fo soy 

| all) 


4 
8 
i 
i 
' 
i 


- he will by chis doe them good , andthe weakef! 


Ndt a not tn bimthat veilleth, nor tn him that run 


TheSound Beleever. 


allthatthey fay to humiliation and felf-loathin 
verily you {hail then fee, if the Lord intends goog! 


ot 


Chriftian that cannot come to Chrift, you fhallte 
firft or laft fhallfee caufe to lye down, and be filen 
and not quarrell, though the Lord fhould neyg' 
cometohim, Andthat this is neceffary, may ap) 
pearthus : Otherwife. . | 

1, The Lord fhould notadvance the riches of hi 


|prace ; the adyancement of grace cannot poifibl: 


be without the humiliation and abafement of th! 
éreature; the Lord not only fayes,but cals things. | 
are not,that vo fle might glory, Cort 28,29, 

2, Otherwile the Lordfhould not be Lord ani 


-| difpofer of his own grace, buta finfull creature whit 


quarrells againft God, if it be not difpofed ef, nc 
asthe Lord will, butasthe creature will, Ita ftrani 
gercomes to our houfe, and will haye what he} 
wants, and if he hachnot, he quarrellsand concent’ 
with che matter of the houfe,what would he fay? A’ 
way proud-beggar, doft think to be lord of what’ 
have? doft draw thy knifeto ftab me, if I doe ne’ 
pleafe thee and give thee chy asking? no, thou thal! 
know that I willdoe withmy owne as I fee goat’ 
thou {hale lie down on the duft of my threfhold be! 
fore I give thee any thing, So ’tis withthe Lore’ 


neth, but in Godt hat [heweth mercy. Xc is his prin’ 

cipall name, Swell be mercifull to whom L wall) 

mercifull; and therefore if you will not beleeve me 

yet beleeve the Lordsoath,E/ay 45.23. Unto me’ 

{ballevery knee bow , and-doe youcometo lord ite’ 
ver him, anquarrell, and fiet, and fink and grov' 

fujlcn,and yex, if the Lord ftoop not unre your de! 

fires ? No, no,you muft and fhalllie upon his thret’ 

shold, nay he willmake thee Jay chy neck yar th’ 
Oc: 
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Hock, as worthy of nothing but. cutting off, and 
Hen whenthis vahey as filled, all fleth |oall fee the| 
lory of the Lord, Elay 40. 5.. Thus humiliation is 
eceflary in this meafure mentioned, Not that. I 
Bacny any fubfequent humiliation, after a Chriftian 
Bas in Chrift, ariting from the fenfe of Gods favour 
Bi) Chrift,then which nothing makes a Chriftian of 
#0 evangelical {pirit more afhamed of himéelf: yet 
WM dare not exclude this which isantecedent, arifing 
Mom the {pirit of powér immediately fubduing the 
foul to Chrift, that ic may bee exalted by Chrift, 1 
et. 5.6. Icis true, allthings chat pertaine to life 
1 nd godlineffe are received by faith, 2 Pet. 1. 3. yet 
| 


f 
i 


@aaith it feffe is a faving worke,which isnot received 


May another precedent faith, Faith therefore is to be 
a xcepted, not onely as begotten inus, buras itis in 
Hie begetting of it in the conviction and humiliati- 


wf every finner, Hence fee what isthe great hin- 
Micrance between the mercy of Ged, and the foul of 
4 sews a man; if itbe not fome finand hardneffe of 
heart under it, whereby hecares not for Chrift, to 
iicliver him, then ‘tis fome pride of {pirit arifing 
groin fome good hehath, whereby hee feels noneed 
of Chrift, hoping his own duties fhall faye him, or 
rife is above Chrift,and not under him, willing to be 
Aifpofed of by him; And hence the Lord makes this 
he high way of mercy, Levzt,26.40, if firlt they 
Mall confeffe their finne, fecondly, hamblethem= 
elves, (both which] know the Lord muft worke) 
hen he willremember his Covexaxt, Look as itis 
witha veflel before it can be fitfor ufe, it muft firft 
pafie through fire, and the earthanddrofie feyered 
prom it, then it nauft be made holy & empty which 
makes it vas capax , a veflell capable of receiving 
shat which fhall be poured out into it; if ( O Bre- 
rhten) the Lord hath fome yeflells of glory which 
| he 
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he prepares befare-hand,and makes capable of glow 
ry, Rom,9.21.22, if the Lord doth not lever you! 
fom fine in compunction, and empty you of yout 
{elvesin humiliation, you cannot receive Chrift,now 
mercy, you cannot held them ; and if ever youl) 
miffe of Chrift by faith, your wound lyes here,’ 
How many be there atthis day, that were once td | 
fane and wicked; but now by {ome terrours and! 
outward reftraintsupon them,they leave their fins, 
and fay they loath them, and purpofe never to run} 
tiotas they have done,and hence becaufethey think\ 
themfetyes very good, or to have fome good, they! 
fall hort of Chrift, and are ftill in the gall of bitcetsi 
nefle, inthe midft of all evill. It were the happinelsi 
of fome men, if they did not think themafelves tc: 
have fome good, becaufe this is their Chrift, O you! 
that live under precious means, and have many fears 
youmay perifh and bee deceived at the laft-: Bui 
why doe youtear ? I know you will aniwer, Ob) 
fomefecretand unknown finne may be may ruines) 
It igtrue, and youdoe well to have agodly jealou.) 
fiethereof, But remenrber this alfo, not only fome 
fin, bur fome good thou thinkeft thon haft,and relty 
eft in without Chrift.& lifjag thee up above Chrilt | 
may aseafily prove thy ruine, becaule amans owl) 
richteoufncffe refted in, doth not onely hide ment! 
fins,but ftrengthens them in fome fin by which met, 
perith ; 7 rafting to ones owne vighteou[nelfe, ant. 
commit ting iniquity are couples, £2ek.33.1 34N ot: 

de Thereby ran into the trenches of that wicked g¢-| 
nerationofthe Famiilifts, denying all inherent gray 

ces; evidence of favour frors any Chriftian obedi 

ence, or fanétification in holy duties; or that 4 

Chriftian fhould profanely caft off all duties, be-; 

caufe they cannot tavethemfelves by them:.No,nog 

the Lord will fearch with candles one day for ue 

fons 
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sof darknefle,and exelude {uch faolifh Virgins 
¢ they have neither oy/in their veflels; nor /eght 
-heir amps : I onely fpeake of thac good, that 
nreoufaefle which is refted in without Chrift, 8 
supmien above Chrift, which in deed and in 
his nottrue righteoutneffe, but only a true {ha- 
Mv of it. And therefore as Bez2 well obfcrves 
fin Rom. 9.32. Why didnot Urael, that followed 
Myer right coufneffe att ainit ? Becanfe they fought 
Bot by faith, but as it were by the works of the 
Mv - they were not fruits of fincere obedience to 


Hl, faich the Apoftle,ver.3 3. 2 the ftumbling-[tone 
Mion, Chriff willhayeall feth vail, and be ftript 
Aiced, and made nothing before him, before they 
Wi lever be. builé.upon him ; now this men ftumble 
We bey muft bring fomething to him, they will not 
fy ile,emptinefie,and nothingneffe,that he may be 
ico chem ; verily obferye your felyes and you fhal 
Wide, it there be. fetle humiliation, there is little of 
| | yift; i£much humiliation, much of Chri 5 if 
Hf onftanc humiliation, uncertain fruition of C Lyi; 
(ifeall humiliation, reall poflesfion of Chrifé ; it 
iM bumiliation, imaginaty ftuition of Chri/f. 


gow it, you cannot perifh if you fall not fhort } 


dic, you muft perifh if you ‘doe. Be exhorted 
ifficefore to lie dowynin the duft beforethe Lord, & 
ler the Lord ; nay, intreat the Lord that he would 
di thee upon his wheel, and mould thy heart to his 
| ;why will you reftin any good you have? O re- 
mber thy father was a Syriaz ready to perith ; 
| thy felf polluted,an infinite endleffe evil, What- 
x good thou doft, is it not a polluced tream,of a 
re polluted fpring? nay,fuppefé the Spirit works 
I good inthee; yet is it not polluted by thy un- 
nnheart ? Nay, {ippofe any actions fhould be 
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8 Jaw, but as #t were the worksot the Law; now 


Ole, 2. 


The Sound. Belecver. | 
perfect, yet remember that the Lord {pared not tha} 
Angels that {insed 5 perfection prelent cannot fatis|| 
fie Juftice for pollution'paft. Cry out therefore, and, 
tay, O Lerd, now J lee not only that my. fin is vile, 
bucchat- my felt and allmy righteoutnefie is vile ali] 
fox and now though theLord: {tands at adiftanes) 
{peaks no peace, hears no prayers, yet becaule thon, 
art very vile, Jie down under him, thavif-he-will hel) 
may treadupontiee,andthereby exalehimifelf, 4), 
wellaslifttheeup, andexalethee, Be. nor carelefit, 
whether the Lord helporno, but: be humbled, ne, 
coquarrellin cafe he fhouldnor. : For, a 
| 2. Suppofe thou. arenoronely miferable, butfia 
full, aidthe Lord (thoulay ft) cakes it notaway, yc, 
remember that to,quatrelt with God tor wich 
drawing his hand,:isalinne alfo; Lam.3. 39, an, 
wile thou adde fintofinne ? Beeb eee | 
.c2,0\Why artthou quiet and {till when the Lor, 
denyesthee any common merey 2 Is itnot: becan,) 
the Lord will have itfo 2: Now lookeas wee. fay 
him thathacesfiivasfin;that he hatesalbfin; fol, 
tharis meckned:with Gods good \pleafure in. an, 
onething becaufe of} his;good pleafurecin it, uj) 
enthe fame ground will at leaft defire ta floap j, 
every. thing. Suppofe therefore it bee the Lot, 
goodpleatureto deny thee mercy,] grant you mu, 
pray for it, yee with fubmiffien to the goodwill, 
tue Lord, fay ing, the Lords willis good,but mine. 
‘evil, otherwile,thon baftno mecknefle in any thin, 
cthatartnot meekly dub ject co his willin every chin. 
_ (34 Thegreateft-pride rhat is in man, appeal 
here 5for fuppofecheZord fhouldideny thee brea, 
}orwater, orclothes, was it your duty.co murmy, 
now ?, nay, wagit not pride, if the heart wou 
notlyedown;andday,; Lord T am worthy to ha. 
my! buead. plucke {rom my mouth,and my cloatk | 
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Hommy back, Now if it be pride to murmut in 
life che Lord denyes you {maller matters, the offals 
it thislife, doft not thou fee that its farre greater 
cide for thee to fink and quatrell with him, if be de- 
Hi yesthce greater, and the things of another life ? 1s 
Wie bound to give thee greater , that doth not owe) 
Tice the leaft ¢ Suppofe a beggar murmur at thy 
Woor,ifthoudoft deny him bread, ora cup of drink, 
nit thounot account hima proud ftout beggarebut 
chowgiveft him that, and then he quarreil & mur- 
tur at thee becaufe thou doft not give hima thou-| 
nd pdund, or thy whole eftate when he asks it, will} 


os teed 


| 
| 
fou not fay, I never met with the like infolency 2 the 
ord gives yon yourliyes, blefled be hisname, but 
buask for treafures of grace and mercy, thoufands/ 
| 
| 
| 


Wit pounds, Chrift himfelf, and all chat he is worth, 
nd the Lord {eemsto deny you, andnow you fink, 
Md erow fullen, and difcontent, and quarrell, and 
urmaur ac God, not direCtly,bur fecretly,and flily; 


| 
yi 


I a not the Lord now: fay; Was there ever {uch 
‘ide and infolency ? And therefore as Chrift {pake 
4 himfelfe, Joh. 12.24.25, A corn of wheat car 
Wir leve unlelfe a die firft ; to know it, you fhallne- 
i) brlive wich Chrift, unleffe you die and perifh in 
pur felyes, ualefie you be fown and lye under the 
i ods of your own wretchednefle, faith will never 
lif\ring up in fucha foul, As ’tisin burnings, the fire 
Mutt be firft taken ont, before there can be any hea- 
Mog fochis im patient {pirit which torments the foul, 
Mutt firft be removed,before the Lord wil heal thee 
wa 4, Confider the approaching times ; Idoe be- 
Aleve the Lord atthisday is comming out tofhake 
| nations, all hearts, all confciences, all conditions, 
1 idto teare and rend from ycu your choyfeft blef- 
Wfis2s,peace,and plenty, both external and internal! 
a | fo; for there is need of it, our age grows full, and 
| eee H 4 proud, 
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proud and ‘wanton, mans price isfaln ip the mars): 
ket, unlefle nis locks and new fathions comment | 
him to the world. O confider when God comeste |} 
rend all from you, ther you may finde a need of the }j 
-yercife of thisduty ; it may be the time iscoming)}; 
vw hereim you'fhall have nothing to fupport your) 
hearts, you thal] finde reft inne way butthis; 1} 
know afluranceof Godslove may quieryou; but); 
whatif the Lord fhake all your foundations and de*}, 
prive you of that? what will you do then? and thet) 
foreas Zepkany,cap.2, 3. having foretold of thee?) 
vill day, cryes unto his hearers, Seeke meekuelfe Jee: 
meche of the earth ; {eeke meekneffe; So fay Ita, 
you : for you will find all litde enough, Come; 
down from thy throne and be the footftool & thref~ 
hold of Chrift jeftis, betore the dayes ofdarknefle: 
cometpony cu ; be contentto be a cypher, a Repe: 
ping-ftone, the very oftall of the world, re i 
“But you will fay, Wherein fhould I expreffe this! 
hamiliation and fubjeétion ? : | 
Be highly thankful for any little the Lord gives, 
Lami3, 22.23, Be humbleand judge thy felfwor 
thy of nothing when the Lord denyes ; Aer | 
you fhalj finde the Lord Jefus ere long ipeaking 
peace unto you, and giving thee reftim his bofome’ 
charnowrart quietly contented co lie ftill at his feet, 
Foriomehelpsthereunto, we] 
1. Remember whofe thowatt, vx. the Lord, 
clay, and he thy Potter, and therefore may doe wid! 


6 
i] 


thee whatihe vetll, Rom.9.20.>.. These) fl 
2, Remember whatthouart, véz. a polluted yel: 
fel,a kind of infinite endlefle evil, as I have oft {aici 
fee the picture of thy own: vilenefle in the damne« 
lin hell who ate full, and fhallchrough al] etermit; 
pour out all manner of evil, Fob 40, 3.45 2 ue 
| 3. Rememberwhatthou haft been, and a 
. on! 
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ng chou hait made watre againft Chili wach all 
Jy might,and heart, and ftrengch; why fhould the! 

ord therefore choofe thee before otheis, Jer, 3.5. 

hen as, (askthy confcience) wasthereevertucua 

etch fince the world began as thou hait been ¢ 

i 4, Remember what thou wilt be : fir for no 
Ble to Jefus Chrilt, good for nothing, but to pollute 
s holy name when thou medleft wich it; and why 
nould'the Lord take upluch a dry leafe, Elay 6 4. 
, and breathupon {uch 4 ary boze 2. 

5. Remember how good the Lords willis, even 
hen itcrofleth thine; hee {hall have infinite glory 
y allhis denials cothee of whatthou wouldét ; hee 
all gaine that, though thou lofe{tchy peace and 
aiecnefle, that-good which thy foolifh finfull will 
efires at bishand, /ohz 12.27.28. andit fo, blef- 
pe his hame,’ lec God live, ‘bur let man die and 
rifh, thathe may be exalted of vile man. 

6, Remember the fweetreft thou flhalchave by }. 
is fubje@tion to the Lord ; nothing is mans 
-offe, but mans will ; a ftabbornwill hikea ftub- 
orn heifer in the yoke galls and frets the-foule 5 
arne meckeneffe, faith our Saviour, of mee in 
aking my yoke on Jou, and then you [all finde 
b(t. Hell would nog bee -bell, to. a heart truely 
umbled, Sometimes: you finde enlargements, 
nen you are glad : fometime none, then you 
nke : fometimes you haye hope of mercy, then 
oware calm : fometimes you lofe your hopes, 
1en the Sea works : when the Lord pleafectr you, 
nenyou are well, but if.a lictle crotte befall you, 
hen your {pring is muddy , and a litle thing 
roubles : Oh bee humbleand vilean thine own 
yes, and-verily fueh’ uncertain fits‘of peace and 
couble.aredone, and thedayes of all your mour- 
ing ate now ended, ‘". ais bg , 
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Ot thankfulneffe, to all thofe whom the Lor!' 
hathtruly humbled : Time was, whenthe Lor’ 
firft convinced you, that fo long as you could maki 
| any fhift, finde reft inany duties, you would neve! 
lye down at Chrifts fect, now the Lord might hay’ 
left youto have ftarmbled at that’ ftumbling-ftont' 
and to bave ftuck in thefe bufhes, but you may fe’ 
that thé Lord will faye you even then when yo! 
would not be faved by him : and efpecially take ng’ 
tice of two paflages of Gods dealings with yor) 
wherein ufually you finde matter of difcourage’ 
ment, sather then of acknowledgment of Goce’ 
goodnefleto youtherein. 1. That the Lord har! 
withdrawn?all feeling of any good, which it ma’! 
be once you felt, and thae the Lord hath let out mor 
of theeévill ef your hearts then ever you imagine! 
was in them, nay fo much evill chat you think ther} 
isnone like unto you, who haft now no heart ne: 
power to ftirre chink, defire, will, or doe any thin: 
that isgood : O bleffethe Lord for this, for this ‘ 
Gods way to humble, and empty, and make thr 
poore; the Lord fay *(though it may be you d’ 
not) that you refted in that good you fel, and w' 
or would be lifted. up by thefe , and therefore d' 
Lord hath broke thofe crazy crutches, tamifhe nov 
brought you down tonething, made you like di 
defarts; allche hurtthe Lord aimethat in this, beir' 
only co humble you, and though thefe defertions I 
bitter for the prefens, yet that by thefe he might d' 
yougood in your latter end: O brethrenthe Api’ 
ftc ftandsat a ftayand defiresthe Corzmbians 1 
confider, You fee your calling, faith hee, 1 Cor. * 
Not many mighty, not many wife, eae nC al 
are not doth he call, that no flelh, might glory: Th 
Lord, faith Mtofes, Deut. 8. 2. 3. fuffered thee 


want, (that was the firft) and then fedthee, that k 
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} 2, Thatthe Lord h ptyon (it may bea long 

Brnetoo) from fight and fenfe of his peculiar love; 

Hise would wonder why the Lord fhould hide his 

nthofe to whom he doth’ 

becaufe there is in ma- 
and this would) 


I ozforter which|houle 
Wr or them : what was 
eethe end of it, yerfe 
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Lord never dealt thus with anyas with me ; fuppof 
that; thereafonthen is, becaufe the Lord fees, ne 
yer had any facha highhearcas thou haft;. but O}} 
be thankfull, chat notwithftanding this, he wil! tak 
the painestotake it down. il 
hus much for humiliation; I come now to. thy 
fourth andlaft, whichis Faith, y 


{ 


S E C T. V. iow ; i 
The fourth and laft att of (bréfts power, a i 
the work of Faith. 4 


T He Lord haying wounded and humbled hi 
f. Elect,and laid them down dead at his feet,ther’ 
are now asunableto beleeve as they were to humb} 
their own foules ; and therefore now the Lord take! 
them up into his own armes, chat they lean and ref" 
on the bofome of their beloved by fairh. After Fc: 
fepb bad {poken roughly te his brethren, and there’ 
by brought the bleod of their brother to remenn' 
brance,and fo had humbled them ; and then he ca’ 
contain no longer, but difcovers himfelfto tiem, & 
tels them, Lam Jofeph whom you wickedly folc' 
yetfear not; fodothour Saviour carry it toward' 
his Elect, when he laid them low ; now isthe yer’ 
{caton for him toadyancethe glory of his grace, h' 
cannot how contain him(felfany lorfger ; but havin! 
tornand taken away that vail of fin and of the lay! 
| from off their hearts, now they fee the Lord with ¢' 
pen face, even the end of thae which was to be abc’ 
lifhed, 2 Cor, 3, The explication of thisgreat work’ 
isof exceeding great difficulty ; nothing mere ftir 
ring then faith ina true Chriftian, becaufe he live 
by it,yet itis very little known; as children in th’ 
worbe, that know not that nayill {tring by whic’ 
they principally live I fhall therefore be wary,an’’ 
leaving larger explications,acquaint you with the n 
ture of Faith, in chis brief defcription of it. : a 

ai 
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~ Faith is that gracious work of the Spi- 
rit, whereby an humbled finner receiveth 
Chrift; or whether the whole foule com- 
S\ meth out of it felfe'ro Chrift., for Chrift 

and all his benefits; upon the call of Chrift 
) ie in his Word. “yh ; 
Before I open this particularly, give me leave.to 
remife fome generall confiderations ; Faith isthe 
om plement of effeStual vocation, which begins in 
5odscal,& ends in this an{wer to that call;the Lord 
reyents a poor humbled foul, with his-cail, eicher 
Mot knowing how, ornot able , or not daring to 
i ome and then the foul comes, and hence men cal- 
th ed, and believing areall one, Row. 9. 24. with 3 3. 
diMany 2 wounded finner will be fcrambling after 
WChriid from fome general reports of him, betore the | 
| ay and houre of Gods glorious and gracious call, 
fi WNow forany to receive Chrift, ot come to Chrift, 

before he is called,.is prefunption; to refufe Chrift 
4 phen called, is rebellion; to comeand receive when 
called, is properly & formally Faith,and that which 
(g.ne Scripture ftiles, the obedience of F atth, Rom.1, 


eff * And now Chriftat thisinftant is fully and freely 
‘Wiven, on. Gods part, when really ard freely come 
iqgonto andtaken on our part, re : 

gl Lbis-recezving of C briff, ot comming to Chriff 
gare for fabftance the fame, though the words be di- 


paverssthe holy Ghoft ufethco exprefs one & the {ame 
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qt hing in variety of words, that ourfeeblenefs might 
jygeae better underftand what he meaneth, And hence 
igi Sctipture, believing, comming, recesving C hrift, 
vobing. trufting, cleaving tothe Lerd, Gs fet out 
<jgone aud the fame thing ; and chereforeit is no WOD-, 
wider it our Divines have different defcriptions ot 
sg {ith in_ variety of words; whichif well confadered 
; | doe but fet out ane Ane the fame thing : and 1 
| ents 
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doe conceive they doe all agree in this defcription J], 
have now mentioned ; I know there are fome who} 
tread awry here, whom I {hall briefly note our, and) 
fo paffe.on to what weintend, | 7 |) 
Ie The Papifts, with fomeothers of corrupt) 
judgements,at leaft of weake a pprehenfions among) 
our felves, defcribe Faith tobe nothing elfe but a fu- 
pernaturall affent toa divine truth, becaufe of a di-|j 
vine teftimony : Ex, gr. toaffent cothis truth, chat)! 
Chrift is come, thache is the Sonne of God; hati] 
he was dead and is rifen again, that he is the Saviour); 
of theworld, 8c. and coconfirm this they produce: 
Mat.16.16, tlobn 4. 3. ) 
It is granted that this affent is in Faith, for Faichi 
alway hathref{pect to fometeftimony ; tor man by} 
his fall hath loft all knowledge of divine and fuper- | 
naturall truths; hence Ged reveales them in his‘ 
word; hence Faithfeesthem and aflents tothem,y 
beeaufe God hath fpokenthem : to feeand know: 
things by yifion, istofee things in themflelves intui-i 
tively and immediately; butto fee things by Faith) 
is to fee ther by and in a teftimony given of them, 
Tohn 20,20,  Bleffedis heethat hath not feen, (i.e, 
Chrift immediately) bat beleeved,#. e. histetti-) 
mony,andon him init; this affent therefore is ef 
Faith (forwe mutt believe Chrift before wee can) 
believe in him )but this comprehends not the whole) 
nature of Faith; I mean of that Faith we are now) 
{peaking of, 24z, asit unites us to Chrift, and pol 
feffeth ng with Chrift, For, 1 
1, This defcription placeth Faith onely in the: 
underftanding, whereas *cis alfo in the will, as thei 
words tru/ting, rolleng, &c, intimate, y 
2. Thisaffentis meerly generall, without parti-|i 
ularapplication, whichiseyer intrue Faith, Gal, 
rs 3. This/ 


& 
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3. Thisis fuch a faith, as the devils may have, 
licres,2.1.9, and reprobate men may have, 2 Pet.| 
20,21, Heb,t0. 26. Thereis a wilfill retufing 

Wtheknowntruth = Passa 
Ml 4, Ic isthe Papifts aymto vilifie faith hereby, 
8): defcribing it by that which is one ingredient in}. 

N but excluding that whichis principal; thofe phra- 
ls therefore of believing Chrift ts come in the fldh, 
ohn 4, 3. and that he a the Sonne of God, Mat, 
: 1 6. asifthis were the only object to faith, are 
| F to be underftood exclufively, excluding ether 

sts of faith, which che Scripture in other ‘places 
ts down clearely ; but inclufively, as fuppofing | 
em co be contained herein : for as we in our titnes 
efcribing faith by relying upon Chrift for falvati-! 
Hh, doe nor exclude hereby our believing that he is 
\@Meffiah; but we include it, or {up pete it,becaufe 
What is not now quettioned, thé rruth of the Gofpell 
cing fo abundantly cleared ; fo inthofe times,they 
pleribed Faith by one principall act, to believe that 
was the Son of God, and come into'the flefh, 
WWecaufe this was the main and principall thing in 
ueftionthen : and if the Lord had notfet our faith 
My other acts in Scripture,we fhould not vary from 
urcompaffe in fuchexpreflions in the Word in 
nefe dayes 3 for their faiththen, is exemplary tous 
Mow ; becaufe the Word doth more fully fee it out 
in more fpeciall acts, hence wee fet it outalfo by 
iIhbem ; for *tis evident, asthe Jewesdid believe ina 
WMeffiah to come, fo they did alfo believe, and look 
“ic all good from him, Johu 4.25. Hee wih teach 
it | 6 allthings when he comes 2 and therefote their 
ith did notconfine it felf tothat hiftoricallact that 
ll Meffiah fhould come} or that this was the Mefi- 
Ith; bur they did expe& and look forall good from 

im > And hence the expounding this fay- 

| | 3 Ings 
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Rom. | ing, v#z~ believing that Chrift is dead and rifenals 
10,9,10 (se we fhall hereby:be fayed : Lf thou believefi 


faith he} wath thine heart this truth, thou (halt &)! 
aved. Nowto believe withthe heart, as it doth! 
not exlude affent, fo itneceffarily includes the ach! 
of the willand affections in relying upen him, ani! 
comming to him, And hence, when ‘Peter hat 
made chat confeffion, .4't,1 6,16, Chriftcels him 
Thow art Peter ; i.e, a {tone refting upon the rock 
(as ome good Interpreters expound it) and. there} 
fore Peters faith did not exclude thefe principal 
acts of refting on Chrift, cleaving to Chrift, bu’ 
did includeand fuppofethem, | i 
Ae, _ 2, Somerun into another extreame, and maki 
faith nothing elfe, but a perfwafion or affuranca 
chat Chrift dyed far me in particular, orthat he 1! 
mine. [hat which moyesfome thusto think, is thi 
univerfal redemption by the death of Chrift; they! 
know no ground er bettom for faith but this Propo)’ 
fition, Chrift dyed for thee, and hence makes Re | 
demption univerfall : And hence the Arminian | 
boaft fo much of their Quod unu[quifque tenctmi 
credere, ec. But 1. This is a falfe bottom, | 
Chrift hath not dyed for all, becaufe he hath no | 
prayed forall/ohn 17,2, 

2, This isa fandy bottom and foundation whiel 
whena Chriftianreftsupon, it fhakes under him 
when the foul fhallthink, though Chrift hath dye¢ 
for me,yet no more for me,then for Judas, orthou | 
fands of reprobatesnow in hell. Indeed atter faith! 
a Chriftian is bound to beleeye it, as Pas did,Gal' 
2,20. 1 Cor. 1 5.1.2. roeetar ha 

I conceive therefore thofe holy men of ours = 
have defcribed Faith by aflurance, have not fo much 
aymed at a defcription of what Faith isinie felfas i 
pofleffechus with Chrift ; but of what degree and’ 


extent 
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i cent it may be,and fhhould be in us; they defcribe 
Wherefore by the moft eminent act of it, in full af- 
| Pie : and therefore coniule withthe Authors of 
| isdefcription; and enquire of them, 1s there no 
dubting mixt with faith? Yes, fay they, mans 
Mpubtings fometimes areeven unto a kinde of de- 
aire, but then (fay they; it fhould not be thus. The 
iygapifts commend soutentia, and deny affurance, 
Hace faithin a general aflent; our champions that 
acre to wrattle with chem,maintainedit to bea par- 
cular application, (and not enlya generall sty 


4 
| 


4h 


Mich, but it hach fomeaffurance,of which afterward, | 
i Let me how come to the ‘explication of the de- 
ription given, where notethelefive things.» 
a, Lhe efficient canfe of Faith, it is:awork 
te 6 oF the Spititic yicq ai es ae 
2 The fubject,or. matter in which itisfeated, 
_ vixe the foule ofan humble finner, | 
+ 3, The forme of it, 04x. the comming of the 
whole fouleto Chrift, | 
4.The end of it, v#x, for Chrift and all his 
wipenebiyss 0 nis cee ty 2 ‘epalSoeie 
lf 5s The fpecial ground and meanes of it, 742. 
ald the Callef ChriftinbisWerd, 
i) . Theefficiearcaufeof Faith, 
“| Faith. is a'gracious work of the Spiric of Chrift, 
he Spirit therefore is the efficient ¢aufe or princi- 
pall workman of Faith; the Spirit doth not be- 
ceve, bue caufeth us to beleeve ; “tis not préxct- 
ium quod, the principle which doth beleeye, but 
vincipinm gio, the principle by which we doe ; che 
| ; ouls 


| . 


you fay.istruc, if I could beleeve, but I cannot fe 
‘Chriit, cannot come at Cnrift, I feek him in the 


atife, bue frommGeds itnmoveable and unchange- 
able purpote? the Lord therefore mutt eicher alter’ 
his purpofe, or prevail with the foulto'beleeve, and’ 
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fouis of allthe Elect(efpecially when humbked )ar 
ofall other things,moft unable to beleeye : nay loo} 
as before. com pun tion and humiljation; Satan helt! 
the foul captive chiefly by its luftsandfins; fo noy| 
whenthe*Lord hath butnt thofe cords, and broker’ 
thole chaines, all the powers of darkneffe {trengthel| 
themielves,and keep the foulunder mightily,by un} 
belief... What doe youtell me of mercy ? (faith thi} 
foul) “istnercy which [have continually refifted' 
detperatély:detpiled ; why doe you perfwade me t' 
beleeve ?-Alas:! I cannots tistrue, all that whict| 


meaies, buthe forfakes me there, and’ I am left o!! 
God deflate; and here beloved; the fotle had no’ 
formerly fo many excufes for its fin, as now it hat!’ 
cloudsof objeCtions againit beleeving ; ‘the Spiri' 
therefore takes faltholdiof the foules ofall the Eleé y 


‘drawesthemunto Chrift s and therefore it iscallec’ 


the {pirzt of faith, 2 Cor.4,.03. and that by an om) 
nipotentand itrefiftable power, Efay-§3.1, Whi| 
hath beleeved p-e9 ta whem is the arm of thé Lore 
revealed 2 that the foubmaft and fhall beleeve now. 
Compell thenato come in, {aichthe Lord of the Sup’ 
per, /#ke 14.23. This the Artninians will not be! 
lecve, for (iay they ) the Queftion is not, Whethe!' 
we are enabled to beleeve by grace 2: but, Whethey 


it béafterthis manner) and by this meanes; vz,’ 


modo trrefiftabils 2« Confider therefore thefe Rea. 


fons, toclearthis'point,  - | 


1, Whence dothourcalland comming to Chrift 


over- power the heart thereunto, pan : 
2, Isnot Chrilt Jefusi bound by office and pro-’ 


mile’ 
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Hlife to the Father to bring in all his loft {cartered 
i cep, thac fo the Father and he may be glorified in 
Mem ? Lohbn 10.16. Other {heep £ have, thofe I 
Wet bring home , and they fhallhear my vayce, 
Hou that.complaine you cannot beleeye, nay thac 
Hu have no hearcto beleeve, the Lord mutt fetch 
| M in; and you fhall hear the Bridegrooms yoy ce 
BP BYOYO es 8 Maen ore 
J}. 3. Isnor the act of beleeving wrought by a create 
Ade power 2 Eph.1.9, Eph. 2, 10. Efay $7.18,19, 
Apcreate the rust of the lips peace,peace to hiss that | 

Wl cear,and afar off : and isnota creating voice itre- 
Itable, though there be nothing for it to work up- 
ih 2. fo though youhaye no ‘ilicy, heart, head, or 
lirengthto beleeve,yer the Lord will create the fruit 
i che lipsof Gods Meflengers Peace, Peace. 
4. Dothnotthe Lord Jet in that infiniteand fir. 
psting iweetnefle of grace, when he worksthe foul 
ip beleeve, ftanding in. extreamneed of that grace, 
:atdt canner but comeé cleaye to it? P {4,6 3.2.3 
long to feethee, faith David, for silane kind= 
Wh (Je.2s better then Life; it is imposlible for a man to 
eave to hislife? much more to that which is better 
nenlife: thelightisfoclear, ic cannor bur feeand 
i} onderargrace; the food isfofweet, it cannot but 

:(tandaccept what Ged fo freely offers; and ther. 
porethe poor Canaanitifh woman, AZa,1 5. Could 
‘Movbe driven away,though Chrift bid herina man. 
iher be gone;bue fhe naade all the objections againft 
ecarguments for her(as ufually faichdoth, when 
Ander this {troak of the Spirit), The violest takethe 
[zgaonte of. heaven by o, 3 the Spiric puts a ne- 
“sity upon them , andvrreliftably oyer-powers 
pom, and this is he caufe of it. 3 

| And isnot this matter of great confolation to all 

fpeofe who feel chemfelys utterly unable to beleeve 7 
‘ oe | you 
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you think the Lord would give peace and pardon, 
ive and merey, if J could beleeve; Oh confiderthq, 
Lord hath overtaken inthe Covenant of Grace ta) 
-worke in allhis the condition of the Covenant, ag) 
well astoconvey thee good of it. Ler.3%. 34. 324) 
33.34. Hehathdone this for othersby an irrefifty| 
ble power, Heb.12.1.2. Looke-upto J efus the aur} 
thor and finifher of your faith, hee came out of his! 
Fathers bofome, not only to give life by his death, 
but co‘enable his to eat and elofewith him by Faith, 
that they might sever dye, Loh 6,50, fo the Lore) 
may work icin thee; it istrue alfo,he may not,yet i 
isunfpeakable comfort to confider,that ifthe Lore: 
had. put it over unto thee to belecye; itis certain thou) 
fhould{t neve have beleeved ; but now the work Js 
put ingo the haiid of Chrift;that which is imposfibk | 
to thee, is posfible,nay eafte, with him; he can com-; 
prehend thee, when thoucanft not apprehend him} 
this is exceeding {weet whenthy body isfick,& fou: 
is deterced, incredible things to be beleeved,are pro»: 
pounded; animposfible work tothy weaknefle ur: 
ged, upon pain of Godsforeft & molt unfpeakable' 
wrath; to confideritisnot in me; ‘but inthe Lordy 
‘own hand; and.itishis office,his glory to work faith, 
and asthe Apoltlelpeaks, to fhew mercy watot hem 
- \that are fhacup,not only azder fin, buralio unber 
->| Hef's Rom. 344.326 But why hath the Lordimade 
thee feel thy inabilityto beleeve? truly the end of our 
wants isnot tormake us fin andrfhift for our felves| 
but ro ask and feeke for {upply; andthe end of the: 
| continuance of thofe wantsis, thacwe fhould'contt: 
nue to ask and féek. And daft thou think thou fhal: 
feck tothe Lordy his own handto create faith, '& 
ferch thee in, and will not the: Lord take his time to 
workin 2 He rhat beleeves,faiththe Apoftle, Kom, 
10.11, /0a8 wot be albsmed ; why fo ? meee if 
. ora, 
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wd, faith he, who zs over all, is rich unto allthat 

| F upon him, vert, It chou haft nota heart, fhuc 
from asking of it; the Lord who hath power,bath | 
Wt aheart {hut up towards thee from working it. 
H)Bur withall be thankful exceedingly 5 all you | 
Mhofe hearts the Lord hath drawneand overcome ; | 
Hicame tohis owne people the Jewes, and would |. 
I: haye gathered them, but they would not, and 
erefore he forfookthem, and lett cheir habitations 

| folate ; Ob howoft would the Lord have gathet- 
Hf you, ang you would not! yet the Lord hath not |. 
iicfaken you, but called youin whether you would 
AW no; the Lord hath taken many a manat his firft 
Mord, and left him at the firft repulfe, fhaken off 
ie duft of his fect again{t him prefently, A4Zat. 10. 
4. without any more intreatics to accept of mer- 
oll; yetthou haft not onely refufed, but even crucy- | 
ilfdd the Sonne of God, yet he hathnot been driven 
liom thee, but his bowels have been oft kindled to- 
| ther, when hee hath beeneready to give theeup 3} 
u4 hen ‘hou haft beene under the hedges, and in the 
M4 ghwayesthat lead to death, and did{t never think | 
il bim, nor did{t defire him, yet he hath compelled 
filce to comein; he hach made thee feel fuch an ex- 
mcam need of him, and made himfelfe fo exceed~ 
ne, (weet, that thou haft not beene able to refift 
is love, but tocry out, Lord thou haft overcome 
afee with mercy, J am.not able ro refitt any more, 
ey which is more wonderfull , when thou haft 

eene gathered, and goie from him, and loft thy 
Wife and bim alfo againe, and itmay be haft been 
jWtended athim; yet he hath gone before thee into 
iWalilee, and gathered thee up when thou haft been 
«ifs water fpilt upon the ground; what fhould bee 
ne caufe of this, but onely this? the worke o 
iMfpith lies upon him,both to begin and finifh;he mutt 
ee or | ~~ *“gather 


a he 
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eacher ini all his loft fheep, and therefore he hath p 
forth an irrefittable power of his Spiric uponthy 
heart which muft eatry thee captive afterhim. — 

J am afraid my faith hath been father prefump 
tion, 2 work of my own power, then faith wroughy 
by the Spirits power ; how may I difcern that? >} 

If you are wraptup in Gods Coyenant , if any) 
promife be actually yours, it is no prefumption f) 
take pofleffion by faith of whatis your owne; dof 
thow feriou fly will Chrift, and refolve never to giv) 
the Lord reft, untill he give thee reft in him ? che} 
fee, Rev. 22.17. Whofsever will let him, take a) 
thewater of lift. Doft thouthirft after Chrift? the 
read Efay $5. 1.2.3. John 7. 37. Lf any may 
thirft, let him come unto me aud drinke, Whe; 


Gi 


Chrift faw their faith, Mat, 9.1, 2. What fai) 
he ? Sonbe of goodcheere, thy finnesbe forgiven 
the wotdlignines, be confident. Jtis no prefumpy 
tion to beleeve pardon of finnes now thou art com) 
unto me, not onely forthe healirg of thy body. bu 
efpecially for pardon cf finne. It isthe great fine 
many Saints, when they doe thirit, and beleeye,anr 
come to Chrift, and foare under the promife 4 
grace; yetthey thinke it prefumption now to be; 
leeve and take poffesfion of all chofe Treafures tha! 
be In Chrift, but looke chat the Lord fhould fit» 
make thein feele,and then they will be‘eeve; whert; 
as faith fhould now receive and drink in abundant; 
ly of the fulneffe of Chrift > fhall it be accounte, 
preftimption for any man toeat his own bread,an 
drinke his own drink, and put on his own cloathes ; 
the promife makes Chrift and all his benefits you 
own, therefore it isno prefumprionto apply them; 

Suppofe you cannot finde your felfe within an) 
promile, and you feeno reafonto beleeve, onel; 
you hayethe Lords call and command to’ pice 

f@) 


od by refufing his grace ? chou doft therefore ac- 
of it, thisis no prefumption, unleffe obedience 

| i prelumptions nay, the molt. acceptable obedi- 
Byoce, which is the obedience of Faith, Lohn 6. 38. 
Blor what was the ground on which thole 3000, be- 
Hieved ? dtls a. 38.39. 8c, Peter laid, Kepent 
Pat you may receive remtsfion of (snwes ; NOW what 

| ume ? they that gladly received the word, were 
yepiexzed? O that word, repent,?.¢e, as Bexa €x- 
#ipundy ic, recurn to God and come in, was a mott 
Waveet word to them, and therefore they received it ; 
His wasno prefumption, either for Peter to exhort 
dc to repent,or forthem to take the Lord(as that 
Mibdly man {aid) athisfirft word. I knowthere is 
f ) fubjection to the Gofpel arifing onely from flay- 
Wi feare and carnal] hopes,P{al,66.3. P/4.18.44,. 
| } may be in prefumptuous reprobates,but there is 
1 


ubjection arifing from the fenfe of the {weetneffe 
Hid exceeding geodnefs of Gods calland promite, 


} 
| ae 10,23. Asa woman that is overcome with 


He words of her loving fuitor, the manis precious, | | 
Wad hence his wordsare very {weet, and overcome 
f | thearttothinke, why Should fuch a oneas I be 
Wjokt upon, by one of fucha place ? it is no pre- 
ijmption now, but duty to give her confent: fot is 
i#ite ; when the Lord is precious and his words|Oh. 
iiceptme,O cometo me]are exceeding {weet; and) 
ircupon out of obedience gladly yields.up it felte 
the Lord, takes poflesfion ofthe Lord, this isno 
}Jore ptefumption, thento fanGifie a Sabbath, or 
Hi pray, or hearthe Word, becaufe the Lords com- 
andsare herein very fweet, ate: 
ld If Repentance accompanies Faith, “tis no pre- 
at 3 furnption 
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‘{uin ption to beleeve Many know the fin,and hence |) 
beleeve in -Chrift,cruft to Chrift, and there isan end} 
of their faith; buewhat confeffion and forrow for 
fir, what mote love to Chrift followes this faich#} 
rruly none; nay their faich' is che-caufe why they), 
have notes for they thinke, if | eraftto Chrittto for 
ewe them, he willdoe it, andthere'is an end of the} 
bufinefle. Verily this hedge faich,this bramble faith) 
that tatches hold en Chrift,and pricksand: {cratches) 
Chrift by more inipeniteney, more contempt OF 
him; is meere pre fumption; which fhall oneday be} 
burntup, and deltroyed by the fire of Gods jealous 
fie: Fie upon that faith that ferves onely to keep a! 
manfrom being corniented’ betore his time. . Y out! 
fins would-be your forrows, but that your faith qui 
etsyou. “But if fith be accompanied with repen: | 
tan¢e, mourning for finne, more efteem of God: | 
giace in Chrift,: fo that nothing breaks thy hear’ 
more then the thoughts of Chrifts unchangeable 
Joveto one fovile , and this love makesthee love! 
much,and love him the more; as thy finne encrea:’ 
{eth fo thou defireft thatthy love may encreafe,ant 
‘now'the {treame of thy thoughtsrunne, how thet! 
mayeft live to him that dyed for thee. This wa) 
Maries faith , who fate at Chrifts feet weepin 
wafhing them with her. Teares, and /eving Fim 
much, becanfe much was forgiven s who thoug’ 
{he was accounted a prefumptuous weman by 5 
mon; and Chrift himfel {uttered in his thought’ 
for fuffering of her co come fo neare unto him; ye 
the Lord himfelfeclears her therein,and juftifies he 
before God and men : many a: poore beleeve 
thinks, If I fhould belceve, I fhould but prefume 
anddpin a fpiders web of Faith out of my own’ 
bowels ; and hence you thall obferve,  thisnot be 
leeving fiopsup the work of repentance, mourn: 
a | an! 
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udJove, and all chearfullobedience in thenr; and: 
Anche contrary, if they ‘did beleeve , it would bee} 
with them asthemlelves thinke many times, If I 
new the Lord was mine, and my finnes pardon- 
dd, Ohhow fhould I then blefic hina, and love him, 
nd. wonderathim ! ‘how’ would this breake my 
Heart before him ! 8c, Now I fay, levallthe world 
tudge, ifthar which thou thinkeft would be pre fum- 


Anat Eaithwhichletsoucthote bleffed {prings of for - ; 


| ’ 
-anitbeelfe-but {ach a faving faithas is wrought by 


Hin Eaithisfeated: I meancalfo the habit of Faith, 
Bot the pginciple of it; for that is cut of manin the 
MLord Tek 
asour firength; the (oulle therefore is che tubject of 
A Faith; called the beart, Rem, 10. 9: compared 
Bwith Adatth. 6,21. for we cannot goeor Come to 
it Chrift inthis life with our bodies, we ‘are here ab- 
A (ext fromthe Lord, 2 Cor. 5. burthe foule can goe 


\ 


Ato bi; the heart can be withhim, as theeyecan {ee 
Ha tooo miles off, and receive the {pectesor tmage of 


uJ 


Januy into. adry and. defolace heart ? 


et of Faith, , 1 doe not meane the matter out of 


lo 


which Faith is wrought,’ (for there is nothing in. 


thethingsit feesintoity {o the foule enlightned by 
M faith, catifee Chriftatar off,1c can long for, choole, 
and reftaponthe Lord ofilife, and receive the lively | 
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tion, be not re bellion, becaufe it makes thee wor fe, 
nd ftops vip the Spiric: of gtace in thee,’ Whereas 


ow; love; thankfalneffey humblenefle, 8c. ‘what 


he Spirit 5 becaufe iv lets in che.S pirit more abun- 


2, TheSubjeGor matter of Faith, 


-‘Fhisisthe{econa thing in the defcription of Faith, 
he {oul ofan humbled fanner: is the fubject or mat- 


manoutofwhichthe Spirit begets it) but that wher- 


_ywhoistherefore called ovr hep2,as well 


= 


maeeof Chrifts glory init; 2 Cor3,4lie 
ee feenna mn nie RO ara eae 
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\ led, Lohe 3.14, and the 


fi 
2 
Fs 
; , 
§ Mt 
& 
i 
2 bs 
% Wt 
> rs 
‘ ‘ 
s bist 
5 i } 
s y 
z ait 
> | 
x 
i n 
vt 
$ : 
\ 


The Sound Beleever, 


If Chrilt were prefentupon earth, the {oule (rq 

the body ) onely.could truly receive him: Chri , 
jcoines to his Elect onely by his Spirit, and heng 
our /pirits only are fit to reeeive him and clofe wit! 
bim ; thoulands hear Chrift outwardly, that it) 
wardly aredeafe toall Gods calls, their {pirics fe: 
not, talt not, feele not; itis therefore the fowle that) 
the fubject of Faith : and] fay it is an humble ¢ : 
pty{oule which isthe fubjest ; tora full,proud,bra: 
ken {pirit cannot, nay will notreceive Chrift, as wy 
have proved ; andtherefore Luke 14. the feryant}: 

| commanded tobid thepsor, halt, and blind, an\\ 
| lame to, come iz; they would rot make excufes ai 
ochers did 3 they thac were ftung todeath with fier} 
Serpents, were the only men thatthe brafonSe 


r pen: 
was lifted up for them 


to looke upompand tobe hea 
refore the promife doth no 
tun, /f any man have vei{donalet him aske it, but 4s 
any man want wildom, Lam, 1. 5« fo it any mai 
want light, life, want peace, patdon, want Chri 
and his Spiric,let them aske,andthe Lord will give 
away with your money if you come to thefe Ha 
tobuy, and take freely / fan man would be wife 
let hina be a foole, (faiththe blefled Apgftle jan em: 
pty nothing; a foulina perithing,belpleHle,hopelet 
condition, is the fubje& of faith; {uch only feel thei! 
need of Chuift, are glad arthe offer of C brift, ani 
therefore {uch only can and will receive Chrilt, ang 
Come unto Chrift by faith: andtruly ifwehad bu: 
hearts, the confideration of this might be ground: 
g'¢at comfort and confidence unto all Gods people: 
whole foules come unto J efus Chrift, for thar whiel 
wasin Thomas, Loh, 21. is inall men naturally, 4) 
we could fee Chrift with our eyes,and feel him witli 
out hands, and embrace him (as Mary did) with 
our arins, if we could hear himlelf {fpeake, we coule. 
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t hen beleeve as they faid, 
i i 
Wen thus unto Us, we will ther beleeve ; if we want 
iihis we feare wee may beatlaft deceived, becaute 
ive want fenle, and cannotcome to clofe with our 


zi | 
ye this point, wee are made partakers ef Chrifts 
afc, and falvation by him, onely, yet certainly by 
ihich, Now this faithis not by feeing hina with our 
ayes, coming neareo him wich our bodies,but com- 
ng to him with our foules ; the foule isthe feat of 
. We Now this you may dee, though you never 
aius faw him, whom though you 
iliing yore rejoyce + this coming ot the foul to Chrift, | g, 
doth make a firmer union between thee and Chrift, 
jem if thou were bodily prefentwith him in Heaven. 
for many touched and crowded him, that never 
i vere truly united to him, or received vertue from 
a him, If our fouls were inthethird Heaven with 
A hrift, who of us would then doubt of our portion 


nco Chrift Jefus, and there feft, this makes you 
carertohim, then if your foules were under his 
ving inthe higheft Heavens. The poore Sea-man 
vhenheisneardangerousfhores, when he cannot 
toe down to the depth of the Sea to fatten his Ship, 
# ct if he can caft his Anchor twenty oF forty fathom 
cep, and if chacholds, this quiecs him inthe foreft 
tormes; when we are tofled and cannot come to 
hrift with our. bodily pretence, yet if our foules 
an come, if our faith our anchor can reach him, & 

cnitus to him, this fhould exceedingly comfortour 


nears, 


who is now abfent from me ¢ 7 
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if hee wikcome fromthe 
roge lowe fay if he will come downe from hea- 


esand hands the objeéts of our faith; but Ohcon- 


, 


A&.to, 
Az, 


ee not, yet belecv- t Pet,1, 


im ? [tell you if out foulsgoe ourof finand felte, 


How, and where fhould my foul come to Chrift, 


Chrift comes to you in his Word and Covenant 
| ° 
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of Grace, there is his $ pirit,histruth,goodnefs,lovi 
taithfulnefie; receive this,you receive him; embral 
this, you embrace him ; .as among our felyes, yé) 
feegreatc{tatesare conveighed and furrendred ki 
Bond and Writings, s4éts 2; 41. When they rj 
ceived the word, they received Chrift, Lobn 1 5-H 
if my words abide in you, ie. If 1 abide in you I 
my Words, you thal] be fruicfull, . eit 
By the Wordlet thine éye pitchuponthe perfo} 
{doe not onely account the Promife true,butwith Si 
| 7ab,account him faithful who hath promifed ; al 
then Jet thy heart rollit felfe upon chat grace & fait) 
iulneffe revealed inthis word, lean upon the breal 
ofthis beloved ; and thus the foule by-the: charit 
| wheels arid wings of the Word,is profeflor of Chri 
in it,and ¢arryed upto Chrifts Crofle,asdying,Ga 
3.1, and from thence'ta his glory in his kingdom ty 
it, Heb, 10. 19,12. Asa.man that givesa great « 
ftate by fome writing tous, wee beleeve it as if hy 
were prefent ;_ and by this wee doe notonly belee’ 
che writing to be true, bur'the man tobe faithful i! 
loving tous; and hereu pon our heartsare UL 


after the man himielf,though afar oft fom us, Thi 
wealcend to Chriftin the cloud of faiths as Faca 
though he could hardly beleeve, yétasfoone as hy’ 
was perfwaded Jofeph was yet alive, his {pitit pre 
fetnly revived, & it was immediately with him,bé' 
tore hisbody cameto him: fo’tis with faich; the fot’ 
goes unto Chrift, before our bodies & fouls both tc: 
gether fhalhaye immediate communion with hint 
: 3. Theform of Faith, Q 

This isthe third thing in the defcription of Faitt' 
the coming of the whole foul out of it felf unto Chri’ 
isthe form of Faith, and thatwherein thelife and ei 
ence of itconfifts, & which doth difference is fror’ 
all other graces of the Spirir, The firftaG of faith,e 
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unites us to Chrift, snot affurance that-heis mine, 

ut 4 coming to him withaflurance, and hereby he 

i ‘become mine, Come unto the waters, and fo buy\ 

li sne and milk,i,e, now make them yous own, The} 1/2. 55.1 
itbeary and heavy laden thallnot have veft, unlefs) 2 -2° 
Jncy come'to C hyé/Pfor it. Faith doth nothing tot Mat.r1, 
Ht Fe (for that is the law of works) ic only receivs him 28, 
Bhohathdone ail forit, iecomes out of all it hath ot 

fijoth, like Abraham that lett his fervants behinde 

Vy ia when‘he went upto God inthe Mount) untoy 

ag hrift for life, Concetve itthus ; 4 damhbad a prit- 

ij iple and ftock of ‘life in himfelte, in hisown hand, 

a ndtherefore wasto live by this,tolive of himfelf, & 

ridcom himfelfe, and therefore had no need norute of 

ilfaiths he lived by the law of works; which the Apo- 

dit le {e:s iva direct oppofition to the Law of Fah ; 

i put _Adameing now faln, hath loft hislife, and be- 

tacame not like the man that fell arnong theeves be-| 

hwixt Jerufalens & Fericho,tript.wounded, & half 


et@lead , but wholly dead, Eph. 2,1. {othatletany man 


iieck fe from biméelf, irs impoflible he fhould lives} _ 
ye or'if thete had been a law that could have given life, 
fhjour righteoufiieffe fhould have been thereby, Gal, 
fi3. 21. Hence it followes, If any: ra2n wall havelife, 
dace mutt goe. out of himfelfe to another, véz, the 
nLord of lite foric, Sohn 5.40. Loh7,6.2 7.28.29. 
pg Now obferve it, this very coming, this yery moti- 
fayon ofthe foulto Chrift, (a grace which Adams nei- 
other had,nor had powerto ule) is Faith; the Spirit of 
in Chrift moving or drawing the foul, the foul ischefice 
moved, and comes to Chrilt, Johz 6.64.65. Lhe 
il foulby finis averted trom God, and turns his back } 
upon God ; the turning or coming of the foul (not 
{Junto duties of holineffe, for that 1s obedience pro- 
ai perly, but) unto God, in Chrift againe, 1s proper- 

| ly and formally Faith, All evill is in mans felfe, 
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and from himfelte.; ali mans good) is in Chrifi' 
and from Chrift, The fouls of all Gods ele, feein 
thefe chings, forfake and renouncethemafelyes, if! 
whom & from whom is all their evil, and come unt’ 
to Chrilt, in whom, & from whom isall their good 
This motion of the foule between thele extreamg! 
chroughthat vaft & infinice diftance that is betwee! 


a fintull wretched man, and a bleffed Saviour, #' 
faith; for by faith principally we paffe from déath| 
tolife, Loh; 5.24. The foulofa poor {inner sete 
edand humbled; fometime knowes not Ghrift,ane! 
then cryesout, asthofe, Atts 2.37.What [bal L de 
Whither fhail [ go? fometimes dares not,fomtimes 
cannot, it hath no heart to {tir or come, it therefore! 
looks up, and lengs,and goes unto the Lord to draw 
it,like poor Ephraim,ler,31.18,0h tura me Lore! 
andthen L {hah be turned, Lam, §,21, and this i| 
loweft and jeaft degree of Faith, Butatfome othes 
time, the foul mourning for want of che Lord, the 
Lord comes unto it with great clearneffe,glory ane: 
fweetnefle of grace & peace; and hence the foul can.’ 
not burcome & clofe with him,and cry ermann | 
fay,Oh Lord, it isthy good pleafure to haye refpea)' 
to {uch a clod of earth, to tender fuch riches of grace: 
to one fo unworthy, andto bid, nay ro befeech ir A 


tocome & take? Lord behold 1 come: Thisis faith; 


Would you havea proof of it? Confider therefore: 
thete particulars, 4. Confider thefe Scriptures ;! 
Loh, 6.35. Lamthe bread of life, hee that cometh: 
to Me |ballnever hunger, aud he that beleeweth in’ 
me {hallnever thirff, Where you fee comming to' 
Chrift and beleeving inC hrift areall one. So Loba' 
7.37. Lathe laft day of the feaft the Lord Chrift' 
cries ont with much vehemency,df any manthirft,: 
Lt hiv come unto me and drinke. Now inthe next! 
ver. 38. our Saviour expounds this comsing; for faith’ 


he,He that beleeveth on me,out of hes belly,erc. So | 


| ntti 
| tae The Sound Beleever. 163 
Hsoto cometo Chrift, as uponthisto drink in of 
| brifts fuulnefle, is beleeving in Chrift, So Heb,11. 
Wy theApoltle faith, Without faith s xs impos fible 
Wip/ea(e Ged;and chemin rendring the reafon ot this, 
di plaines what he meant by fzth, viz. to be our 
Wa ning unto God,upona double teftimony, belce- 
Ae g firttthat he zs, tecondly,that be ts arewarder 
ie hemthat fecke him diligently, ox (which is all 
ie }who do come unto him. So foh,¥.1 2. So ma- 
as vecesved him, (which is all one with coming) 
Tl adopted them as fons, eventothem that beleeve 
MA bis zame. And hence we thal obferve;that the 
nweripcaredoth not artribute our tighteoufnefs & life 
iq our beleeving of Chrilt, bucto our beleeving 0 
moritt,s Chrift,(a phrafe peculiarto heavenly lan- 
i! age,and therefore not found in'any humane Wri- 
sue) becaufe it is noc the bare belecying of a teftimo- 
ih b sbat faveth us, unleffe we fo beleeve it, asto be- 
Weve in Chrift which cannot be but by comming to 
i4grayand as it werein him, or into him, our union 
ugich C hrift being madecompleate hereby, 
iy 2+ 1 hatupon which the Lord promifeth life, and 
dg lvation,and. mercy, cannot be workes, but faith, 
el, 3,205 Heb. 11, 6. but throughout allthe Old 
Id new Teitament, the Lord promifeth life and 
(ig {vation tocommiers,or to them that return,Zer.3. 
onl ?.£2763 319.1 0€),2,1 2.1 3.44¢b.7.2§.10b.5.40. 
«3. Lf unbelief be nothing elfe buca departing from 
jleod, faich.can be nothing elfe but a comming unto 
ipod: burthat is chenature of unbeliefe,Heb.3.1 2. 
/cb,10.33. [oh ,6,64.6 5.66.67,68.69. lob, 12 
7-38.39.40, The Lords great plot isto gather all 
(ips clect under the wings of Chrilt, AZatth, 23.37. 
ph. 1,9, 10. and therefore cals them tocome un- 
ecthem by the voyce ofthe Golpe], The coming 
nder them therefore can be nothing elfe but a 
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the proper obedience to the. Gofpel, as workes 4) 
under the voyce ofthe Law. Thus Faith is the cor; 
ing of the foul to Chrift, Butyou willfay, Didn{ 
many come to Chrift that were never faved by hi) 
Yes, many came to him with their bodily pi 
fence, chat were excluded from him, Johz 6. 36. || 
Bur you willfay,Doeno: many mensfouls conit 
are nog many mens hearts moving towards Chri}j 
and yet excluded from Chrift 7, Doe not many ¢) 
Lord, Lord ? are not many enlightned and tafte; 
‘this heavenly gift, and yet faillaway 2 - I contefle *| 
very true; and therefore it isfetdown inthis defcti 
tion of Faith, thatic is the comming of the wha} 
foul unto Chrift, Neverdid any yetcometo Chr} 
and receive. him with their whole foules, ‘with / 
their hearts, but they had fruition of him, and blet’ 
edneffe by him; Faiththeretore is notthe commi:! 
of the foul, but the coming ef the whole foule uni 
Jefus Chrift ; and this you may be eftablifhe in ups: 
thefe grounds, . ent 
x. The Scripture exprefly calls for this, Pvo,3.: 
Truft inthe Lordwith all thy heart, Atts 3.3) 
Tf thou beleeveft with thy heart thoujhalt be faui' 
Joel. 2.13. Turne unto the Lord with all you 
hearts, Ler, 29, 13. You {hall findethe Lord wh) 
you fecke hing with your whole hearts, Aswheny' 
havea great giftto beftew, and we ask’a poor my 
to whom we intend togive it, whether hee will a’ 
ceptof it erno ? Yes, faithhe; withall my heart 5: 
*rishere, the Lord askes thefe he intends to befto' 
his Son upon,and faithto them, You havelived th’ 
long without him, and thus long abufed him, wi 
you now have him, and accept of him 2 Yes Lo 
with all my heart ; thisisallthe Lord requires, Do: 
the Lord require no more of me, but to come? bob 


this voyceis moft{weer, I-comc with all my hear 
I come, 2, B 


se The Sound Beleever. 
| | -2.Becaufe Chrift is worthy of the whole heart,ad 
pelt bee fold away to buy this fie/d, this treafure, 
1 es 13344. Hethat loveth fat her or mother more 
en me, 15 not worthy of mee, A filthy luft, a bafe 
Whrlochath had thy whole heart,and doft thou thinke 
ee Lord Chrift willhave it divided? is not one heart 
polictle forhim ? are not ten thoufand foulsto few 
 cmbrace him,or cleave to him 2 3, Becaufe with- 
floc this your coming to him is but faigned, fer. 3.10 
| | hey returato me not withtheir whole heart, but 
Wg nedly, To cleayeto Chriftand a luft, to Chrilt, 
1d a proud heart, cannot be unfaigned Faith, to 
Igoe to your Juftsin time ot peace, and fly to Chrift 
Hf ; is damnable hypocrilie, 


l 


1 times of extreamity, is 
Vhen confcience troubles you; you then goe to 
MP hrift to eafe you, and when your unruly wills and 
tH e troubles you, you goe to the worldtocale you, 
a d fo yourheartsare divided , and you come not 
nrholly and onely unto Chrift for reft. Beleeveit, it 
I; {acha Faith by which you may, as Samsuel did on 
4) aads garment, take hold. of him, bucthe Lord will 
Jever take hold of you. Set a branch inthe ftock, 
oat it ftayesloofely in it, it will wicher in time; and 
oisisthe great Caufe of withering Chriftians, and 
sip fo many Apoftates in thefe evill times. Thofe 
ahaccame to Chrift, / ohn 6, and followed him for 
- time, bucafterward fell away, ver, 66. what was 
|aghe reafon of their fall? viz, when they were offen- 
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sur what faith Peter 2 Lord, Whither [hould we go? 
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Jed at Chrift,they knew whether to go from Chrift; 


a 

| ver.68, Ifyou lay the pipesthat areto convey water 
gro a fullfouneain, but one foot, or one inch fhort 
of it, there cannot bee any water derived from 
chence,. Oh beloved, what is the reafon, that many 
a mans faith doth himno good, derives nolife.{pirit, 
blond, efficacy, peace, power from the Lord Jefus? 
373 is 
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isit becaufe Chriftisa dry Chrift, and unwilling q/ 
communicate 2 No,no,the wound is in their fait 
that pipe.is laid but halfe way to him, they tall on! 
foot thort of him, their fouls come, buttheir whol: 
foulss doe notrcometo him, and hence they neyd: 
reach Chrift ; they lye not in Chrift, and therefol| 
receive not from.Cnhrift, Chrift.is precious, (hei! 
there fouls.come) but not exceeding precious, prec}! 
ou{acffeitfelfe, as the word is, 1 Pet,247. (here th]! 
whoic foul doth not come) they cleavete Chriff,6! 
reftuponChrlt, (here their foulscome) but thei) 
cleave not to € brift only, (chus their whole fouls a)! 
notcome, ( 4, Ifthe whole foul by unbeleefdepari 
from God, then the whole foul muft-returne ail! 
comeagaintunto God ff 
5. Ifthe wantofthis be the great caufe why m 
are rejected of God, thenthe whole foule mufitre) 
(urntohim: ; but this isthe caufe why all men unde; 
the meanesare rejected of God, J/rael woulanon 
af me, 2, e+. would not be contentalone with mee: 
would not take quiet content ment in me, (asth' 
Hebrew word fignifies) the Lord was not goad e! 
noughforthem; but their hearts went out ra 
him to other things, and thereforerhe Lord gaw 
therenptotheir own hearts laft,and theywalked i 
thei; avn counfels, The woman that forfakes thé 
guide of her youth, and fets her heart as much upor' 
other men asher husband, is an Adukerefle, foi 
whichenly fhe fhallhaye a bill of divorfe, ; 
6, Becaufe as che Golpel fitft reveales Chrift tc! 
the minde,:and then offers him to the will, fo faic' 
which runs parallel with the Gofpell, firft fee: 
‘Chiift, (therethe mind, one partof the foul, goes 
out) then receives Chrift gladly, (chere the ocher' 
part,the willgoes our) & tothe whole foul comes te’ 
Chrift, Tie Gofpel comes toallthe Elect, firltin 
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eatclearnes & evidence of thettuth of it, 1 Thef, 

5. towhich che underftanding affents,and is per- 
vaded of; fecondly,in great grace and goodneffe, 
rpasfing beauty and {weetnefle, Lam. 3.24, with 
hich the will is drawn,& fo the whole foul comes 
+ Chrift: for the Gofpel is not only true, but glad 
dingsto allthe elect, elpecially when humbled at|_ 
icdsfeet, 1 Tam. 1,15, #awhors, {aiththe Apo- 
le,Eph.1.1 2.1 3.you beleeved afier that ye heard 
be word of trai h, (there isthe object of the under- 
anding ) the Gofped of your falvatéion, (there is the 
oodnefle of it, the object of the will) fo that the 
“hole foul is drawne to Chrift in the work of faith, 
‘ec that underftands how liber #2 arbitrinm may 
° intwo facultics,muft not wonder, ifone grace be 
ated in both faculties of underftanding &-will; no 
tlarace can be compleatly feated in divers faculties,} 
ildut gradually,and imperfectly itmay ; the work of 

maith 3snotcompleat, when the underftanding is o-| 
ened only to fee & wonder at the miftery of mercy 
in the Gofpel; but when the willadheres 8 clafpes| 
{Jour that infinite and {urpasfing good it fees, then 
lis perfeéted and not before, Joh 6.40. And this is 
he reafon why faving faith (asic iscalled) doth not 
lkok only toa bareteftimony and affent unto it, as 
umane faith doth; becaufe inthe Gofpel not only 


ti 
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ivine truth is propounded to the mindeto affert 
nro; butaninfinite and eternal good is offered to 
ye heart and willof man to embrace, and thence it 
sthat it is not fufficient for a Chriftianto beleeve 
iz0d or to beleeve Chrift, but he muft alfo beleeve 
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els, and there reftythus the whole foul comes, & this 
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and lye {til at Gods feet as worthy of nothing | 


but hell ; what doth the Lord now doe ? the Lord), 
Chrift by his Gofpell firft lets in a new light,| 
and it fees the Lord Jefus there bleeding beto e! 
its eyes, and held forth as @. propitiationto all that}: 
beleeve, to-all that come to him; theminde fees) 
thismy {tery,this exceeding richgrace and free mer’ 
cy,and thinkes happy arethey that {hare in this mers’ 


cy, but will the Lord look upon fucha nothing as I { 


i 


can fuch infinite creafures bemy portion ? the Lordi; 
therefore calls and bidshim comeaway and enter if 
to the poffeffionof it Thy fins indeed are great , 
faith the Lord, yet remember, blotd-thirfty Za . 
nafjeh, petecating Paul, was pardoned; Nayre ; 
member my grace is free, for whofe fake, J inyite| 
thee ¢ I befeechthee to come in, thy wants indeed’ 
aremany , yet remember that thou haft theretore’ 
the morenced & more caufe to come,and that it ts] 
chat haye made thee empty & poor on purpofe, thar’ 
thou mighteft come : itistrue, | have aneternal pur.’ 
pc fe to exelude many thonfands from mercy, yer 
my purpole isunchangeable, never to caft oft any’ 
that doe come forit ; I never did ic yet, L-will not do 
it unto thee, if thou doft come ¢ itis true many may, 
prefume, yet itis no prefumption, but duty to obey, 
my gicat command ; and itisthe greateft fin thater, 
ver thou didft, or canft commits now to reject if,’ 
and refufe this grace $ come therefore poore, weaty, 
loft, undone creature. Hereuponthe heart and, wil, 
come,and reft,and roll themfelves upon thefe bow. 


! 


I fay againis Faith. Juftas it is withthe load-ftone. 
drawing the iron, who would think that iron fhoul’ 
be drawn by it? but there is a (ecret vertue coming 
from the {tone which drawes ic, and {fo it comesanc 
lis united to it; fo who would chink thatever fuch at 
iron 
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on heavy earthy heart fhould be drawne unto 
brift 2? yet che Lord lets outa {eeret vertue of truth 
dfweetneffe from himlelf, which drawesthe foule 
Chrift, and foixcomes, She 
‘May not the confideration of this bee of “great 
nfolation to thofe that want affurance, and there- 
Are thinke thcy haye no faith? Ohremember that 
chou Battal unto Chrift, as that poore woman 
Canaaz, thee had no affurance fhee fhould be 
Iped of Chrift, nay Chrift tells her to her teeth, 
achee would cot caf? childrens bread to tuch dogs, 
Hit theecameto him, and looked up to free mer- 
#4, andclalpt about him and would notaway ; you 
Hlfay, Was this Faith ¢ yes, our Saviour bim- 
| fe profeffeth it before menand Angels, O great 
| thy faith, Matth, 15. 28., salitalk 
fjSo I fay unto all you poore Creatures whoin the 
| ocd hath humbled, and made vile in your-owne 
Hes, unworthy of childrens bread as dogs; yea you 
Pbk up unto,and reft upon mercy with your whole 
ppt; this is precions Faith in che account ot 


2 
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: | Bat how fhallJ know when the whole foule comes 
aChritt ? , | 

When the eye of the foule fo fees Ch ift, andthe 
utfoembraeethand refteth upon Chrift,as that it 
tethin Chrift, as in its portion and all-fufficient 
Hod: many reft upon Chrift that do notreft in him, 
acis, chatarenot abundantly fatisfied with him ; 
id hence their fouls go out of Chriftto other things 
perfect their ret, & fo their hearts are divided be- 
een Chrift and other things; O fear this, faiththe 
poftle, lef there being a proméfe left us of entring 
tohes reft, any of ng of it ; for (faith he) 
> that have beleeved da enter into reft,ver.3. {0 fay 


0 you;of all delufions,fear this,Jeft when you come 
Bi L to 
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to Chrift, and reft upon Chrift for life and falyaci-|’ 
tion, thar youreftnot in Chrift + J tell you, faith)’ 
Chrift to thofethat cameto him, and were confant' 
followers of him, Joh7z6,.53. Except Jou eat the 
fle|h & drinke the bloud of the Son of God, you have! 
ua life ia you 3 whatisthis eating and drinking ? yeq' 
rily, fipping and tating is not properly cating and’ 
drinking, tafting your meat'will notfatisfie you,ang" 
therefore will not nourifh life in you; to eate and’ 
drinke Chriftisto receive him, as to fariate and fatis’ 
fie the foule with him: co quench al] your defircs' 
your hungting and chirfting in him; untill chy fou 
faith, ashe {aid in another cale, # 1 encugh that Jo.’ 
feph lives, fo Lord Ihave enough now I have thi’ 
‘love, this grace of Chriftco be my portion; now yor! 
reft in Chrift. For ifthere be fome great gooda mat’ 
enjoyes, if there be any good wanting init, it? 
not poflible that his whole heart {hould be fet upar' 
it : Ex: gr:aman hathfood, burif he wants cloth’ 
and his bread willnot cloath him, his whole hear’ 
will notbe fet upon his food , bueupon that whic’ 
may cleathhimalfo ; fo onthe contrary ifthere B’ 
an eminent good, wherein hee findesallinone, ni’ 
good out of it, that is wanting"in it; ic is ise 
that the whole foule is carryedafter this good; {0' 
ishere, when the foul fo comes to Chrift, as that 
comes for all good to him, and fo findes all eood f 
him, that heenoewonely fupports the finking fou 
| 
| 


verily the whole foule snow come, becaufe as 
\fele before it came all wants and evills out of hi’ 
{o now it finds all fulneffe in hima, and whither fhou! 
the whole foule be\carryed but after {uch a good’ 
whenthe Lord callsto the fouletocomeand takes 
with nothing, take all or nothing. And hereupe’ 
-|itcomesand drinkes, asit is Johu 7. 37. farisfitr' 
it felfe there and profeffing, Lord I now defiret; 

mo 
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|  » DTbeSownd beleever: 
nore, [have enough. Oh brethren, what faith there 
s among men atchis day L cannot tellyburchis I am 
ure was. e4 braham faith, Gex.17,.¥. and Davids 
rith. 2 Sam, 23.5. atid Peters taith, Joby 6, 68, 
nd Pauls faith, Phil, 3.8.9. Gal,6,14, Whenthe 
Moule thas reft#uponthe rock Chrilt,the gates of heli} 
nay avail, butnever prevail againtt fucha one ¢ he 
nat hath fetthe whole world at hisheels, and fold 
intl out of all for this pear), and this abundantly 
ecompencethallhis loffes, ich a one hath Christ 
Bis owne, and fhall never be deprived of him again ; 
3 Lordnever gives his elect any feft out of Chrift, 
sattheymay finde reft at laft in Chrift, Whenthus 
| ic fonle is entered intoreft, the whole foul is drawn | 
Were, and this is the great reafon why many men fa-| 
[hous in their generations and times in the eyes of o- 
| £e for Faith; yet roteén at the heart, and thence 
Hin Apoftates, one proves covetous, another ambi- 
Hi>us, another volupmous, another growes conceipt- | ° 
| ew ener growescontentious,anothier growes for= 
hall, Whatisthe reafon of this ? verily chey did reft 
bon Chrift, but did never finde reft in Chrift, and 
Wicrefore their whole foule never came to hun; 
hrift after fome timeof profeffion grew a dry and 
ae Chrift untothem,though at firft they wen- 
Hecdathim, and hee was very {weetunto them ; and 
Bi nce they departed from him,as fromanempty aty 
Hit in Summer time, where they found nothing to 
Piieth them + buethe Lord Jefus carryes it towards 
W the faichfull; ay Elkanah did towards Haxah; 
Bough fhe was ina fit, much vexed and troubled for 
nutof children, yet becau(e he loved herexceed- 
ie dearly, hee quietsheragaine with this, e4m ot 
Better unto thee then ten foxes ? {othough they 
Bday be unquict for fome odde fitsfor want of many 
@ngs, yet becaufe Chrift loves them, he brings 
B. L2 them 
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them back untotheir reft, faying, em vot I bet. | 
ter then all friends, all creatures, all abilities, ally 
Spiritual created excellencies 2 and hereby they find) 
re(t co their foulesinhimagain. ~ a 
But isthere any Beleevers hearefo knitunto Chrift 
but that there isa heart alfo after othet vanities 2 doe) 
they finde fuch reft in him, as that they finde no dif-) 
quietnefc ? is there not an unregenerate pare and) 
imuch unbeleef remaining ? is any mans faith made} 
perfect chat the whole foule muft come, or elle there) 
is no true Faith ? “ai 
Icistrue, there is an unregenerateand a acc | 
part ina godly man, butnota heart and a heart (tha) 
noteof a wicked man in Scripture phrafe) chere are! 
difquietings in the hearts of Saincs afterthat they be) 
in Chrift, even Solomon himfelf may fometime feck| 
out of Chrift for re{t inhis orchards and gardens} 
knowledge and wiidome ; yetthere is a great diffe) 
rence beeweene thefe that. are in che. Saints arifing, 
from the unregenerate part, and choferhat be in the, 
wicked, arifing from a heart anda heart, ora doubl| 
heart;and this difterence is chiefly feen in two.things) 
A double minded man, who hatha doule heart} 
makesnot a daily warre againit that heart which can 
ries him away from refting onely in Chrift : fo; 
Chrift quietshis confcience, and the world comfort, 
his heart, Chrift gives him fome reft; and becauf) 
this is not full, his heart runs out to the creatute, an, 
to his lufts for more; and fo betweenethem both h; 
hath reft, and he is quieted wich this, becaufe he; 
feeles what hec fought for : and therefore he mut; 
needs haye Chrift, elf hisconfcience cannot be qui 
et, and he muft needs have his lufts, biseafe, and thi; 
world too, elfe hisheart is moftunquiet; but let hin 
have both,he is now quiet, A4icah 3.11. The prteft, 
teach for hire (there the world quiets them) yet ¢ f 
4 


1 


iP 


ib 
| t The Sound Beleever 
rill lean upon the Lordtoo, becaiife this alf6 com= 
Jortsthem; what do they doe? do they make warre 
Pi pichy wofullframe ? No, no, but blefle them- 
elyesinit, (aying, No evi [hall cometo us; buea 
voore beleevet whofe heart isupright, it istrue, there 
wre many runnings out of his heart after other vani- 
ics, and muchunquietneffe of {pirit, yet the tegene- 
ate part makes war againit thefe, as Gods enemies, 
§)nd the difturbersof the peace of Chrifts Kingdom. 
P/4..42. David profefleth, ba tears were his meat 
: ne al night ver.3.and his heart was wofully funk 
Ny? [a 


Hen, yet what doth he ? firft he chides himfelf; 
Why artthou caft down,oh my foul? and then fecond- 
Hy he makeshismone tothe Lord of it, v. 5.6. Lord 
Mey foul 1s caft down, oh Lord pity me ; you thall fee 
Wilo, P{2.73.2. his eyes were dazled with the glory 
i 1 the world and the wicked in it , that he had a/zoft 
: orfaken God; yet within alittle while after he gets in- 
lo the Santtuary of God, and then loaths himfelfe for | . 
uch bruitifh and toolifla thoughts, and | ofeth with 
Sodapain, faying, Whom have I ix heaven or earth 
mers v.25, Alltheout-runnings of the hearts of 
be faithful 8 their difquieznesof {pirittherby, make 
hem to returneto their reft again, and give them the 
nore reft inthe conclufien : Davsd was a Bird out 
of his neft for a time, & therfore when he confidered 
1ow the Lord had faved his eyes fromtears,hys foul \76 
Mons hell, returns again, & faith, Returue tothy reff, + 
WA) my foul ; Pf.25.% 3. ivis aid, hes for! fhal dwell at 
#.4/é,0r (asthe word fignifi ne lodge in goodnefs; 
ioe hard worke full of trouble, fome ftrong luft, or 
"| ad tempration, defertion, affliction, the Lord exerci- 
igeth the foul withall for fome time,and fo long as the 
i pul is in heavinefsand much wearineffe of fpirit, as 
(Mis, Pet, 1.6. yet when this dayes work 1s done, 
iiwhen the fin is fubdued,& the temptation hathhum- 
ii | L 3° CRE 3) 
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bled him, then a Beleeyers foule fhail lodge in goed” |\ 
nefle.; he {hall have aneafie bed, and {oft pillowte |} 
re{t on atnight ;when hayethe faithtull {weerer naps}! 
in Chriftsbofome, thenafter foreft troubles, longe 
eft eclipfes of Gods pleafed face ? when doe their!’ 
fouls cleave clofertothe Lord , then when they are; 
ready to forfake the Lord, andthe Lord them 2-Cer-) 
tainly fire is wholly carryed upward, wher thay) 
which fuppreffethit, makes itat laft breake out inte 
greater flame; ‘Peter falls from Chrift, yét heis Pew: 
ter,a {tone cleaving moft clofe unto Chriftjabove all: 
other the <Apoftles, becaufe his fall being gteater, his: 
faith claye the cloler to the Lord Chiift for ever atten) 
it 3, Solomons heart certainly neyer claye founfepay 
rably unto the Lord, as after his fall, wherein he dic; 
more experimentally find and feel che emptine(s and’ 
yanity of thofe things, wherein he did imagine befou! 
fomething wasto be founds buthechathath a alk 
ble heart,never enters intoreft,butehe longer he lives! 
the more common Chrift, his truch, and promile: 
gtow ;. they.are but fading flowers, whole beauty 
and fweetnefle affect him for a.cime; but they wit 
ther beforethe Sun fet :. and thereforeche oneal 
lives, the leffe fayour hee findes in thefe things, anc 
therefore takes Iefle contentment therein; the Lor, 

“| Jelus and allhis Ordinances grow more flat and dry: 
thingsto him, and therefore though at fir{t he migh 
vejayce (as Fobns hearers, John 5. 35-) inthefe bar) 
wing anajhining lights; yet it is bur for a feafon' 
at lat he difcovers himlelf, not by a renewed return 
ingtohisreft, but bya wearyith forfaking. of it, : 
The Raven. never returned tothe Ark againe, bei 

| caufe it couldilive upon the floating carrion on th: 
waters; whereasthe Dove finding no reftehere, re: 
turhsagain, Fourthly, theendof Faith, 
|. This isthe fourth particular in te delsuPHciip 
‘ iia airy 
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Jith = ‘The whole foule commeth to Chrift, For 
brit and all his benefits ; and this isthe end of 
hhith, orofa Beleevers coming unto Chrift 3 the end 
} Faith is fometimes expreft by a generall word 
ife, Lohw 5.40. but you muft remember that here- 
J) is meamthe Lord of life firtt, and fo allthe blet- 
hes of life. The fal(neffeand hy pocrifie of Chrifts 
lowersappeared in this, Joh 6,26, yon feek, me, 
ith Chrift, for loaves,that was their end; asmany 
‘one in thefe dayes it they be in outward mifery, 
eke unto Chriftfer oucward mercy, coro in time 
' famine, health in time of 
y tearms in time of warre; and if they beinany 


reand quiet, and{olike many fick Patients defire 
Mle Phyfitian, not to have him marryedtothem,but 
I. forme of his Phyfick onely, to be healed by him: 


| > 2 ° 
atwhat faich our Saviour to thefe perfons, ver. 27. 
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fings and the benefits alfo, and fadoe all for it. Bor 
inthe covenant of Grace, the Lerd doth not onely)) 
promifea new heart, pardon of fin, withthe reft offi 
thofe {piritual benefits, bur, alfohimfelfe, J walt bee}! 
their God, and they hal be my people. Hence Faitht 
comes firft for that which the Lord principally pro-}! 
mifeth, véz. God himfelf, and then tor all'the reft of! 


| chofe heavenly and glorious benefits; and hence itis, 


ifany mnan come for Chrift himfelf without his bene-/! 
fits. 8 regard nor the conveyance of them, asthe Fa-|' 
milifts at this day doe, who abolith all inherent gra-! 
ces, and fome ef them all ordinances, becaufe Chrilt) 
is all cothem ; or if any come for the benefits of} 
Chrift without Chrift himfelf, asmany among our} 
\felvesdoe, who never aecountrhemfelves happy in! 
him, but onely by fome abilities they receive froma! 
him ; neither wfthefe aome witha fingle eye, nor i 
a ro end in their clofing with Chrift you muft) 


come for Chrift hinafelfe,and {0 for all his bene-} 

tS. | | } 
For eftablifhing your hearts in which truth, con-' 
fider thefe things. a fl 
rt, Confider what dtives any. man to Chrift, Is’ 
not fenfe of wantsno main thing 2 now what area’ 
Chriftians wants,whenthe Lord hath humbled him? 
are they nor,firft,want of Chrift ;and fecondly,of all’ 
the benefits of Chrift? vz, righteoufnes, peace,par- 3 
don, grace, glory, /o/.1 6.9. Iftherefore the fouls of 
alltheelect teela wantef both, dothnor Faith come’, 
to Chrilt for both? oh, 4. 10. Lfthou kneweft thei 
gift of God, (4, e. the worthof bim, and thy wantol\ 
him ) thos wouldeft aske, and he would gevethee| 
water of life, { 

. 2, Whar doth the Lord offer inthe Gofpel 2is it) 
not firit Chrift himfelf, and thenall the benefits of! 
Chritt ? Efay 9°6.7. To us a Son is borne sto 1s a Son 


' 
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| gévex; in the receiving therefore of Chrift by faith, 


| hat fhould the foulaym at, butthatit may have the 
i pune himfelf, and fo all his benefits with him ? 
1)3. Canany man have cternall life, that not onely 
1th not the benefits flowing from the Son, but that 
Jantsthe Sonne himfelf? 1am fure the Apoftlecx- 
Vefly affirmsit, 1 Lohn 5.12. Hethat hath the Son 
Vath life, hethat hath not the Sonne hath not life > 
aith therefore muft come for Chrift himfelfe 3 | 
ia arryage the woman contents firft co haye the 
an, and foto haye all ocher benefits that will necef- 
ily follow uponthis, — : a 
_ 4, The happinefle ofall the Saints confifts intwe 
lings :, Firft, union co Chrift; Secondly ,communi- 
a al Chrift. Faich therefore piccheth firft upon 
#9 brift himfelf,thacic may have fure & certain union | 
» him (for our unionis not unto any of the benefits 
wing tousfrom Chrift ; wee are not united unto 
rgivenefs of fins, nor peace of con{cience, nor holir 
es, &c, butunto the perfon of the Son ef God him- 
It) & then fecondly, cometh, for the communicati- | 
n ofallthe benefitsarifing only from union;as Paul 
WP /s1,3.9.10, efteems allthings dung ¢ lofs firlt, to 
Whe foundin him hat fohe might have hisrighteou{- 
Hes in jultification,g feelthe power of his death and 
he (urreétzon in fanctifcation,8cc, In one word, Faith 
lirft buys che pearl ic felf, & then feeksto be intiched 
iby it;it finds the treafure of grace, glory peace,mer- 
ly, favour,reconciliation in C hrift, but then buys the 
veld it felte, that it may have the treafure allo, AZat.} 
Oi 3.44. The Lord Chriftsgreat defire is, that ai hss 
Ninight be with himtof{ee his glory, Lohn 24.17. and 
Hach defiresfirft to have him,&¢ be for ever with him, 
Hhs- fora partake of thatglory : the Lords great plot 1s 
Mhirktco perfect che Saints in Chrift, Col,2,10, ye are 
Wi-cmpleat in birs;then to. make them like toC hrift by 
| come 
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comunicating life,grace,peace, glory from him, Coy! 
3,3-4, 1 Loh, 3.1. 2. Paith thertore firft quiets its fel 
in him, chen feeksfat life from him ; itcomes firft for 
Chrift,and then for ali che benéfitsof Chrift, 
Oh that chis truth were well confidered, bow wauld 
icdifcoyer abundance of rotten counterfeit faith in}! 
the world, fome feeking for peace and comforr,and!! 
and catching ac promifes without feeking firft to! 
have the perton of Chrift himfelf: 4 whom onely abi 
the promifes are Yea, and Amen. Others detpiling: 
the benefits of Chrift, efpecially grace, holinefic,and: 
lifefrom him ; becaufe (tay they} Chraft 2s alin alt 
rothem. Askthem, Haye you any grace, change o}| 
heart, 8¢c ? tufh ! what doe you tell them of repen-| 
tance, attd faith, and holineffe? they have Chrift, anc! 
that is fafficienc; they have the fuftance, what fhould’ 
they doe now with {hadowesof Ordinances, Mini-' 
fteries,or Sacraments? they have all graces in Chrift, 
why fhould they look either for being of, or eviderite 
from any grace inherentinthemfelyes? they havea! 
living holy head, but Chrifts body they fay is a dry’ 
Skeleton, a dead carcaffe, & they are but dry bones} 
aid isit fo indeed? then look that God fhould thort: 
ly bury thee out of his fight; afluredly you that wanr' 
and defpifé the benefits coming from him, fhal ne-' 
ver have partnor portion in him at the great day of 
Account; Chréft isa Saviour to fave men from thesy' 
finnes ; not to [ave men and their firnes; Chritt is 
King, and Prieftof his Church, holy and feparated' 
from finnes, Heb.7. 26, and if you have any part! 
or portion in hima, hee hathmade you Kings and 
Priefts alfa to Godand his Father, and hath not left 
youin your pollution, but walbt you from it in hes’ 
own blood, Rev.1,5.6. The law of God ts written on' 
the heart of Chreft, Pfa.4o.8, with Heb, 10.5.6.7.' 
and ifever he wraps youup in the covenant of Carace: 
; : q 
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le will write his law in your hearts alfo, Heb.8.10,, | 
} Letalideluded Familifts tremble atthis, chat in 
dvaneing Chrift himfelte ,and free grace, abolifh 
ad defpife thofe heavenly benefits whichflow from 
Jim, unto all the Elect. a others alfo mourn over 
Inemfelyes, that have with much affliction beene 
eking after Chrifts benefits, peace of con{cience, 


Biclinefle of heart and life, promifes to aflire them 
Bit cternal glory, but have not fought firltto embrace | 


Hind haye the perfon ofthe Lord Jefushimfelt. 


~Qhcome, come therefore unto the Lord Jefus} 


Hor Chrift bimfelfe, and forall his benefits ; I fay for 
1144 bis benefits. This is that which the Apoftle 


srayes for with bended knees for the Ephefians, 
hatthey might (nottake ina litte, but) compre- 
vendthe height, depth length,bredth of C hrifts love, 
hat fothey might be filled with all the fulueffe of 
jode This is that which our Saviour exprefly with 
Inuch yehemency calls for, Fohu 7. 37. Let allthat\ 
Lixft come unto me, and drinke; not fip andtafte a 


i: t/e, as Keprobates and A poftates do, Heb.6,4.5.' 


nut drévke, and drinke abundantly, asit is Cant. 5. 
t. And obferve it, that upon thele very termes the 
sord tendersgrace and mercy, Rom, 5.17. the A- 
roftledoth not fay, They that receive a little; but a- 
nundance of grace, {hallreigne by righteoufneffe #1. 
vo eterual life. Opes thy month wide andl will fl 


We, Pfad,81.11,12, And moftcertainly this is one 


atincipall difference between the Faith of the Bleét 
andthe reprobates, (and it I miftake not, the princi- 
pal the Elect clofe withChrift for tharend,for which 
che Father offers him, which is, that they might pof- 
(efle his Son, and all his benefits, andtherefore come 
poor and empty, ferall; the reprobate come not for 
all,but for fo much and no morethen will ferye their 
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verthem, but wharearethey for {piticuali mercies 7! 
in trouble of con{cience, or after their foule falls in-t' 
tofilchy lufts and finnes, they come to Chrift to fer- 
give them and comfort them, but what care they for, 
holineffe and a new nature ? fome fins they would!’ 
haye Chrift fayethem from, buethey regard notre-! 
demption from all; they cannot cometo Chrift,chat’ 
allthe powers of darkneffe may be perfectly fubdue? 
ed, that their own finnes, and felyes, con¢eipts, and! 
wills, may be led away captive by this mighty Con-' 
querer ; that Chrift inal] his auchority, grace, peace," 
lite, glory, might be for ever advanced in them and’ 
by them. Jt was e4u/tins complaint in his time" 
w many of his hearers, that Chriftum affequi , to’) 
have Chrift was pleafing cothem ; but fegué C hri?-" 
um, to follow Chrift, this was heayy. Toclofe with’ 
Chrifts perfon, isfweet tomany; bue toclote with’ 
his will,and to come to him that he would give them ” 
a heartro lye under in, this benefit they defite not.’ 
All Chrift is ufeleffe and needleffe; but fomething ' 
trom Chrift is preciousto them ; for the Lord Jefus' 
fake, beloved, take heed of this delufion; If any thing ' 
hath b.ene bought forus ata deare rate, and colt’ 
much ; if the man {hould effer to hold any pare of it 
back, we willnocabate him any thing, we will have | 
ic all, becaufe it coft deare; I tell youpardon of finne, || 
peace with God, the adoption of fons, the’ fpirit of’ 
grace, perfeyerance to the end, the kingdome of glo=|' 
ry, theriches of mercy , have beene bought for you! 
by a deare and great price , che precious blood of} 
Chrift ; and therefore if the juftice: of God thould} 
hold back any thing, or chy own beleef tell thee thefe 
ate too greatand many for fo vile a creature asthou ° 
arttoenjoy, yet abate the Lord nothing; fay thou ' 
art vile, yet Chrifts blood chat bought not fome, but 
allthefe, is very precious, and theretore take themall 
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to thy telfjas thy portion for ever,and bleffe the Lord, 
| é David doth, 2 ‘f4.16.7, that gavethee this coun- 
yc#, Whiles you are in peace, it may bee you may 
Jecelect fo great falyation ; but che time of diftrefle 
pod anguifh may come wherein you may feela need 
pf all, even of thofe hidden depths of mercy above 
Byy our reachand reafon; and therefore, as Bees, ga- 
B) er in your honey infummer time, and with Jofeph 
ay up in thefetimesof plenty, wherein the exceed- 
ng.tichesof grace is opened and poured out at your 
peat for thofe times of approaching famine,and for 
hofe many years of fpiriiuall defertion and diftrefs, 
Wherein you may thinke, canit ftand with the hon- 
pur of God to fave fucha poore finfull creature as | 
fp? what iron hearcis not drawne by this loye, for 
he Lord to invite you to pofleffe -4// or nothing ? 
Dzves in hell was defirous of a drop to coole his 
ongue , and behold the very depths and Seas of 
3tace are opened for thee to eome in and partake 
‘ if che Lord Jefus fhould be effered unto thee to 
pardon fome finnes, but not all, to pardon all fins, 
pout not to heale chy nature alfo; or to heale fome 

pack- flidings, butnorall ; to fupply thy {pirituall 
ievants, but not outward alfo,as may be beft for thee; 
apt £0 fupply outward, but not inward and fj pirituall ; 
it hce fhould offer to doe thee good in this life, but 
°C 1p dearh nor after death,you mightrefufe to come 
a1; but when all is offered, all chat mercy, which 
Hypo eyecver Jaw to pity thee; all chat love where- 
with e4brahbam, David, Vaul, &c. were em- 
aporaced, now to refufetocomeup and pofleffe thefe ; 
jfpow.can you efcape the fore{t vengeance of a jealous 
jqjood , that neglect fo great falvation ? Oh Lord ! 
ifs hat extremaity of anguifh and bitterneffe wilt thou 
iPpoe day beein, when the contempt of this erace, 
iWlowing upon thy confcience , fhall mere thee 
A || own 
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down with thefe thoughts, I am now under all mife: | 
ry, but I might haye had ail Gods grace, all Chrifts), 
glory, but wretchthat lam, I would net, Me thinks); 
if your owne good hereby {hould not draw you, yet | 
the exceeding gteat glory the Lord fhall have there>) 
by, fhouild force you to accept of all chis graee; for) 
if chou didft receive a little grace,beleeyea little met>;) 
cy toward thee,this makesthee fometime exceeding | 
thankfull, dothitnot? and the very hope of more; 
makesthy heart break forth intoa holy boafting ang; 
glorying in Chrift, Who ts a God like unto thee? Sup> 
pofe therefore youdrank inall, and received all that; 
which the Lord frecly offers, fhould not the Lord, 
be exceedingly magnified then? could{t thou con-; 
caine thy felfechen, without crying out, Of Lord) 
now let thy fervant departin peace, for mine oe 
have feen, and my foule hath now poffeffion oft/y: 


falvation ? wouldttnot call to the hills, and Seas, | 
and Earthyand Heavens, and Saints, and Angels, to} 
break torthinto glorious praifes, 8 bleffechis God, 
But what have [ to doeto come, that am fo poor, | 
and empty, and full of woes, and wants, and finnes @) 
never was any fo miferable, and blinde,and naked) 
asf. | 4 
‘Uf Faith commeth forall to Chrift, and fetcheth all} 
fromhim, then never bedifcouraged becaufe thoul| 
haft nothing to begin unto him; letallthy wants and}! 
miferies be argumentsand motivestherfore to come; 
unto him, Rev.3.17.18, Becaufe thon art poore Gi 
naked, nay becaulethou kvowef #t not, and art not} 
affe Sed with it,cherefore come unto me,and bay eye), 
falveand gold, e@ vehiterayment. Lord pardon my\ 
Gx,faith David becaufeit us great: have mercy up-), 
one, for I am confumed wei h grief, & am in trou 
ble, Let mercy ec truthcontinualy preferve me,for| 
innumerable evils have compaffed me roid about. 
Let usreturn une 
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wito the Lord, becaufe he hath wounded us, lama, 
Wogge, therefore let me have crums, {aid the Wo- 
nan of Canaan: Ohthis is crofle co fenfeand rea-} 
bhi and we cannot beleeve while we are fo exceed- 
ng pocre, empty, vile, that che Lord fhould looke | 
Jiponus; but beloved, you little thinke what wrong| 
jou do toyourfelves, & the Lord Jefushereby : for}. 
py this meanes Chrift is not fo much exalted, nor the 
creature humbled, both which concurring in Faith, 
make thofe actsof faith moft precious ; for while} 
Bly ou ftandupon fomething, and would have fome- 
king to bring ro Chrift, you hereby exalt your felyes; 
put when you Come with fenfe of nothing elfe bur 
ocs and wants, and fee Chrift now making of you 
welcome, Oh thisis not onely mercy, but rayifh- 
ng mercy. It you fhould come with fenfe of fome- 
whatto Chrift, and to fee hisloveto you; you might 
plorifie met¢y in the height, and length, and breadth 
Mf it, but notin the depth of ir, unleffe you fee it 
| reaching its hand to you, when youare fallen into 
'o low and poore 3 condition as. nothingneffe and 
ipmptiuefie, and mifery ic felfe, And therefore 
Ho not cométo Chrift only for the benefits of the co- 
Bvenant, but for the condition of italfo, when you fee] 
fae wane of Faithit felf,as Hezekzahdid, Ifa. 38,14. | 
A Lord l amappreffed, undertake for me, 1 Kings 8, 
57.5%. Doe not und ertake to fulfill any part of 
Wiche Covenant, or any Condition in it, orany duey re- 
Wi qnired of thee, of thy felfe, but goe empty to Chrift, 
| and fay as David, Lord 1 wikrunthe wayes of thy 
Wh (alvation, if thouwilt fer my heart at liberty, P fat. 
WILE 943 25235 Quicken me, and I wilcall upon thy 
Ieame, Pfal.80,18, Be firong in the Lord, and the 
| power ot hismight, burnotofthineowne, | 
} Burl come forall, andam never a whitthe better, Objett,2. 
Putas poor and miferable {till asever I was, E- ee 
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ihe fetsall thecommands before him , as ‘his ruleand) 
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If the Lord keeps you poor and low, yet the fam® |; 
motive that made thee come, Jet it make thee ftay >| 
it may bethe Lord feesthou wouldft grow full and): 
lifted up if he fhould give thee alittle, and therefore}; 
keeps thee low ; better be humble then full & proud. | 
Let us goe unto the Lord, becaufehe hath wounded,\' 


\ broken,and lainws, But they might object, We doe | 


come, bucfinde no help, no cure. It may be fo; yet 
itis faid, After twodayes he will revive ss, and the | 
third day we [halllive in his fight,and we {hal know || 
him, sf we [hall follow on to know him, ver. @. Fig} 
goings forth are prepared asthe morning, itmay be) 
night foratime, but che Sun of righteoufneffe willy 
arife gradually and glorioufly upon thy foul. i 

Truly brethren, when I fee the curfe of God up-)} 
on many Chriftians thatare now grown full of their) 
parts, gilts, peage, comforts, abilities,duties; I ftand: 
adoring the riches cf the Lords mercy toa little! 
handfull of poore beleeyers , not onely in making) 
chem empty, bue in kecping of them fo alltheir days ;| 
and therefore come tothe Lord peer, empty,naked, | 
nothing, curfed in the fenfe ofthy want of all things, 
for allthings, and then receive with gladneffe, yet 
boldneffeand holy confidence, not onely pardon of: 
fome finnes, but ofall; beleeve,anfwer not to fome' 
prayers, burafl, Embrace in thy bofome net fome; 
few promi(es,butall. It isa great eafe of confcience,' 
When may achriftian takea promile without pre-; 
fumption as fpoken tohim, and givento him Lhe | 
ticular? and the rule is yery feet, but certain : When 
he takes all the Scripture and imbraceth it as {poken’ 
unto him, hee may thentake any particular proper’ 
ptomife boldly; my meaning is, when a Chriftian; 
takes hold & wraftles with God for the accomplith-. 
nientofall the promifes of the new Teftament,when | 


N 


compafie 


| a , LheSownd Beleever. — 
mpaffe and guide towalke after, when heapplyes 
| che threatnings to drive him nearer unto Chrift 
endof them ; thisnohypocrite can doe, this the 
tints fhould doe, and by this may know when the 
Jord {peaks in any patticular tothem; goe Ifay a+} 
in therefore unto the Lord for all,and in the fenfe 
Bi all youremptineffe be abundantly comfotted,thac 
Blough youdo not finde fupply trom Chrift, yet you 
Ime unto the Lord Chrift toric: it isacertain rule, 
§)u fhallnotalway wantthat good which you come 
Wy Chrift to fupply, nor alway be maftered withthat | 
Bhne which you cometo Chrift with, to take away + 
icly chen be fure you ceme for ail ; otherwile you 
venot come truly : come firft for Chrift himfelfe, | 
then (as I faid) for all his benefits, . _,.. 
Wo conclude; this is the dire&t and cortipendions 
ay of living by Faith, fo much urged and prefled 
iiGods fervants : for tolive by faith properly is to 
eupon the promife inthe want ofthe thing, Of to 
il prehend the thing in the promife, F7 eb. 11.1. HOW 
«lf promifesare not given to the Elect jnamediately 
Wthouc Chrift, but firt Chrift.is given, #. e. offered 
the Gofpelland received by-Faith, and then with 
nallthingsalfos and therfore the Scripture runs 
15, (a. § 541+ 23,4, ( ome unto the waters and 
Wizke, andthenL will make an everlafting Cave- 
xt, (which contains all the promifes) event he [ure 
‘cies of David : the Apoftle exprefly difputes the 
eyand faith, Where there 1 A Teftament , (eon 
Moing Evangelical promifes)t here muft firft be the 
ath of the Teftator, Heb.9.1,5.16.to whom wee 
aft firlt come by Faith, betore we can haye rightto 
iy promile,Heb.7.2 2.252 and 10.16,17+1 $,22, 
uleng ju/tifiedby Faith, now wee have peace with 
| id,nay we have acceffeto God, nay now wee are © 
| i flanding now we hope in & glory to come; Ko.5+ 
I23-4.allfollowsthefirtt, M How 
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How (halla Chriftiantherefore live by Faith? tr 
ly, firft reecive Chriftand come to him for the end |, 
mention; and then thou miaift be fure all other thin 
fhall be giventothee, As for examples doit want}, 
ny temporall blefling'? firppofe ic be payment j, 
debts, thy dayly bread; provifion for thy farnily,}| 
comtortable yoke-fellow,&c, look now through ¢) 
Sciipturefor promifes of thefe ehings,and lecthy fa 
act thus; If God hath given me Chrift, the great | 
bleffing, then certainly Fe will give me all thefe fm, 
ler matters as may be good for me;butche Lord ha) 
given me Chisft,and thetefore I fhall norwant, 4 
23.1 1 he Lord 2s my thepheard, faith David t wh, 
follows ? J (had not wam 3 there is the like reafon, 
all other things, fixppofe irbe in. care of protects} 
fromenemies, if the Lord hath given me Chrift, 
fave me from Hell. then hee willfave me from th, 
flefhly enemies much rnore : you fhall fee, €f29) 
a, promife given that Syria [hovuld not prevail agai, 
Fudab;they doubted of this, how doththe Lord fi 
co aflure them ? you fhallfee, ver. 14. itis by p 
mifing aVirgin ball conceive and beare a Son ¢\ 
bus name (hall be Emanuel ; this is a {trange real, 
(yet you may fee the reafonof it if you confider , 
point) {0 Efay 9,5. 6. The oppreffors red hall; 
brokem For unto us a Son is born, a Son xz given, 
faith they put to flight the Armies of Alicnts,bry 
downthe walls of Jericho, did wonders ¢n the WO; 
what did they chiefly look to in this their Faith ? ) 
fhal fee, Heb, 11, 39.40, it was by refpecting; 
proméfeto come, “atid the better thang Chrilt }) 
himfelf, which we now fee wich open face,8¢ thet; 
he concludes, Heb, 12.1.3.3, Having ‘fuch ace 
of witveffes charthuslived & dyed by faich, /et 722 
gdh Felis the Author and finifher of ors, The, 
iphet Habakuk Hab, 2.5. affirms, thacthe Fu/2, 
| 
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ive by faith; What faithis that? confult with the 
jace, you fhall fee. it was in the promile of delive- 
nce from the Chaldeantyranny , yet the Apoftle 
Wl zx/ applies ix to faith in Chriftsrighteoulhefle,and 
(Gat truiy, becaufe if their Faith had not refpected 
A rift himfelfe, in the firft place, they could never 
iM. ve expected any deliverance by the promife of de- 
iil: -rance from the Chaldeans, butthus they might, 
G5. Thefpeciall ground of Fairh. 
The laft thing in the defcription of Faith is that the 
Mile chus comes ¢ponthe call of (hrift in bis Word ; 
Md this is che {peciall ground of Faith, wherefore the 
Wile €omesto Chrilt $ ke a finner humbled and 
it loken for fin, he carnot prevent the Lord by com- 
tif of himfelfe unto Chrift, and therefore the Lord 
events him, by-his gracious call and invitation co 
tiie. in; Whom God hath predeflinated , trem 
iN): be called, our tranflation from darkneffe into 
Whods maryellouslight is by being called, The foulis 
(@it in humiliation, che Lord Jefis who is cometo 
IP bathat whichisloft, feeketh it out in yocation, or 
Ailing : Sanctification isthe re{toring of usto the I- 
age of God we once had in Adam, as corruption 
et Hhe defacing of thac Image, vocation is the calling 
tlhe foul unto Chrift,this yoy¢e Adam never heard 
ml. he did not need any call to come to Chrift, and 
iA -efore was immediately fanctified, as foone ashe 
Wikis made : but we need Vocation unto Chrift, be- 
! We-wwe can be fanctified by Chrift; we need this call 
¢ Inake us come to.Chrift, to put us into Chrift,and 
'\drefore much more before we can receive any holi- 
t's from Chrift; the ground of our coming by faith 
(AS odscall, 2 Thef. 2. 13,14. C hofento falvation 
wh ough fanttification, (the remote end of yocation) 
A belief of the truth, (the next end of it) whereun- 
1¢ hath caked you; sv isthe ground of it. 
ee 
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The Sound Beleevers — 
Theexplication of this callisa poinefull of many {pi 
‘ritual difficulties; but of fingular ufe, and com! id 
them that are faithfull and called; 1 fhali omit many, 
things , and expiicate only thofe things which ferv\) 
our purpofe here in thefe three particulars, 
a.1 fhalifhew you what this callis, : 
- mature of it: Ge ii 
"D2, Theneceflity oft, 48° 

) 3. How itisa ground of coming, and wi 
\ “kindeof groundfor Faith == |, 
1. The nature of this Call 1 fhall open for you 
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bund, by lively yoyce, or printed Sermons at the 
Ine of hearing, or in the time of deepe meditation, 
Jpncerning things heard the Spirit indecd inwardly 
Jcompanies the voyce of the Gofpel ; but no mans 
Jlis by the immediate voice of the Spirit without 
ic Gofpel, or the immediate teltimony of the Spirit 
Hcathed outof free grace without the word, Eps, I. 
2.13. And therefore thara Chriftian fhould be im- 
Aicdiately called without theScripture,and the Scrip-| 
Hire only given to confirm Gods imediate promite, 
Ha Prince gives his Letter to confirme his promile 
Bode toa man before ; (as aldeffo would have its ) 
Mbotha falfe and a dangerousaflertion. 3 
MI 3. This voyce of the Gofpellisthe voyce of God 
WA Chrift, orthe voyce of Jetus Chrift, although dit- 
ed by men, who are bur weake inftruments for 
| efentand fet in Chrifts ftread ; but 


Tohn 5. 
29, 
| 2 Thef.2' 
|. and hence it) 12.13, 


iMac this call is nota mean bufinefs,becaute the Lord 
us bim(elf row {peakes, whole voyce. ts glorious. 
4, The fubftance of this call, ot the thing the Lord 
lisunto, isto come tuto bing ; tor there is a more 
Bey M com- 
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Efay 55, this willmake meamends ; Trequirenothing oftf' 


I, 2 


|| calling) of men, asfome tothe AZafters or Servants 
| 1 Cor, 7.24.20,21. orto office in { harch ar (oma) 


The S ound Belee Bere 


common calling (or as fome terme ita particule 


mon-wealth,as Aaron,leb, 5.4, and the voice thet 
ig to attend utito their work to which chey are callea| 
There isalfoa remote end of vocation, which 18 th 
holineffe, 1 The}. 4.7, anduntoglory allo, 2 Thefa 
14, Pbil.3.14, buc we now fpeake of more {pecia 
calling, the next end of which isto come unto ( Eri} 
the foul hath lived many years without him, the Lot} 
Jefus wil now havethe loft prodigal ro come hom| 
to come to him ; the foulisweary and heavy lader 
and the Lord Jetus would eafily eafe it without 1 
comming to him : butthis is his will, hee mu’ 
competo him for tt, Mat. 11,27, 1er.3.7.22, 1 {ati 
after [he had done thefe things, Tarn wnto mes com' 
unto me ye back-[liding clildren, Il healjour bach 
flidings, ler.4.1. If thoureturneft,retarne unto m) | 
T hisyoyce, ( ome unto me, is one of the {weete' 
words that Chriftcan fpeak,or man can hear, full’ 
Majefty, mercy, grace, and peace; a poore finn’ 
thinks; Will the Lord ever putup fich wrongs’ 
have offered him, heal {uch a nature, take fucha vip! 
into his bofome ; doe any thing forme ? If there I! 
but one it the world to be forfaken, %is it not I 2: ¢' 
Lord therefore comes and Cals, ( oeme unto me and 


| will pardon allthy fins, Iwillheal all thy back-[ls' 


ings, 1 will be angry no more Ler, 3.1 261 3- Thou! 
thou halt committed whoredeme with many lover 
[yet return unto me faiththe Lord, Jer. 3.1. Thou 
thou haft refifted my Spirit, refiufed my grace, We) 
ryed me withthine iniqnities, yet come unto me,a!! 


ee but'to come - for Godscall 1s out of free grat' 
Gal.1.6. and therefore calls for no more burt mi 
come up and poffeffe the Lords fulnefle, Lake T' 
17.10 07.1.9. | 5. i 
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| 
| | 5» Thiseallza Come, iS {Or fubftance all one withthe 
| iffer of Chri it; which confifts in three things. _ 
I. Cotnmandement to receive Chriftas prefent 
dnd ready to be giventoit - as when we offer any 
. hing to one another, it is by commanding them to 
fake ic: 1 John 4, 23. and thisbindes conicience to 
Bhrcleeve, as you willanfwet tor the contempt of this 
Biich grace, at the greatday of account. 
#3, Perlwafionandintreaty to come & receive what 


f Thiscallor offer hath three {peciall qualificati- 
ih ‘ sufands outwardly. who yer never come, 
aye rd call to come; an in 

e of Gods Spirit : & there- 
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whichis wont to apply generfIs unto particulars pat} 
ticularly, makes the cal] particular, thatthe foule fee 
thatthe Lord in fpecial means me, fingles out me 1h) 
1 {pecialto beleeve ; otherwifethe fouls of the ele wil 
not be much moved withthe call of Ged, fo long % 
{they thinkethe Lord offers no more mercy tome} 
{then to any Reprobate; and therefore the Spirit © 
Chrift makes the call particular, Efay 43.1. J had! 
called thee by name, [ohn 10.5. Hee calleth all ht 
fheepe by name not thatthe Lord calls any by thei} 
chriften name (as we fay )as the Lord did extraordi: 
narily call Samuel, Samuel,and Paul, Paul, butthi 
meaning js, look as the Lord from befote all Worla 
writ'do wn their name inthe book of life, and love 
'|them in {peciall; fo in'‘Voeation (the fitft opening « 

Eleétion) the Lord makes his oferantente {pecial 
and-(o fpeciall as if it were by name” for the foule a 
| this inftant feelsfuch a {pecial ftirring ofthe Spirit t 
pon it, whichit feelsnow, and neverfele before; 2} 
alfo its particular cafe fo fpokenunto, and its parti 
cular abjeétions fo anfwered, and the grievoufnef: 
of its fin in refufing grace fo particularly applyed,d 
if God the only fearcher of heartsonly {pake unto ij 
and fo dare ¢ not but think and beleeve thatthe Loi 
meanethme, 3, It is effectuallas well as inwal| 
and anne Luke 24.33. Compell them to com 


| 


‘in, Job.10.46, Chriltsorher hep fal hear Chrifi 


-voyce, and thofe he w/t bring home's for every ir 
ward callisnot effeCtual. There came a man in wit!’ 
‘| out his wedding garment, 17Zat. 22. 6.7.8, whent, 
our Saviour faith, Adany are called but few chofei 
_| but this I now fpeake ot,‘ as.a calling ovt of purpofi 

-kom,8.28, and therefore never leaves the foule,untr 
it hath teall pofleftion of Chrift, and reftsthere ; th 
call falls upon a finner humbled, not hard heartea 
and hence the call iseftectual, at, 9.12.13, 2 C b 
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10.10, 4, itis {rch a eall.as was in creation, Rom. 4, 
+7» And hence the foule.carmot but come, and when 
i iscome it cannot depart, like Peter, Lord,whit her 


Whe Lord brings it homeyand there keepsit, and now 
Mac infinitely bleffeth God that ever:the Lord gave it 
Mncyetofee, an heart tocomeand feekatter Jefus| 
Mf hrift, ». Thus muchof the nature of this Call, now 
Hollowes the neceffity of it, which appeares inthele 
tahteeparticulata! fueron’ Gerive gup 
iil, 1. Noman fhould come unleffe firft called; as: 
Mt isin calling to an ordinary office, fo tis ineur cal- 
fing touch moreunto fpeciall grace; che-Apoltle 
il aith, Hebi 5.4. that No man takes! this ‘honour, 
tab at he that ts cahed of God; {o what hath any man 
tif. o doewith Chrift, co make himfelfe afon of God, 
8c heir ofglory thereby, but he thar iscalled of God? 
ivhac have we todoto rake other mens goods,unleffe 
eicalled thereto? what have wetodototake theriches 
dof grace and peace, if not called thereto? ’tis prefum-, 
ptionto take Chrift whiles uncalled’, but not when 
ilyouate calledthereunto,> | Pots | 
» 2,» Bécaufe no man would come without the 
whLotdscall: Alatth. 20. 6.7. Why frand you here | 
iAalthe day idle ? Theanfwer was, ‘No man hath | 
inbired, ov called ws thereto, VVhen there is 20 
jigoutward-call orelyiy > yer: men will not come 19, | 
Ac Matth.23, 37. ard-thercfore there muft be an | 
Ac fetuall'call tobringmen home, Efay 55.5. 20d | 
(therefore you fhal {¢e many,let there bea legal com- 
ard; fuppofe to fanétifiea Sabbath, orto {peake | 
the teuith; they have no objections againlt obedi- 
agence unto this: but prefle them to-beleeve, thew | 
them Gods call tor it, they have more feares and | 
| es object | 
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‘objectiousrifing againft this then there be haireso- |! 
their head,becaufe the foul would not clofe with this: |! 
3, Becaufe no mancouldcome, ‘unleffe called ;}' 
Tobn 6:44, No mancancome unto me, wuleffe the! 
Father draw him andhow doththe Father drayy a=} 
py man, but by this call 2-if the Lord fheuld not)! 
come and fpeak himfelf, and make his call the molt?’ 
joytullcydings and the fweeteft meflage that ever}! 
care to it, it would fay, [ haveno heart, Icannor, 1/4 
aim hot able,for Rom.11.32. wee are {hut up under" 
unbelief ; and thereforethe Lord jefus, Luke 15.5, 
mutt bring his {heep home upon his fhoulders, elfeiti 
will lye inthe Wildernefle of its owne droopings 5! 
whereas when the Lord effectually {peaks, the foule’ 
30 cannot butcome, raftly, Howthis call isaground! 
of Faith, and what ground of Faith, For anfywer 
hereunto, do make this call confidered withouc the! 
promifé,the ground oz which Faith refis, (for that is! 
Gods free grace inthe promife) but the ground 6y' 
whichic retts, or wherefore ic refts aponthe promife,' 
The mind fees (1.) thefreenefle' of mercy toa poore’ 
(inner in mifery; and this breeds {ome hope the Lord 
may pity it(2.) The fulneffe and plenteous riches of 
mercy, & this givesvery greavencouragementro the) 
foul to think the Lord (it I;cometo him) furely wil! 
not deny meadrop, Pfal. rz0.7- 8, The Prodigal’ 
comes bonxe becaufeot bread enough in has father 
houfe, though he wasnotcertain he fhould have any): 

) The precioufine(s and fweetnefle ofmercy make. 

the foul long vehemently for it, P/°36.6..7. 8 make! 
it fec allvcother things ata low retetoenjoyit; bur! 
when unto allthisthe Lordfendsa {pecialcomande;' 
ment,aid a {peciall meflageon purpofejand calsicte 
come in; and accept ofit,and take mercy asics own,’ 
and that for no other reafon, but becaule it is com. | 
manded & called toaccept of it; thisputsan end up, 
fn ey a aul ood 
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-oalldoubts,al fears,all difcouragements,and the foul ; 
anf{wersas thofe, fer, 3422. Behold we come, thun\ 

Jart the Lerd our God, As @ man in great want of 
bread, one comesand freely offers him bread to pre- 
Merve his life,the man takes it ; if you ask him, Why | 
do you take it? you area poor fellow unworthy of ic, 
never did yet one hours work for it 3 heanfwers, Tis 
rcue, [amunworthy, but yer becaufe itis offered to’ 
me to preferve life, I gladly take it; the man dothnot | 
promife abfolutely to me,that this bread is: mine,and 
(hall feed me; bucthec tels me, if] doe receive it, it 
a hall cextainely be mine to feed mee; arid this isthe 
fi maine ground of his receiving of it. Juft {oir isin 
AW Paith ; Ask an humbled finner, why do you beleeye? 
Why do you takeChriftas your own?HaththeLord. 
(aidabfolutely thathe is yours ? No, faith the foule, 
Wa bur the Lord freely offers himifelfe unto me, whoam 
gundone without him, andlaich, if I doe receive him, 
Wa he fhall be forever mine, to give life to me,and there- |. 
Wfore I chanktully acceptof him ; this isthe gxound of 
Faith, The Scripture fers outthis ina lively fimnilitude , 
of a great Supper, to which many wete éxviteds 
df what was theground of their coming to it? Behold, | 
4 allthings are ready if you'come and cat, they are 
notyours if you dee norcome ;’but if you'come at 
my calland inyitation, then all chingsfhallbey ours; 
And hence it isthatthey chat came not, were exclud- 
ed; they thaccame were received with welcome, 
i) 1 know tis:a quettionof {ome difficulty emone 
ii (ome, vsz2 Whetheranabfoluteteftimony ofactu- 
Mf allfavour and juftification be not thefirlt ground of 
a, Faith 2: They that make Faith to bean abfolureaffu- 
rance of Geds favour, muftof neceffity maintaine 
this affertion, and then thofethings will follow, 
AW\ oa. Thata Chriftian muft be ate lactone hee 
\beleeves for the caufe of Faith muft go before Fash 
| aeAars his 
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© This Propofition, Thow art juftified, reconciled, i 


| gument, thacif faith be an affurance of our a@tual ju- 
‘| Aification, then wee are firft juftified betorewe be 
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is according to this affertion the caule of Faith; for || 
no propofitton can therefore be true, becaufe we are ‘ 
perfwaded that itis true, buc it muft ba firft true, be- | 
tore £ arn perfwaded of it ; the wall isnot white be- | 
caufe my eye feesit fo, but it muft firft be white, and | 
chen I fee it fo. Now to make actuall juftification || 
before faith; is ¢roffete the whole current of Scrip-|' 
ture. We beleeve that we might be juftified, Gal. 2. 
16, weare not jultified that we might beleeye, Wee 
paffe from death to life by faith, Ioha 5.24, we are f 
not ina Mate of life before faith, When the Lord Fe-| 
[us fawtheir faith, Mat. 9.2. he then faid, Bee of | 
goodcomfort, thy fins are forgives thee, The Word | 


H) 


faith, Hetrhat beleevethnot ts condemned already, | 
John 3.18, and therefore (unlefie the Spirits wit- " 
neffe be croffetothe VVord) it doth not fay to one | 
that beleeveth nor,that he is abfolved already. To be | 
juftified by faith,and to be j/fified by Chrifts righ- 
teoufreffe,isall one inthe Scriptures phrafe & mean-/ 
ing, Gal, 2. 16,17. And therefore we may as well | 
fay that we are juftified before and witheur Chrift, | 
as before and without faith. And indeed this Doét- | 
rine of being juftified by faith, and by this means to | 
haye remiffion of finnes, the Apoftle Peter affirms | 
to be the do@rine of allthe Prophets, Aé¢s‘10, 43.|' 
To hina give all the Prophets witnelfe that whofoe-\ 
ver beleeve in him, (ballreceive remisfion of finnes:|' 
not that they had remiffton of finnes before they 
did beleeve. [know notany one Preteftant Writez|' 
that maintainesour juftification before and without} 
faith, except learned Chaméer ; whonot knowing}: 


) 


haw to avoid the blow of Belarmines horned ar-| 
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lceye hee affirms we are jultified before faich : and|' 
therefore 
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therfore that when the Scripture faith we are ju/téfied 
by fash, the reafon of that (faith he) is not becaule 
outfaith doth efficere juftificationem,t,e. isa caule 
(meaning inftrumental) ofour juftification, but be- 
caule efficitar inzuftificato,t.e.is wrought ina jufti- 
fied perfon : buc if that be che reafon of the phrafe, 


‘ftitied,& reconciled, and therefore beleeve it; but co 


Wi deny that doctrine which is opened out of the Scrip- 
| : Gires by the Minifters of Chrift, to bethe ground of 


lf faith, is exprefly crofs tothe teftimony of Scriptures, 


& che end of the Miniftery, and ofthe meflengersot 


‘Wi Chrift,whohave the keys of office givento them,that 


what they bind onearth, ts boundinheaven; what 
they loofe on earth,2s loofed in heavens whofe fins they 
vemit, they are forgiven, whole fins theyretain,they 
are retained: Mat.16,16, loka 29,33, Moft excel- 
lent forthis purpofe isthe Apottles difpute, Rons. 10, 


IN| You need not go upto heaven or downto hell,to fetch 
"MN | Chrajt bimfelf to tell yon whet ber you [hall be juftifi- 
|| e4 ey faved, v.6.7. for the word zs nigh themver.8- 
‘| thac opens Chrifts heartuntorhy heart : But what 
| word might fome fay is this ? Ts it not che internall 
i | wordofthe Spiritonly? The Apoftle anfwers, /¢ a 
| that wordwkhsch we preach: hereby you thal] know 


whether you fhall live or no; but whatis that word 
Paul preached ?is it notan abfolute teftimony chatall 


i | your finsare already pardoned by Ch:ift, & therfore 


beleeve ic? No, but ¢ thon beleeveft with thine 


MI! Leartthat God raifedrp Chrift fronathe dead, thon 
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rhoujhalt be (aved,v. 9.11.12 What canbe more K 

full 2 yec confider that one place mote, /ohn 17.20, i 

I pr ay for all them that {hall beleeveon me, throngh | 

theer word, Whatisthe ground or maeans of beleey=/) 

ing in Chrift ? Icis faid here exprefly, Their Words} 

Is itnot the word of Chrift, rather then the word of |' 

the Apoftlesand oftheir fucceffors, inthe Doctrine 1 

they delivered, is it their word ? Truely that which} 

they delivered, was theword of Chrift, & that which? 

is opened trom their doctrine in the Scriptures is thei 

word of Chrift, yet asthey open it, and apply it, fot’ 

| tig their word :and this Word is the ground by whieh} 
all that Chrift prayes for, doe beleeve in Chrift ; the? 

bareWord I grant cannot petfwade without che S pi- y 

rit,yetthe Spirit willnot give ground of Baith with- |! 

out the Word, butas byit, fo uponit, will build the }) 

Soules ofall the Ele@, whoare bralt upon the fonn- |! 

dation of the Apsftles and Prophets, Fefus C brift | 

beingt he chtefe curner-ftone, E ph. 2.20, How can} 

rhey beleeve without a Preacher, Rom,10.14, | 

3. Then when wicked men and Reprobates are}’ 

} | commanded to beleeve, (as they ate commanded, } 
i. - lob 3.19. Luke 14.17. Loh.6.38. Heb,4,2.) they f} 
are commanded to belecye alye,7#=: thattheir fins A 
are pardoned, and they actually juftified ; for if chis}' 
ce(timony be the ground.of Faith, then when they || 
are commanded to beleeve ; they are Comanded to]! 
be perfwaded of thisteftimony, But che fins of wick- H 
ed men, ¢(pecially Reprobates, are not, nor never} 
{hal} be forgiven , and therfore this cannot be the} 
ground ofFaith, © 4. Whenthe Spirit of adoption, 

| which witneffeth chat Ged is our Father,and that we 
farehis Sons reconciledto him, goes betore Farh; 
but the Apoftleexprefly:denyesthis, Ye are the chtl- 
dren of Godby aith,Gal,3.26, And becaife ye are). 
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fons, he bath fent nstoyon the {piritof fous, eryeng 


| 5. If fuch ateftimony fhonld be the firftground 
if Faith,then no man fhould beleeve but he that hath 
Biicha teftimony antecedent to bis faith; but this is to 
Bicoffe che Scripture; J{a, 50,10. Hee shat fits in 
| larkneffe,and fees nolight,let him flay himfelf up- 
| in his God, When Jonah iscalt out of Gods fight to 
his own feeling, yec he is bound to looke againe unto 
he Temple. 6. This abfolure teftimony is either 
Mhe teftimony of the Word, or of the Spirit; Noto 
Jihe: W ord,asis proved; ifofthe Spirit, then lec it be 
romfidered, whether that can beche ceftimony of che 
p pirit which is noraccording to the Word; nay Con- 
rary tothe Word, for the word to fay none are jutti- 
Wied before faith; for the Spirit to teftifiefome are} 
luftified before faith, If it be faid, ehatthe Spirit doth 
not witne fsthefeto any man before & without faith; 
fiout-yct ic is without re!pect unto, or fhe wing a man 
isnis faith, torchofe chat exciudes Sanctification from 
\pocing any evidence, they mean faith as well as any o- 
iher renewed work of holinefs. & fo exclude chacal- 
: fo) then I fay the teftimony of the Spirit (which of it 
‘Welfe is exceeding cleare) isan obfcure and dark tefti- 
Mnony,becaute it cleares up the predicate of this Pro- 
Wpofition, thou beleever art ynftefied,ic witnefieth toa 
Wimanthox art ju/tified; but cleares not up the fubject 
Hof its vzz. tho beleever, it makesa man beleeve a] 
Miceftimony without underftanding the full meaning 
Hof it; for the Spirit teftifying to any manthox art 
i j#ftified; his meaningis, tho beleever art jultified, 
And J do befeechthe Ged & Father ofall lights,chat 
Ad his poore people may be led intothe truth in this par- 
Hicicular ; for wanc of eftablifhment here , you little 
Mchink how many delufions you may fall into about 
your {piriuall condition; I remember that when 
Ay Satan came to overthrow the Faith of Chrilt, in his 
Bl (ccondtemptation, Adat.4.6. he brought a promife 
i ery Out 
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out ofthe Scripturesto him, becaufe he fayy he held 
clole tothem, ver, 4. and by this promife fought to } 
lead him intotemptation 5 how fo? obferve the text, }, 
and fee if it was not by hiding part ofthe meaningor}, 
che promife from him, and in {peciall,that yery con} 
dition required in the perfon ta:whom the promife}| 
is madc3 tor hetells him, thatifhe caft himfelf dowa 1 
headlong,the Lord hath not only faid it, but wrest 265) 
He [hau give hus Angels charge over hine,to keepe}, 
hive from dafking hus foot agatnft aftore whereas |; 
if you coufule with the place whence itis cued, Ze} 
Pfal. 91.11, the condition is fetdowne, #7 all thy\, 
wayes.which he purpofely hides from our Saviour as} 
muchas in himlay, Ohtake heed therefore of receive | 
ing any te{timony from Word or Spirit without the || 
meaning of it, without knowing the perfon thusand | 
thus qualified ,to whom it belongs ; otherwife Satan , 
wilt hurry you headlong toa world of delutions ; & 
you fhall find the W ord of God appointed to direct | 
you, (through your mif-applicationof it) the word 
of Satan, to deceive and damine you : do not thinke , 
cha this is building faithupon workes; butto be- 
feeve, that they that beleeve in Chrilt are juitified, | 
teconciled, and faved, is building faith upon Gods | 
promife ; yea, and his free promile too: for faith the, 
Apoltle, Jt is of Faith that it might be of Grace, Ro... 
4,16. Iris beleeyingto have the end by the meanes, 
notthe end without the meane of Faith. Itistrue,we; 

| 


may {ce Gods favour and love to us i the caufe as, 


wellas inthe effects of fanétification; but what is, 
thatcaufe 2 the meritorious caufe-is Chrilts righte= 
onfnels,and the infirumentall caufe ofapplying this, 
is our Faiths fothat weare juftified by faith, fo fee-. 
ing this, we may fay afluredly with Paul, Being 
justified by faith, we have peace withGod, Rom,§.. 
1, Itistrue, we cannotlee our juftification by faith, 
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prthe work of faith without the fhining ofthe Spiric 
| (0 olir Hearts; but the queftion is not whether the 
picit helps usto fee our juftified eftate, but by what 
eans; by what Propofitionin the word we come to 
I: it; which we may fay isnot by any fuch abfoluce 
Wtimony’ thou art juftitied already oz therefore be- 
Ive ; bur ifthou believe and come to Chrilt, here is 
J: pardon offin, peace with Ged, yea all the blef- 
Bs of Chrift ready for thee, which God intends to 
Wve & never totake away, if thou thankfully receive 
Moat God freely offers, and as it were layes downe 
Bichy feet. The callof Chrift therefore is the ground 
WW which we firft beleeve; and that you may be con- 
Wimed farther herein,doe but confider the glory and 
-ellency ofthis ground. It isa conftant ground 
Mich, for.if youcomeco Chrilt becaufe you have 
Hurance, or becaufe you feel {uch and {uch graces, 
heavenly impreffions of Gods Spirit in you,you 
Why then many a day and yeare keepe at a diftance 
ihm Chrift,and live wicbout Chrift; for the feeling 
B craces, and aflurance of favour are not conftant ; 
li: this callisalway founding in thine ears, ob come, 
tonely becaufe thou fecleft holinefle inthee, bur 
me, becaufe poor, hungry,empty naked,loft, blind 
lacfed, forfaken, fulloffin; there is notone moment 
Wehbe day of grace, burcthe Lord befeecheth thee to 
Wicive his grace,4 Cor.6,1,2. 3, this isan open door 
Chrift ac alltimes,' an open harbout to putin at all 
xmes,a heart-breaking word; Ohthou tofled with 
mpefts and not comforted, come unto me & thou 
hicfinde reft tothy foul. Many ask, How fhould 
Hicmeto Chrift, feeing that I have no promile be- 
“iheing.co me 2 what haye dogs’ to do with childrens 
Mad? be it fo, yet Gadseall, command, befecch- 
esto come in,{liould be ground untothee,tocome; 
Mh poore beggar, that hath nopromife abfolutely 
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ivenhimof reliefe, yetifarich man fends to hin 
and bids him Coine to his doore and wait, he think? 
he hath good ground and warranttocome. | 
Itisa fure ground againftall feares, all doubts?! 
prefumption, all fenfe of unworthinefle and of f 
oreatnefic of thegood promifed, &c, For the Sain’ 
have many fears whereby they dare notcome, ti) 
. | fcare they may prefume,. they fec themfelves mo} 
| vile, and unworthy of the leaft {mile; the benef} 
are fo exceeding gréat, to which they are called, th 
they thinke it is to good for them, 8c. but below 
‘when the Loulé fees evidently, the Lord invites m 
per{wades me, commands me, waits forine, {triv) 
with me that I would come in, and becaufe his gre 
isfree, therefore requires no more but only to ca) 
| andtake, come and drinke + thisforeeth the fouled 
confeffe, 1 am fure it isno prefumptionto obey: 
call of Chit; and what though J am unworthy; 
this 200d is exceeding greatand precious, yetif 11’ 
che Lords grace to call ich a poore wretch to rece 
and accept of it, why fhould not Trather chank’ 
ly receiveit, then out of my owne head fuperfticid 
ly refufe it ? but this I am fure and certaine of, 4 
Lord a Is me,thusto do; If God fhould fpeak fr’ 
Heaven to you to comcunto his Sonne, it is ne 
fure a erctindas the cal of God from out ofthe € 
cle of his word, in the bleffed Gofpel of his deat @ 
It isa trong ground, and of ‘great powerand 
cacy to force the fouleto come ; for you may ob! 
noman can beleeye, or fhould beleeve,and cor? 
‘himfelfe. I fay feroo; but how would you hay! 
-\Spiric of Chrift enable you to come ? verily, it } 
'\this call, and therefore, Jer, 3.22. wherrthe 1 
faid, Returne jee back-[liding children, they 
fently anfwered, Lordwe come ;the dead {hall 
this vosce of the Sonne of God, andlive; Lob. 5 
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Thou faidft, Seek. ye my face, my heart anfwered, 


Mlordthy face will feeke. Ohiron, ftony,adaman-: 
ine heart, that canit hearefo {weet a yoyce as thi 
Mivord come,andyetnotbeayercome! si “$k 
} is call honours grace moft, for what more free 
dgnen forthe Lord toflay, Come and take of the water 
ia tzfe freely ? what more free, then ferarich man to 
ig quire of his debtor onely to receive fo many thou- | 
gandsof bimto pay hisdebts, and tofet bimup a- 
Paine ? Verily Brethren, « asthe Lord honourghis 
acace by commanding ustocome, fo we honour ity 
iqvhen through the mighty power of the {ame eall we 
yoecome, : 
4] Thusmuch for explication of this call; now let 
Ape put an end toit ina word of application. 
\q Let this perfwade all fortsof perfons, young and 
wq/d,oneand anotherto whomthe Gofpel isfent, to 
i ine into Jefus Chrift ; for thofe that God calls} 
{gpould come ¢ burthe Lord calls Gene outward- 
«tall forts of perfons; nay every individual! perfon 
kg come in: Mark, 16.15,16, Panl told the ftout 
iqeylor, Lf thou beleeveft, thon {halt befaved ? and 
j, pok as the Law {peakes particularly to every man, 
420 {halt have no other Gods , ee, {o doth the Gol- 
sot allo, Rom.10, 9. that{o every man might looke 
pon bimfelie as {pokento in particular, And in- 
:gred if there were not fuch a particular call, chem 
gen fhould not finne by refiufing the Gofpell , nor 
gould the Lord be angry for fo doing, but.theit fin 
id condemuation is great that {o do,loh.3.19. And 
ie Lord is more wroth for this fin then any other; P/. 
gt 2. Lvk.14,18,Heb.3,10,.11.19, In one word, 
» her the Lord would have thee (who eyer thou att) 
5 receive Chrift, orto reject, and fo defpife Chrift ; 
di if the Lord would have you reject him, he would 
, «feo have you fin,& continue in it, which canot ins 
eee ae 2 either 
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with the honour of Gods holinefle, or of his x 
grace; I fhallhere therefore open twothings, = ¢ [| 
2. at, Set down means to enable you to eome.}} 
2, Shew you how and in what manner you|| 

fhould’ comes: SR ae 
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; 1, Confider, who itis that doth call yous is it Man 
or Minifters think you ? you might never come then}! 

| no; itis J efus Chrift himfelfthat calls you by the 
Whi do many dilcouraged Spirits refufe co cor 
it isbecanfe they think deceitful men, or charit 
men call them , buttheLordhathno refpe& unt: 
them; Oh foolifh conceipt ! J tell you their Mink: 
ftery is not an act oftheir charity, withing wellto che 
{alyation of all, butitisanact of Chrifts loye & fol! 
| yetdigne Authority, AZaith, 28, 18.19.20. So tha’ 
whatthey do, itisin C hrifts fread, 2 Cor.§.1 9,20" 
if Chrift was prefent, be would call thee to him wit) 
more bowels then arly compaffionate Minifter can! 
and laflure you,to recetve them,istorecetve C hraft 
to defpifethenz, 1s to defpife Chrift, Loh, ¥ 3, 20. any’ 
theretore Ep). 3.1.4, although the Apoftles preache| 
othe Ephesians, yetitislaid, that Chri? came an' 
. | preachedtothem, /fany Minifter preacheth any 
_ \ ther dothrine of gracethen what Chrift hath deliv 

\ red,let hinz be accurfed ; but if they publifh bis mi’ 
and his call, look upon them as if the Lord hinafel’ 
\called unto you, left the Lordaccurfe you, and 
their Miniftery to you;'the Lord Jefus did not ¢ 
oftthe Jewestor crucify ing of him and fhedding] 
blood, untillthe Gofpell of grace publithed by I 
Meflengers, carnerothem, and that was rejecte’ 
| then Pavl waxed bold, ard laid, becaufe you put’ 
|waytheWordfr omyou,weleaveyou; Atts13, 4 
Oh beioved, if you did beleeve Chrift called y’ 
poor Prodigalis (thathave run riot, & finned a9 
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him asmuchas you could) home unto him; fippofe 
1 hrift wasprefent , would it not draw you in? {up- 
hofe he was with thee in the chamber, where thou art 
rying after him, or in the Church, where thou art 
waiting for him, and he fhouldappeare yifibly be- 
ore thine eyes, open his bofome, and bowells, and 
loud before thee, and calling unto thee to this pur- 
safe, Idee befeech chee and intreat thee by all thefe 
ars I have fhed for thee inthe dayes of my flefh, by 
ilthot bitter agonies I haye fufferedfor thee, by all 
Ihefe tender bowells which have beene rowled toge- 
Hber toward theescome unto me,embrace me, lay thy 
§ivcaryed head inthis blefled bofome of mine, crucity. 
Moe nolonger by thy fins, tread me not underfoot by 
by unbeleefe any more; and I will pardon all thy. 
Wis thoughas red ascrimfon, I willheale thy curfed | - 
| | ature, Fwillcarry thee in my own bowels up to glo- 
ify Wich me, whereall finnesand teares and forrowes 
ifg2all be abolifhed,. &c, who would not now come 
i ve him 2 -let me fee that man thachath a heart of 
@\damancthat would not mele and come in at this; 
Jb my beloved, this very call is done as really by} |. 
IP hriftin bis Miniftery now , though not fo vifibly |: | 
jqodimmediately as 1 now defcribe, and therefore 
ake heed how you refufe to heare him that /peakes 
Won Heaven, Heb,12.25. OBL AN, 
I Confider whom the Lord calls.and that is thee in 
articular, whoever thou art, to whom the Gofpel of 
db-brift is fenc: forif youtbinke Chrift cailsiome on- 
sim thar are fo and. fo deeply humbled onely tocome, 
ind not unto youin particular, you will neyer come 
alfp ; but we haye proved this, thatthe Lord calls alHin 
-uerall, and confequently each man in particular, 
)¢ Confideration of this may bring you in; Men 
Hareto commit murther and fteal, &c, but you feat 
etunbeleef; but the Apoftle bids you fear that, ie 
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the Gofpel is preached (faithhe) sntoyou, as well as 
sintothofe that fell by unbelief : Heb. 4, 1.2, donor 1 
fay he calls me indeed, but it is no morethen what he} 
|dothto Reprebates; true,in the outward call itis fo; 1 
y¢t upon this ground you may thinke the Lord com- 
mands not, cals net you, to fantifie a Sabbath,or to} | 
honour Godsname, becaufe this is as common to re- | 
probatesasuntoyou; doe not fay I amnot able bit 
come, and therefore [am not called; no moreate} 
you able to attend the rules of the Moral] Law + yet}! 
youlookeuponthem as appertaining to you, & be! 
caufe you cannot doethem, you intreat the Lord to | 
enable you, and fo becaufe you cannot come, you 
fhoutdlooke upto the Lord todraw you : and veri! 
ly many times the great reafon why the Lorddoth' 
not draw you, is, becaufe you do not deeply confider | 
thathe doth really & affectionately call you : donot! 
fay, am adry tree, the Lord cannotlook upon, me, 
whole condition isworfe thenever I heard or read of 
yetremember what the Lord {peaks to fuch,//2.65,. 
A 7. Look not thou to thy barren 8& dead heatt, | 
at giveglory unto God, as eAbraham did, Rom,4,| 
t9; 20. afd receive his grace with more thankful.) 
ntfle thenanyelfe, becaufe noneever fo miferable. 
as tliy {elfe; yott young men heare this, though you 
have {pent che Hower of your yeares in vanity, mad-, 


r 
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neffe, & Hichy lufts, yec the Lord calls you in to him; 
you old mengrownegtay headed in wickednefle) 
though it be the lat houre ofthe day in yourlife, yet, 
behold the Lord would hire you, & cals youto come. 
in, beforethe foref{t wrath ot a long provoked God 
break out upon you ; you that hayedefpifed Gods 
Meffengers, crucifyed the Lord Jefiss aftéth, embru- 
ed your handsin his blood , {corned and hated the 
Saints,and the word of Gods grace; heare what wif 
done laith, Prot. 22.23. Return ye {corners; Oh eat 
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hrift, that never 
ther, that have’ 
: how the Lord }) 


: 
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B ofom of his Father ; or is itt 
ny thing for bum ? alas ! thou 
Thy nutthels, thou haft not had fo muchas a form 
Ti Religion, thou haft done as much mifchief'to him 
Mi: thou couldft,/er.3. 5. thou haft wearyed him with 
nine iniquities,and made him ferye with thyfins,and | 
a(t {abdued his heartexceedingly by ftrang impent-| 
Wency, J/2. 43.24, the only reafonthat hath moved 
fim tocalluponthee, hath beento pity thee, feeing 
Whe running to the fire that never can bee quench, 
My ichout {top or flay; aC Aron. 36.15.1 6,and be- 
aufe thon art fallen by thine tntquittes, Hof.14,1. 
MA nd fall this bring you home ? 
WW Confider for what end the Lord callsthee, is it not 
Is come & take poffeffion of allthe grace of Chrift, 
WM; 21,1,6. nay ofallthe glory of Chriff, t T hef.2.12, 
W2y.coa moft neare.fweet, and everla Ring fellow/hsp 
ith. C brift himfelfe 2? 1 Cord and can J fay any 
Moore ? canyou defire any more then this? if the 
MW ord Should fay unto any of us, Come into thegar- 
ich, and there watch and pray withme, tae 
iffer 
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luffer with me; who of us would not account our) 
felyes unworthy of fuch honour ? but forthe Lordto]), 
fay, Come & enter into your reft, the and, che king=|j| 
dom of grace and g'ory is before you, go up and pofs|i| 
fefle it, Oh where are our hearts, ifthis call will not}, 
draw if the Lord fhould fay at the day of Judgment, } | 
when the heavens and earth fhall be ona light fire,8¢ |} 
the Lord Jefus fetupon the throne of his glory, ad-|} 
mired of all his Saintsand Angels ; Come you blef- |i 
fedand take the kingdome prepared for you, would}, 
you notgladly came at thatcall? Oh beloved, the | 
Lord J eftis now in the throne of hisglory in heaven, , 
behold he cals you unto a better good then that king: 
dom he calsyou to come and take himfelf & all his\/ 
precious benefits prepared for you, though in thy felt | 
accurfed ; and would he have you take poffeftton ot | 
all this? is it wot the pratfe of the riches of hes grace 2 | 
Eph.t. Tf this behis-end,then ifthou wilt not come | 
for chy own good,yetfor his fake,his grace fake come) 

How long the Lordhath calledthee, how oft hceé;' 
would have gathered thee ; he hath /feod fo long un-;' 
till his Locks are wet with dew of the night, Cant. 5. 
1.2. Itmay be youare afraid, ‘it hath’becn folong, 
chat now time is paft ; Oh no, for whilesthe Lord, 

calls by his word & {pirit, xow es the accept able time. 
2Cor. 6. 2. I confeffe there is 2 time wherein the) 
Lord will not be found, but whiles the Lord is neer), 
unto thee by his Miniftery, by his Spirit,convincing, 
afte ing, {tirring, knocking atthy heart , thetime iS), 
notyet paft, the Stn isnot yet fet , fo longas thole’, 
beamsappear,{/(a, 55.6. thofe choughts which dif. 
courage thee from coming to Ghrift,whiles the voice , 
ef his callis heard,’ eannot, bee of Chrift but Satan, ; 
whofe principall worke is to lay fuch {tumbling , 
blocks in our way to him, aS ar oll 
_ Confider the greatneffe of your fin in not cone 
t, This! 


| 


. 
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1, This isthe Caxdemuing fin; for no fin fhould 
condemn thee, if thou didft come to him, Lohbn 3.17. 
18,19, theu fhouldit pleafe him, & as it were make 
gbim amends for all the wrongs thou haf{t done him, 
aby coming tohim, Heb.11.5,6.7. 
“2, This aggravatesall other fins, /f J hadnot fpake 
to them, (faith Chrift) they had had mo (inne, te. 
comparatively; but nowthey have no cloak for their 
Jim :canthe fin of devils be fo great asthine, that ne- 
ver had a Saviour fent antothem ? yet thou haft cne 
{ent and come out of heayento thee, calling to thee 
from heayen, and yet thon defpifeft him. 3. This 
provokes the Lord to moft unappeafable and un- 
quenchable wrath, He6,3.11. J fivare in my wrath 
Whey foould not enter into my reff; after finnes a- 
i gainft the Law, the Lord did not {weare that man 
{heuld die, (for that notes an unchangeable purpole) 
Wa Out let Chrift be defpited, the Lord now {wears in his 
i wrathagainftfuchaone: hethat drames backe my 
B (cule {halltake no pleafive in him, Heb.t0,38, after 
a (in againit che law, the Lord took pleafure in glorifi- 
a ing his grace upon man fallen, but if you draw back 
froma the grace of Chrift in the Gofpell, the Lord. 
ui willtake no plea fure in you, 4. It provokes the for- 
Wig eft & moftunfupportable wrath, 7 ake heed you de- 
I (pile not himthat fpeaketh, for sf they did not efcape 
i eho refufed him that {pake on earth; muchleffe nal 
Nl we that delpife himthat [peaks from heaven, Heb. 
Ma £2.25, Take heed therefore you defpife not him that 
Ml (peaketh; the word de/pife fignifies in the original to 
Ha defpite orrefufeupon fomecolour of reafon: every 
iia man hath fome feemingreafon againft beleeving:one 
a chinks times paft, another thinks hee is-excluded by 
a (ome antecedent decree of election,another thinks he 
fa isnot humbled, nor holy enough, anorher makesex- 
fl cue not by pretending hisAle-houfe & whore-hcu'e, 
NY juchis Farm & Merchandize, © Mat. 
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Mat.22. another thinkes he is wellenough without q 
Chrift, &c,- Oh take heed, for the wrath of God} |) 
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cape the wrath to come, Mat, 3, but come unto a Sa-| | 
yieur that you may be ever bleffed with him. Bur] 
youwillfay 5 | “ : 
How fhouldwecometohim 2?) 
Cometohim mourning, and loathing your felves}, 
for your long Continuance in refufing of him, Jer] | 
31.9. Exek. 6.9. Come mourning for all thy fins,| 
burefpecially for thisthatthou haft {lighted hun and 
not fought him, (hed his bloud, rent his bowels ; and 
{thou canftnot come, yet come to him 8 make thy 
moan to him ofthy unbeleefand inability cocome. |. 
Come withconfidence that they that docome hee), 
will never cae avay, and that thou being come he}, 
willnever caft thee away,/0h.6.37. Heb,10.22. |. 

‘| Come gladly and willingly glorifying bis gra¢ e,bur} 
abafing thy felf: ith gladne/s hal they be brought : 


J 
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and enter into the Kings prefence, Pfal45.15. Doe, 
notreceive Gods grace as a common thing, but): 
thankfully & wich allchy heart : for the end why the ' 
Lord gives Chrift coany man is the glory of his}, 

graces! 
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race; if the Lord attaines this end hee defires no 


IE 
| 
nore, for why fhould he,when he hath his end ? 
_ Doe not come and talte, but come cy drizk, Lob 
7. 37. you may famifhtodeach and pingaway in 
our iniquities, and proye Apoftates, even tocom- 
Hnittheimpardonablefin, ifyou do but ¢a/? of him, 
Is thofe did; Heb,6.4.5. bittdrink abundantly, Ob 
We beloved of the Lord, Canta § 1. \f youcannot fa- 


1} 


lisfie your foules by what you feel already received 


us be ever ftefh, Heb, 3.6. and as ax oyntment pou- 
redout; take heed that the blood. wherewith youare 
anctified,do not grow 4 commont hing,& promifes 
withered flowers, & Sermonsof Chri{tand his grace 
‘unleffe there be fome new notions about, them) as 
Head drink, for this is the great fin of this age ; theold 
-ruthsabout the grace of Chrift, and the fimplicity of 
Ihe Gofpelisas water in mens {hoes ; Minifters muft | 
Horeach novelties, and make a quinteffentiall extracts 
out of the Scriptures, & it may be, prefs 4/o0d out of 
them fometime rather then milk, or elfe their doct- 
Itinesaretoo many as Almanacks out of date, or as 
Mnewsthey heard feven years fince;and they knew this 
efore : © the wrath of God upon this God-glutted, 
WChrift-glutted, Gofpel-glutted age ; unleffe st be a- 
‘iimong a very few poore beleeyers, whofe foulesare 
Hkept empty, poore, and hungry by fomecontinual! 
| O 3 tempta- 
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emptations or afflictions, and they are indeed glad || 
ofany thing, if it beany thing of Chrift | Verily 1_|| 
am afraid {ucha difmallnight is cowards of {piricuall , 
defertions,and of outward, but fore affiictionsof fa- || 
mine,war,bloud, mortality, deaths of Gods precious |; 
fervants efpecially ; that the Lord will fill the hearts | 
ofall Churches, families»Chriftians, that fhall be fa- |, 
ved inthofe times, with fuch rendings, tearings, fha- | 
kings, anguith of {pirit, as {carce never more in the |] 
wort daysef our fore-fathers; & that this {hal con- 
tinue, until the remnant that efeape fhall fay, Bleffed |) 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; blefled) 
bethe faceand feet of that Miaifter, that fhall come 
unto us in Chrifts name,and tell us,thattherets a Sa-| 
viour for finners,and chathe callsusfortocome, |) 
And thus I have done with this divinetruth, vz: || 
That the Lord Jefus in the day of his power, faves us|; 
outof our wretched and finfull eftate , by fo much} 
conviction, as begets compunction; fo much com=| 
punétion, as brings in humiliation ; fo much humilia- 
tion, as makesuscometo Chriftby Faxh. 
iS. "COA? 2 a | 
That every finner thus beleeving in ( brift, 2s a || 
that inftant tranflated into a moft bleffed and\ 
happy eftate : John 5,24, Phil. rut. | 
it the Queftion be, What is thathappy condition 
A they are made partakers of ? | coe | 
J anfwer, this appeares in thefe fix priviledges or} 
benefits, principlly, ey See | 
1, Juftificatéon, all their finnes are pardoned. — | 
2, ‘Reconciliation, PeacewithGod, = ff 
3. eAdoption, they are made the SonsofGod, | 
4. Santtification, they are re{toredto the Image}, 
-of God, 5. Audseuce of all their prayers to God, | 
6, Glorification, inthe Kingdom of heayen, in. ¢~ 
ternal Communion with God. eae 


a 
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| F 9) Farft, Fuftification. | 

1 tions our union unto Chrift by Faith, that look 
g 2swe are no fooner children of Adam, and branches 

§ of chat root by nacurall generation, but we immedi- 

{} ately contract the guilt of his fin, and (6 original po- 

Wi Jucion ; fo we are no fooner made branches of the {e= 
y cond dam by vocation, and founited unto Chrift 


his rightéoufnefsto our juftification, after whichwe 
‘Teeetve in order Of nature (not time) our fanctifica- 
tion; Phere isno trutimore neceflary to be known 


Gofpel,Rom.1.17, the Law fhewing how a man 
J may be juit and live; but it hathnot the leaft word 
iy bow a fintull man may bee jultand not die, this is 

proper to the revelation ofthe G ofpel ; let me there= 
if fore give you atafte ofthenatureof it, 

Our Juftification iswrought by a double act. 1. 

on Godthe Fathers part, he by a gracious fentence 
abfolves and acquitsa finner, and acceptsof him as 
“tighteous; 2,.0n God the Sons part, procuring the 
Wf pafling of this fentence by his fatisfaction imputed 
“iy 2nd applycd = the Father being the perfon princi- 
iii pally wronged hath chiefe power to forgive, yet 
i in juttice hee cannot acquit, nor ineruth account a 
ij) man unrighteous as righteous, unleffe the Son ftep 
Ij inand faushie ; for whofe fake he forgives :asthe A- 
|| poftleexprefly faith, Eph, 4. ulf, fo thatour‘Juttifi- 
cation is wholly out of our felyes,and we are meerely 
paflive init. Juftification is notto make us inward- 

ly juft,asthe Papiftgdream; but itisa Law-tearm, 8 

is oppofed againft condemuation, Rom, 8. 33. now 
look as condemnationis the fentence of the Judge, 
| condemning a manto die for his offences, or bots 5 
| | ° 


. His is the firft benefit which im mediately fol-| 


by Faith, but immediately we have the imputation of | 


‘Wf then this, it being the principal] thing contained in the ! 
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fo Fujti fication is the fentence of Ged the Father,ab*}) 
folying a man from the guile and punifhment of fini! 
for the {ake of the righteou!neflt of Chrift : That) 
you may more particularly underftand me, take thign 
defcription of it. | is i 
Fuftsfication ssthe gracious Sentence of God thel 
Father, whereby for the fatisfattion of Chriftappresy 
hended by faith, andimputedto the faithful, be aba 
| 

| 


folves themafromthe gush & condemnation of al fin, 
|e acceptsthems as perfettly réghteows to cternal life) 
Letus open the particulars herein briefly in feyex: 

Quel? 1. | call Queries. Whatitis in generall,zo jzftifie. | 
Anfw- | Visco paffe fentence of abfolution; to pronounce ay 
finer righteous ; tis Gods pardon,remisfion of fins;' 
this appears from the oppefition mentioned it {tands| 
inunto condemnation, as a Judge pardons a man'! 
when he faith he fhalklive ; or as 2 man manifeftly | 
forgives another when hee gives hima promile, ora 
bill of difcharge; fo that (notethis by che way that) 
our Juftification isnot Goedseternall purpofe to for-|| 
give, but itis Geds fentence publifhed, a finner is ju-) 
I{t)fied intentionally in election, but not aétually cill) 
this fentence bee paftand publifhed; The difficulty’ 
onely here is, where this entence is pronounced ; for | 
anfwer whereof note,that there is but adouble Court | 
wherein tis pafled; 4. Publkely in the Court of’ 

Heaven, or in the Court-rolls of the VVord; (for! 

\there is nother Court ofheayen where God {peaks, | 
butthis,) 2. Privately, inthe Court of Centciences!| 
By the firftwee are juftified indeed from perlonall } 
guilt; by the fecond we feel our felyes Juftified by the} 
removall of confeience guilt. The firlt is exprefly 
mentioned, Atts 10,43, and Rom, 1. 17, the fe-) 
cond isexprefly fecdownalfo, Pfa.32,4, The firft} 
isthe'caufe and foundation of the fecond ; the fecond }! 
arifeth from the firfts otherwife,peace of confcience | 
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| isa meeredelufion 3 the firft is fometimes long be- 
fore the fecond, P/2.88,15, asthe fentence of con- 
a) demnationin the Word is fornetimes long before a 
§}) man feelsthat fentence in his own con{cience ; the fe-| 
iW cond comesina long time after in fome Chriftians 
I Lhe firttis conftantand unchangeable; the fecond 
aa very changeable : hethat hath peace in his confcience 
§ to day, may lofe it by tomorow, Sothas you are not 
ia (in feeking the teftimony of your juftification) to 
ia took for.a fentence ftom heaven immediately pro- 
da nounced of God, bur look for it inthe Court of his 
I) Word,(the Court of Heayen) which though we hear 
not, fometime, yetitringsand fills heayen and earth 
| wich the found of it, vz. There is no cexdensnation 
'tothem that beleeve ; for hereby the Lord merciful« 
‘ly provideth forthe peace of his people more abun- 
|dantly. Aswhena poor Creditor is acquitted, or a 
malefaétor pardoned, I befeech you(faith he let me 
have an acquittance, adifcharge, a pardon under 
your ownehand, and this quiets him againft all ac- 
cufers : fo tis here; the Lord gives us an Acquit- 
tance inhis Word under hisowne hand and {eale,and 
fo givesus peace, Heb,6,13, | 
Whoisthisthat juftifiech ? 
Tis Godthe Father, Rom, 8.34. Father forgive 
\ theng, faith Christ, And hence Chrift ss az e4dvo- 
| Gate with the Father, 1 Lehn 2. 2, Allthe three per- 
| fons were wronged by fin; yecthe wrong was chief- 
i ly againft the Father, becaufe his manner of working 
| appeared chiefly in creation, from the righteoufnefle 
da | ot which, man fell by fin. The Father forgives pri- 
i | marily by Soveraign authority ; the Sonne of Man 
«MM | Chrift. J efus forgives by immediate difpenfation and 
| commisfion from the Father, Joh. 5.22, at. 9.6. 
|the A poftles and their fucceffors forgive minitterial- 
‘\ly, Zoh,24.23, The Father forgives by granting par- 
ON, 
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don, the Son by procuring, the Minifters (where-th¢ |); 
Spiritalfeis) by publifhing or applying parden $ fo |}! 
that this is great confolation, that God the Father the }} 
party chiefly incenfed,tishe that juftifieth, tis he that}, 
pafleth this gracious fentence,and then whocan con- 
deminedis.veiiatnns LO vd 
‘Why doththe Father thus juftifie ? Tismeetly his 
grace, and outofgrace. And hence I callichis g7a-}, 
cioms fentence, Kom. 3.24. juftified freely by hus 
grace. Whatishis grace ?, The Prophet Efay exs}} 
| pounds it to be noteur grace, or worksef grace, (al- 
| though wrought by grace) but 41s own mame fakes} 
| Indomerefpect indeed itis juitfor God to forgives}; 
| viz, in regard of Chrifts fatisfaction, 1 Joh, 1.7. Ro. |) 
3.20. The Mercyfeat and the Tables of the Law }} 
inthe Ack, may wellftandcogetherbut that Chrift}; 
was fentto latisfie jultice, and thatthy fins were fa-}; 
tisficd tor, 8 not anothers : thus it’s wholly of grace, ! 
If therefore you thinke the Lord pardons your fines} 
becaufe you have beene Iefle finners thenothers; or |} 
{if you thinke the Lord will not pardon yout fins, be- )) 
-_|caufe yoware greater finnersthen any elfe,you fin ex- | 
ccedingly againft the riches of Gods grace in this}, 
| point. Whatis the mean by which the Father doth 
thus juftifie? Tistor the {atis'a tion or by the price of}; 
the redemption of Chrift, Rom. 3.24. Rom. 5. 10h) 
Eph, 1.7. for Mercy would, but Juttice, could not} 
forgive ,/ without fatisfaétion for the wrong done.) 
Hence Chrift (atisfies, that graceand mercy; mighty , 
have their full {cope of forgivings So that, neither}, 
works before convertion which are but gliftering} 
‘lfins, Rom,1.18, nok works of grace in us after con-| 
verfion,can be caufesof our juftification ; for Abra 
ham when he was juitified & fanctified, yet had not 
whereof to boaft,but beleevedinhimthat ufttfied, 
\the ungodly, Rom.4,5, And the Apoftle Paul faith} 
exprefly, | y “We 
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Ve that beleeve have beleeved, that we might be ju= 
‘ified;Gal, 2.1 6. “tis therefore the price ot Chrifts re ] 
Hicmption which doth procure our juftification, But 
H)nderftand thisaright; forthis price isnot apply ed to 
| ach particular man as the common price, redeeming 
Hp) ( forchen every Beleever fliould be accountedal 
: | tviour,and redeemer ofall) butas the price ofthofe 
{pus in particular,to whom itis {pecially incended, 8 
Wetticularly applyed, Chrifts righteoufneffe is fuffi- 
pcntto jultifie all cowhom it is imputed, but it is no | 
teber imputed then to the attaining the end of im- 
tation, Véx, to juftifie and fave me in particular, 
otto make me a head of the Church or acommon 
aviour : Ic argu¢sa man weakly principled, that de-| 
yesthe neceflity of Chrifts fatistaction to our Ju- 
WWification, becaufe forfoothevery Beleever fhould 
‘perrbe a Redeemer. By Satésfattéon V underftand, | 
ie whole obedience of Chrift unto the very death, | 
‘hichis both aétive and paffive,by which weare'ju- 
ified ; Heb- 10. 10, Phil, 2,8, that righteoufneffe 
 Chrift (wrought in his aistittion is imputed, 
dich fatisties the Law and divine Juftice, Ga/.4.1. 
» 3.4. which is botha tive and paflive 3the very rea- 
nwhy the Law requires perfect obedience of us, 
hich we cannot poffibly bring before God; is, that 
emight feek for it inChrift, that fulfilled all righ- 


pufnefle : and therefore he is called:the end of the 


pw for righteoufueffe, Rom. 10. 3.4. And it is 
range aeatig ribet ratification by Chrifts 
Hive obedience, upon this ground, vé=,. becaufe 
Pt 2) the workes of the Law (which {atisfie the 
pw) fhallno finner be juftified:and yet withall ay, 
atweare juttified by that which fatisfiesthe Law. 
- bis righteoufneffe of Chrift is not chat of the God- 
ad,(forthen what need wasthere for Chrift to doe 


faffer ?) but chat whieh was wrought in the Man- 
bod, sie: 


i 
i 
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infinite) &c, for though thele things are applyed fo / 
our good, yetthey are nat. imputed as our righteous} 
nefie ; and therefore the objection vanifheth, which, 
{aith we cannot be juftified by Chrifts rigbreoufnels, | 
becaufeitisetfuchinfinite perfection, 
4. The refpective or difpentative righteoufnefie, 
which fome call jnffétia fide jufforia, isthat where: | 
by Chrift is ju(t for s infulfilling the Law, in bear, 
ing Gods Image, wee once had, and have now lof, 
by fin; andthus we aretruly faidto be as righteous a | 
Chrift by imputation, becaufe he kept the Jaw for us; 
and here. obferve that the queftion is not whether a, 
that Chrift did & Had isimputed to us as our righte, 
oufnefs, but-whether all that he did pro zobus for us,a) 
| afurety in fulfilling the law, be not for fub/tance,ou| 
righceoufnels; & therefore to think that we are not ju, 
fified by Chrifts righteoufnefle, becaufe then we at, 
juftified by bis working of miracles ,. preaching¢ 
-_ dermons,which women are not regularly capable o; 
is but to caft blocks before the blind ; forhat thoug, 
Chrift doth not beftow his perfonall wifdom and ju, 
(tice upon another, yet what hinders, but that 1/4, 
which Chriftdoth by his wifdom & righteoufnest« 
another , thefame fhould ftand good for him f4, 
whom it isdone 2 for thus itis infundry cafes amot, 
{men; Chrifts effenral righteoufne(s,infinite wildon, 
fidne(s of {pirit without meafure,€cc, is not imput, 
| tous; yetthele hayecon{pired together todo tha 
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B)tss,and fuffer that for us, by which we cometo beac. 


jcountedwighteous before God : he {hall be calledthe 
Lord our righteon{ne{s, Ler.23.6. This righteoufnes 


q 
| 


© 
Wb Kom.t.17. Notrighbteou 

We apilts dream) butrighteoufnefle 
qeutlion by Chriftonly;bur righteo 
nis imputed juttifies ¢ as fin imput 


pinted this as the on! 
"Pile, becatifethis.ab 


WM all canfe ef boafting,and adyanecth grace & met- 
iy Only, Rom, 3,27.Rom, 4,16, Ro. 4.5 Roim.9.30, 
t. 3.2. the faichfull account them {elves ungodly in 


bufineffe of juftification and thence it is faid that 
Ny 2rabam (though a godly man in himfelf; yet) de- 


ved in him that juftifies the ungodly : he onely is 
Tpateous whom Ged pronounceth & faith is righte- 
“igs: Now Faith above all other graces beleeves the 
pd; anda Belecver faith, I beleeve 1am righteous, 
Hpore God,not becaule I feel it fo in my felt,but be- 
{fe God faith Jam foin his Sonne, {6 thatyou are 
IL: juftified before you beleeves nor then only,when 
have performed many holy duties,burat the firft 
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‘inftant of your clofing with Chrift, you are then to 
fee it,ahd by Faithto admire Gods rich grate for it. |! 
Whatristhe extent of thisfentence? 
The defcription faith , thae Chrifts fatisfa ion 
thusapplyed, the Father doth two things, ‘ 
| 1, Heabfolyes them from allguiltand condemna-\ 
tion of fin, fo that in this fente, he fees no'sniquity im) 
acob; chaftifementsthey may now haye after jufti-} 
fication, but no punifhments; croffles, nor nein | 
fachas deftroy their fins, no punillaments todeftroy 
their foules : hence thofe phrafes in Scripture, fcat=" 
tering fins as a mi/t, blotting them out, remembring | 
the mno more, fetting them as far as E aft ts frone the’ 
Weft s for Chrift being made fin for his people, and’ 
this being imputed, he abolihing all fin,by owe offer=" 
ing, Heb. to. hence all are forgiven; and hence 1t is! 
thatthere can be no fuit in Law againft a finner,,the 
Law being fatisfyed, and the finner abfolyed ; nay’ 
hence fin is condemned,and the finner fpated, Rom 
8,3, as Chritt dyed for us, fo he was acquitted for ns! 
and we in him ; wee in himinredemption, wee br} 
him inaétuall faith and application, “Whether al} 
fins, paft,prefent, and to come,are actually forgivet' 
at the firft inftant of beleeving, I willnot, dare nd 
| determine ; this is fafeto fay, 1. That the fentenc’ 
J of pardon of all thy fins, is atan inftant, Ro.8.1. bt! 
not the fenfe nor execution of pardon: actual fentenc’ 
of pardon,notactual application of pardon, til they B' 
actually commuted, Col. 2.13.47. cb,9,12, Heb, 1c 
1,2, Rom.3.2 re There isa pardon of courfe (for: 
fay) for fins of infirmities,J fay there is alfo a parde’ 
of courfe for fins of wilfulneffe, all manner of fin’ 
but rot fenfe of pardon alwayes, Heaccepts & aé 
counts us perfectly righteous, Rom, 4. 3: Faith | 
accounted for r eghteoufuelfe,not theact of Faith; :! 


the Atmintans would, but the object of it appreher| 


: y 


iN 
f 
N 
: 
t 
; 


! 


ee T he Soune Beleever, - 


. 17. The Lord accounts ts as, 


gpreachof it; Whocanlay any thing to the charge of 
ipods elect, whom God hath ju/teped 2 faiththe A- 
poftle,Ro,8. Satan may an{wer, Yes, J can, ‘for the | 
W-aw faith, The foul that fins muft dye + Chrift an{- 
Havers, but I have dyed for-him, & {atisfied the hemoft 
Pecching to juftice in that point: True,tnay Satan fay, 
Wiere is fatisfaction fer the offence, butthe Law mult 
Me keptalfo; the Lord Chrift anfwers, I am the'end 
ifthe Law forrighteoufheffe,I am perfect holy and } 
iighteous, not for ny felf, (for | am a common per- |. 
pn) but forthis poor finner who in himfelfe is excee- 
ingly and wholly pollated » and hence the Lord co- 
weersfins, aswellas pardons fins; cloathes us with 
i-brifk, as well asremits fin for Chrifts fake; and as 
gre ace accounted finners by: imputationof Adams 
: | -gall unrighteoufnefle,-fo.are we accounted rightc- 
gus. by che fecond Aams legall righteoufnefle, and 
pgpat unto-eternal life, Rom.5,17.18, Thus you fee 
(oe zature, now the Lord opens your eyes to fee the 
d Jory of this priviledge ; ibe that never felt the heavy 
f pad of fin, the terrors ofa diftrefled con{cienceari- 
ug, fromthe fenfe of an angry God, cannot prize 
nis priviledg ; butifyou haye, you cannot but fay as 
iedidy Ob blef[ed are'they whofe iniquities are for- 
Wl erjand whofe fin ws covered; and again, Bleffed zs 
yee wan to whonet he Lordimputes ns fin :Pfal. 32, 
2. The Lord pity us; how many be there in thefe 
\dmes,that knowrhere is no jultification but by chrifts 
Wa chteoufnedle, & yet efteem itnot ? let metherefore 
five you one glimpfe of the glory of it inthefe parti- 
Bulars, ¥. Thisisthe righteou {nes by which a /raner 
# righteous : che law fhewes you how aman may be 
wpeziteous, but there isnot the leaft atte of the Law, 
| P 3 which{hews'. 
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{hewesyou how a fiz#er may become righteous, thil| 
{never could have entered into the thoughtsof Angell 
how this could be; it is crofle ta fenfe & reafon, for 4) 
manaccurfed and finfull.in bimfelf, to be ar ehat ver 
time blefled & righteous in another; to fay, Lord de 
part from mefor l ama finfal man, Luks §.8.«is thi 
Voice of natural confcience awalened, notonly.coni 
cerning God out of Chrift, bur even when God ar : 
1 


pearesin ‘Chrift as he.didthento Peter; :buethatt 
Lord thould become out righteeufneffe, when we 
think nofanners like ourfelves no cafes;noafnicti 
ons, no defettions like ours, who can beleeye this! 
| yetchusicis; the very {cope of the fourth Chapter ti 
the Romanes, isnotte fhew how a juft man may bi 
made righteous, but how a/izver may ; out own du‘ 
ties, works,6¢ reformation, may makeusat the bei 
but lefke-finfull, but thisrighteoufnefs makes a finn¢ 
finleffe. } 2, By thisa finneris righteons:before thy 
judgement fearof God s:what man thathathawak« 
nings of confcience, buettembles exceedingly whel 
| he confidersthe judgemencfeae of Godj-and of hi 
| ftrictaccount there; but by this wee canlook up’ 

the face of the Judgehimfeife with boldneffe, it i 
God that juftifies, who \hall condemn? Roms8. 37 
Can Chrift condemn ? he isour Advocates Can f: 
condemn ? why did Chrift die & wasmmade finther | 
can Satan condemn, if God himfelf juftifie us? iftt: 
Judge acquitsus, whateamthe Iaylor doe? scan th 
Law condemn ? no, the Lord. Chrift hath -fulfilled: 
forus. tothe utmoft; Oh the {tings that many ‘havi! 
_|faying; what fhall 1 do when die-& go down toth 
_{duft 2 may notthe Lord have fomething again{t m 
| |acche day of reckoning that I never faw,nor:gotcai 
celled? Opoor creatures ! is Chriftnow before Ga 
without {pot ? hath he cleared all reckonings? veri! 
ashe is betore him;fo are you,through thatrighteor 

nes Which isin him for you, I 
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fruit ofthe Spiric of grace, isa blotted, ftained righte- 
onfheffe, very imperfect andlittle; buc by: this, the 
h@faithot David, Peter, Paul, was not more precious 
ngchen thine is,becaufe thou hatt the fame rightcoulnes 
asthey had, 2 Pet. &, 2. VWhatfincere foul bur c- 
bey of perfect holineffe more then of heaven it 
elfe ?. Oh confider thou haftic (in thisfenfe [ now 


th 


ve 
tiafpeakeof,) inthe Lord Jetus. By thisyouhave con- 


is&tinual righteoufnefle; what doeftthou complaine of 


@daily.2 is ic not becaufe thou feeleft new fins, or the 
baamefins confefled;&lamented,and in part fubdued? 
{dhay fome to thy feeling wholly fubdued; but they re~ 
x@urnupon thee again, & the fpringsin the. bottom fill 
by foulagain,chat chou art weary ofthy felfand lite. 
10 buciremember,this is not a cilterne,but a fountain 
pened, Zach.t 3,1. tox thee to wath in; as fine a- 
pounds, {o grace inthis gift of righteoufuels abouxds 
muchamore; the Lord hath changes of garments for 
ph hee $ Zache 30 1.263.4.5.6»7. by means of which, 
A here thall never enterinto the Lords heart, one hard 
# nought coward thee of cafting thee off, or of taking, 
eyenge, upon any new.occafion ot fallunto fin, 
id By this. you have erernall righbteoufnedle, chat ne- 
igre can be loft ; ifthe Lord fhould maketheeas per- 


idoetly righteous as once ed dave was, or Angels in’ 


dibeavenare,& put omthy royall apparellagaine,thou 

watt indanger of lofing this, & ot being (tripe naked 

gain ; bur now the Lord hath put your rightcoufnes 
infaco.a {afer hand whichnever fhal be loft, He0,6.12. 
aiamc9 .24. By this you pleafe Ged, andate more 
3d mniable be! ore him,then if you had itin your fel Do 
jgot {ay this ts. a poor righteoufnels, which isthus out 
wip thy felfin another; why.do you think righteoutnets 


| 
| 
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if Bythisyou have perfect righteoulnefle,as pertect- | 
y. righteous,as Chrift the right 60 #5; 1 Lob 2.1.2, 8 | 
3a7e Allyour owne righteoufnefle though it be the | 
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in your felf would be beft 2 {s it not becaufe hereby 
you think you fhall pleafe God ? Suppofe thou hadft | 
it,yetthy righteoufnes {hould be'atthe beft but nrans }) 
righteoufneffe,but thisis called rhe righteoufneffe of ) 
God, which cannot but be more pleafingtohim, ther 

thatin thy felt, Cor.4.20, what is Angelicall righte=) 
oufneffe tothe righteoufncs of God ? tis buta glow—"1j 
worm beforethe Suns the {mell of Efax’s garments, |) 
the robes of this righteoufnes of the Son of God, are: 
ofa fweeter odour then thine can be or ever fhiall ‘be, j 

Eph.5.1.2 Tis faid, By faith Abel,Enoch, pe, plea- 
fedGod : their perfons were finfull, their owne ditties | 
were weake; yet by Faith ‘in chis they pleafed God 21 

thou thinke{t when thon goeft to Prayer, if I had no 
fin, but perfect holineffe in mee ,. furely God would ; 
heare me, I tell you when you bring this offering of! 
Chrifts righteoutneffe,the Lord had rather have that," 
then all you'can dog, you bring that which plealeths 
him more, then if you brought your owne, For asker 
\ thy ownecn{eience if it be poffible for the righteouf- 
neffe that is done by thy felfe to be more pleafing to) 
God, then the righteoufhefs of che Sonne of God, thet 
Lordof Glory himfelf} done and perfected for'thee, 
9. By this you glorifie God exceedingly as .4-| 
braham beleeved,Rom.4, and gave glory untoGod, 
Ia the Lord {hall all the feed of Ifrael be jujtified, 
Lelie tod sat 


and {hall glory, Efay45.25.-Fot, Pa) 
1. By this you glorifie him 'perfe Gly in an inftant,: 
for you continue to doe allthat the Law requiresthaty 
inftane you beleeye. The Apoftle propounds the 
Queftion, Rom. 3.21. Whethera Chriftian by fast h 
doth make void the Law? No, faiththe Apoftle,bux 
we elbablifhthe Lav, How isthat ? Parews thewey 
three wayes: One isthis,becaule that perfect righte.: 
oufneffe which the Law requires ofus, we perform j/ 
in Chrift,by faith. So that in one inftantthou continy 
; eff 


- 
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eftto doe all thac the Law requires, and hence arifeth 
theimpoffibiliry of a true Beleevers Apoftafie, as 
Hj from one principall caufe : They thatdeny {arisfa ct. 
y on by Chrifts doing of the Law, becaufe by our own 
workesand doings wee cannot be justified before 
God, may as well deny farisfation by Chrifts {a 
ferings, becaufe by our own fufferings we can net be: 
Juttified ;: our obedience to the Law in way of fuf- 
y cting, is as truly the works ofthe Laws as ourebe- 
ll dience in way of doing,’ ! ees 
2. By this you glorifie Gods juftice; whatever 
| Juftice requires to bee done or fisftered, you give it 
unto Ged, by Faithin Chrift, | 
|. 3. By this you glorifie grace and mercy, Eph, 1.7, 
for by this means mercy may over-abound toward 
you, and you may triumph init as {ure and certainto 
you, Whata blefled myftery is this ! ‘Doth it not 
till grieve you that yeu cannot glorify God in your times 
kj and places? Behold the way, if thou canf nordoe it 
Lf by obedience, thou maift by faich : & thereby make 
rettitution of all Godsgloryloftand ftoln from. him 
by thy difobedience tohim, By this you have peace 
Jin your confciences : by this, Chrifts blood is {prink- 
led uponthem, and that cooles the burning torments 
ofthem, Ro, 5.1. The commers unto the Levitical 
facrifices and wafhings , (types of this offering of 
)}Chrift)could notthereby be perfected & be without 
4 che guilty confcience of fin : none of your duties can 
pacity confeience,butas they carry you hither to this 
righteoufneffe, bucthe commiersto this haye no more 
terrorsof con{cience for fin,1 mean they hayeno jufl 
cante tohave any ; this Xaéz-bow appearing over 
4 your heads, isa certaine figne of fair weather, & char 
J there {hal beno more deluge of wrathtooverwhelm 
ag chee. By thisall miferiesare removed : when thy {103 
ing are pardoned, there isfomething like death,& petty 
MY afc 


\ 
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and fickneffe, buethey are not  it’slaid, Z/z.33,ult* |) 
There [hall benone fick among them;why to? be=|) 
caufethey (ball be for geven their imsquaties : Tis no |) 
Gcknefle ina manner, no forrew, noafflistion, ifthe {/ 
venome,fting, & curfe be taken away by pardon of! 
fin; thy ficknefle, forrow, loffes, death ittelfeisbet-| ! 
ter now then health, joy, abundance, life; you may \ 
here fee death, hell, grave, [wallowed up ta vittory, || 

and now tread uponthe necks ‘of them, 1 Cor. 1 5. 
() 

i 


You may {ee life in death, heaven in the'deepeft hell, ' 
glory infhame - whea thou feeftall thy finnes done 
away inthe blood of Chrift Jefiis, This is the blef- 
{cdnef{e of all you poore beleevers and commets to 
the Lord Jefiss: what fhould youdoebutbeleeve it, | 
and rejoyce init ? If the wicked that apply this righ- i 
teoufnefle prefum ptuoufly fay, Let ustin that grace 
may abound, and makeno other ufe of forgivenefle," 
but to run in debr,& fin with a licenfe Why fhould 
not you fay, onthe ether fide; Let me beleeve and | 
ownemy portion inthis righteoufnefle, ‘thatas my : 
finshave abounded, fo my love may abound ; asmy ' 
finshave been exceeding great, fo the Lord may be | 
exceeding fweet; as my fins continne and encreafe, 
fo my thankfulneffe, glory in God, triumph over : 
death, grave,fins, through Chrift,may alfoencreafe; 
as you fee righteoufneffe in Chrift for ever yours, fo. 
you may from thence expect from him fiich a righ=/' 
teoufnefte as may make you righteous alfo as hee is 
righteous. Tremble thou hard-hearted impenicent! 
wretch, that didft never yet come to Chrift, ‘gor feel 
thy need of him, or prize his blood ; this is none of! 
thy portion, all chy finnes are yetupon thee,and fhall’ 
one day meet thee in'the day of the Lords fierce’ 
wrath; when he fhallappeareas aneverlatting bur-' 
ning before chineeyes, and thou ftand guilty before’ 


himas chaffe and ftubble. 
Sect.2,. 
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sy Secondly, Reccneiliation. 
Thisis the fecond benefit whichin erder of nature 
follows our Iuftification although fomeime in a large 
fenfe itiscaken for the whole work of luftification, 

Mi ftri Ctly taken, it follovges ic, Rom, 561. Being juftified 
yi 27 (atth,wehave peace with God, t,e; not only peace 
from Godin our conftiences, but peacew#h God in 

J our reconcilement to him and hisfayour coward ust 
Being uftsfied,we (hall be faved fromwrath, ice. not 
fg onely che outward fruits of wrath, but wrath from 
-y whence:thofecome; Chrz/t is firft King of righte- 
og 4/veffe, chen Keng of Peace, Heb, 7, 2. forisnot fin 
, che caufe of Gods anger? muft not finne therefore be 
§ Acft removed in our juftification;before we can have 

i Godsangerallayed in our reconciliation? fo thatas 
ol in our jultifieation theLerd accounts us juf,(o in our 
q reconciliation (him (elf being at peace with us )he ac- 
{counts usfriends;indced our meritorious reconciliati- 
on is by: Chriftsdeath;as the Kings fonywho procures 
his fathers favour‘toward a Malefaétor, who yet lies 
in cold irons & knows itnot; and this is before our 
juftification or being, Row,5.9, but actually & effi- 
¢acious reconciliation, whereby we come tothe fiui- 


i rrell, and fir{t recouciles 
| eee God 
| a aero ene oe et et ee 
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God to man, and man to God, im himfelfe, in Reo 
demaption, and after this reconciles God and man | \y 
himfelfe in (or immediately upon)our juftification. }}} 
This Reconciliation confiftsin two things chiefly. }}j 
1, In our peace with God, whereby the Lord 
layesby all asts of hoftilicy again{tus, Rom.§. 1 | 
2, In love and favour of God, I'doe not meane || 
Godslove of good will, for this is in Election, but}) 
his loye of complacencte and delight, forrillwee aee} || 
juftified, the Lord behaves. himfelfe as an enemy |} 
and f{tranger te us whoare polluted beforehim, but }y 
then he begins thus to loveus, 1 John 4.10.16, Col.) 
1, 21422, A Gardiner may intend tocurnea Crab-|) 
tree {tock into an A pple-tree, his intention doth not | 
alter the nature of it, untill it aétually beengeaficd }; 
upon : fowee are by nature the chilaren of wrath, | 
Eph. 1. 3. The intention of God the Father, or his} 
love of good will doth not make us children of favour || 
and Sons ef peace, untill the Lord aCtually eall us to | 
and ingraffe us into Chrift, and thenas Chrift is the }) 
delight. of God ; fo weein him are loved with the |: 
{ame love of delight. Peaee with God and love of 
God are of ditterent degrees of our reconciliation : }j 
A Prince isat peace or ceafeth warre againft a rebell,}| 
yet he may not bring the Bebell before him, into his} 
bofome of {peciall favour; delight,and love; ‘but the}: 
Lord doth both, towards us enemies , firangers, Re- 
bells; devils, in our reconciliation with him, | 
Oh confider what a blefled eftare this:1s:to be at} 
peace with God « It-wasthe title of honour, the Lord}: 
| pnrupon Abraham to be the friend of Gad, Na, 41.) 
18. [am notableto exprehie whata priviledge this is,\ 
tis better felr then fpokenof; asAofes faid-Pfal.60.| 
Who knows the greatnefs of his wrath; So \may fay, 
who knowesthe greatneffe of this favour arid love? 
te That God fhou'd be pacified withthee after an-) 
; | a 


a 
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ger, this is exceeding ee Tfas¥ 2,142, Whatis) 
man thatthe Lord fhould vifit him, orlookeupon 
him, though he neverhad finned? but tolookeupon 
thee, nay toloyethee, after provocation of fin, after 
Bi {uch wrath, which like fire hath confurmed thoufand | 
Hi choufands, and burnt down the bottome of hell, and 
is now and ever fhall bee burning upon them ; Oh 
§ blefled are they that finde this favour ! ! 
2, Thatthe Lord fhould be pacified wholly and 
thorowly, that there fhould be no anger left for you 
tofeel. The poore afflicted Church might object a- 
-gainit thofe {weet promifes made here, //4. 27.1.2, 
3. that fheleftnoloye You are miftaken, faith the 
Lord, Fury ts not in me,ver. 4, Indeed againtt bry- 
ars and thorns, and obftinate {inners that prick & cut 


7 
Z 


mee to the yery heart by their impenitency, I haye, 
but none peang you : Out of Chrift, God 2 a con- 


| fuming fire, but in Chrift he is nothing elfe but dove, 


1 10h.4,16, & thoughthere may be fatherly frowns, 

§ chaftifements, reproofs,and rods, though he may for 

elf a time hide his face, {hur out thy prayers, deferre to 

fi fulfill promifes,&c, yet all thefe are out of pure love 

si cochee,and thou fhalt fee it, and feel it fo in thy latter 
end, Heb,12,8.9, Never did David love fonathan\ 

sf (whofe love exceeded): as the Lord loves thee from 

his very heart, now thouart in Chrift by faith. 

_ 3. Thatthe Lordfhalbe pacified eternally never to 

caftthee off apain for any fins or miferies thou falleft 

into, thisis wonderfull ; Thofe whom men love they 

| forfake, iftheir love be abufed ; or if their friends be 

in affliction, they then bidchem good night ; but the 

Lords love & fayoriseverlafting,//2.9.7. The moun- 

tains may depart out of their places, & the hills caft 
down to valleys, but the Lords kindueffe never (hall, 

yy vevercan; He hath hid his face a little moment, | { (a, 45. 

Hf whiles chou didft live in thy fin and unbeleef,but di 10, 
} - with? - 
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with everlafting mercy he will embrace thee; Nay ay 
‘whichismore, ¢he abounding of thy fia is nowthe | 
| occafion of the abounding of his grace, Ro. $.20. thy | 
very wants & miferiesare the very caufes othis bows||' 
‘els andtender mercies, Heb, 4.15.16, Ohwhata 
| priviledge is this ? Didthe Lord ever fhew mercy] 
and fayour to the Angels that finned? Did not one fin}}} 
caft' them out of fayourutterly ? Oh infinite grace,}/) 
chat fo many thoufand thoufands every day gufhing} 
out of thy heart againtt kindneffe ane ey cbeiky the] 
\ctearctt, deareft love of God, flhould not incente hisl 
foreft difpleafure again{t thee ! the Lord that powred | 
out allhisanger upon his own Son forthee, and for 
all thy fins, cannot now powr out, nay hee hath not 
one drop left (though he would) to powre outupon 
chee for any-one finne. © se Sab ae 
| 4, Thatthe Lord fhould bethus pacified with e- 
nemies; atnan may beeatily pacified with one that f 
offends him a litele, but with an enemy that firikesat 
his life, (as by'every finyou'dee) this is wonderfull.) 
etthisisthecafe here, Rom. 5.7.8, ELE. 
5, Thatthe Lord fhould be pacified, even withe- | 
nemies, by fucha wonderfull way asthe blood of Ie- 
fus Chrilt, Rom, 5-7-8, thisis fuch love,as one would |" 
\ think the infinite wildome ofa bleffed God could | 
have devifed no greater >» by this (v.6.) he cammen- 
ded and {et our bas love which though now it grow a 
ftale and common thing inourdayes, yetthis isthat 
which is enough to burftthe heartwith aftonifhinent 
and amazement , tothinkethdt the party offended, [ 
(who therefore had no caule to feeke peace withusae| 
aine)fhould find outfachaway of peaceasthisis ; 
AVoe tothe world thatdefpifethis peace, enh’ 
6. That being thus pacified, you may come into 
Gods prefence with boldneffe at any time; andaske} 
wharyou will: I wonder: what he can apd 
: € 
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he loves you, Rom, 5. 2+ and whichis yet more, that | 
now all creaturesare at peace withyou,[ob.§,23, as\ 
when the Capraine of the Army is pacifyed, none of 
Blois fouldiers mufthurc or {trike that man; nay, that 
Biereby all your enemies{hould be forced todo good 
po you ;Ob death where ws now thy fling 2: 
_ [have oftwondered, if Chrift hath borne all our 
Siferies and fuffered death for us, why thenfhould | 
We feel any miferies or fee death any more ? and I 
a-ould never fatisfie my owne heart by any an{wers| 
@eiven, better then by this,véz. that ifthe Lord fhould 
1p bolifh the very being of our miferies,they fhould in- 
Reed then dousno hurt; but neither could they chen 
Hee usany good : for if they werenotatall, how 
Pould they doe us good ? nowthe Lord Jefus hath 
made fucha peace tor us;as that ourenemies {hal not 
only not hurt us, bur they fhall be forced (himfelfor= 
dering of chem) te doe much good unto us; all your 
wants {hall but make you pray the more, all your 
orrowes fhall but humble youthe more, all your 
-em ptations {hall but exercife your gracesthe more; 
plly our {piricuall defertions fhall but make you Jong 
_|or beayen,and to be with Chrift the more : itis now 
part of your portion, not only tohave Paul,and A- 
ollos and world, but death it felfe, to do you geod $ 
OhLord what bleffed eftateisthis; which, though 
choufands living under the Gofpell of peace heare of, 
yet they regard not; they can ftrain their con{ciences 
in areftlefie purfuit of the favour of men,and in {eek- 
i/ing Worldly peace; yet to this day (though born ene- 
_|senies to God) never fpent one day, it may be notone 
oure, in mourning after che Lord for fayour from 
him, norcare not for it, unleffe it beupon their own 
-earms, vx, that God would be at peace with them, | 
butthey may ftill remain quictly in their fins & war 
againit God; & thenceit is,chat the Lord will fhort- 
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ly takeaway peace from the whole earth, and plague} | 
the world.with war and blood-fhed :asit isin 24¢h, 


‘ 
« 


11,6, Deliver every mantntothe hard of his neigh-\ |, 
bour, andinto the hand of his King, and they {pall} || 
fmitethe Laxd ; even for this vety caufe, for defpil-} || 
ing the peace & reconciliation with God, you raight} | 
and fhould have accepted in the Gofpel of peace, . J} 
Poedi rises cig S Bad Abies tities Gan 

a 2 Thirdly, eAAdoption L Sg 3. 

Thisis the third benefit, which in order of nature 

followés our reconciliation, whereby the Lord ac- |} 
counts us Sons,arid gives us the Spirit and priviledge }}, 
of Sons: for in order,we muft be firlt beloved before}, 
we can be loved fo asto be accounted Sons, § /0/.3. | 
1,2. for the Lord of unjuftco account us ja/f in our’ | 
juttification is much; but forthe Lord toaccount us } | 
hereby as friends, this is more - but co account us |, 
Sonsallo, this is a higher degree and a,farther privi- |) 
ledge; and hence, our Adoption followes our Faith 
Ioh.t.12.Gal.3.26. and if Adoption, thenthe Spi-} 
ritof Adoption much lefle doth not precede Baith,by |, 
Chrifts active obedience(our Divinesfay) we have}, 
rightunto life; by Adoption wehavea farther right; |, 
the one deftroyes not the other ; fora man may have), 
righcunto the fame ching upon fundry grounds ; we} 
know there are tyyo forts of Sons :_ 1. Some by na-|, 
ture, borne of our own bodies, and thus wee are not |; 
Sons of God, burchildrea of Wrath, 2. Some by} 
Adoption which are taken out of another family, & } 
occounted freely ofusas our Sons; and thus Ado/es |, 
was fora time the Sonof Péaraohs daughter, And} 
ofthis Son-fhip by Adoption I now {peak, the Lord } 
taking ts our of the farnily of hell to be his Adopted 
Sons, Chrift is Gods Son by eternal generation, 4- , 
dam by Creation; all beleevers are Sons of Adoption, | 
Now Adoption is two-fold, a : 
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1, Externall, whereby the Lord takesa people byy. 
Dutward covenant and difpentation to be his Sons; 
and thus all che jewes were Gods fir/t-borze,Exod, 
}.22, aad unto them did belong the Adoptien,Rom. 
4. 5+ And hence their children were accounted 
ons, as Wells Saints,and holy : 1 Cor.7,14.Exech, 
[i 6.20, 21, but many fall from this Adoption, as the 
iN cwesdid,© > 
W 2. Incernall; whereby the Lord out of everlafting 
Bove, to particular perfons in {peciall, hee takesthem 
‘Ppt of the family of Satan, and by internall love and 
pecial accountreckons them in the number of Sons; 
Wanakes then indced Sos, as wellas callsthem fo: /- 
lieac by {pccial promife was accounted for the feed, 
00.9 8, & ofthis we now {peak. Now this is double. 
‘1. Adoption begun, 1 Jeh, 3.1.2, now weare the] 
ii ons of God, To which of us, (though Sonsindeed) 
“ict che Lord beHaves himfelf toward them for fome 
me, and for {peciall reafons, as tinto fervasts, ex-|. 
‘cifing them with many fears, Gal. 4.1.2, fome f{pi- 
ts willnot be the better for the love of their Father, 
‘dt worle ; and therefore the Lord keeps a hard hand 
iver them : to others,the Lord behaves himlelf with 
nore {peciallretpect, in making them cry with more 
pldnefle, 46a Father,Rom,8.1 5.16, who willbe 
‘Pore eafily overcome, and bent to his willby love. 
/2.Adoption perfected, when we fhall réceive all 
e priviledges of fons; not one excepted, Row.8.23. 
here we are faid towait for our Adoption, the Re- 
ppl ton of our bodies s By the firlt we aré fons, but 
Wpticene nor Known fuch, t fobs 3.1%. 2, By the fe- 
pnd, we fhall be known before all che world tobe} 
ch: weenow Ipeake principally of Adoption be- 
at}, whereby we are Sons in Gods account, and by 
all reception of the Spirit of Sons ; the manner o 
His Adoption isthus, ela tad 
il zt, God 
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—g, God loves Jefis Chrift with an unipeakable 
“Jove, as his only Son,andas ourelder brother. | 


i 


1 
) 


~ 7 


2, Hence when we.are in Chrift hisSon, he loves} 

us with the {amelove, ashe doth his own.Son. » i 

2. Hencethe Lord accounts Us fons, Ephef, 1.5, 6. 

~ Gods love is nornow.toward usas to ed dam 

his Son by creation, vé=. immediately diffufed) 

cae it nee uponus; bur in loying his owne Son immedi 
 ately,hencehe lovesus,and hence adopts us, and: 
'-accountsuschildiens, «3.0% ote) ay oe, See 

‘Ohthat the Lord would open our eyes to fee this) 

pliviledge; Behold st,laith J ohn, 1 Lobe 3.1. tang) 

_ | amazed acit, that children of wrath fhould beco nt 

_ |the Sons of the mofthigh God; for a beggar on che 

| dunghill, a vagabond, tunnagate from God,a prodil 

gall, a (tranger to God, whom the Lord had nocaut) 

to think on, to be madea)Son of God Almighty. i 

If Sons, thenthe Lorddoth prize: and efteem yot 

as Sons Ifa maw hath twenty fons, he efteerses th | 

| pooreft, leaft, fick child hee hath, aiore then all bi: 
| eoodsand feryants, unleffehe be an unnatural jacher 
I tell youthatthe leaftof you, the pooreftand mot) 
feeble beleever, is accounted of God,, and more @: 
fteemed then all hishoufhold ftuffe.- then heaver 
earth, and all the glory in ir,and all che Kings & gree 

men inthe world : /(2. 43.4.5.6, not becauletho: 

haft done any thing worthy ofthis, butonely becaut: 

| he accountsthee freely ashisSonne.. | 

Tf fons, then the Lord turely willtake care for yo: 

B for fons; a godly father hatha double care of hi 


children, Firft, of their. cemporall;, Secondly, .an: 

chiefly of their eternalleftate ; we areready toque: 

; {tion intimes of want, what we fhall eat, drink, hoy 

We fhalllive; Qhconfider, art thoua Son of Gor 

|and willnot he that feeds the Ravens, and clot 

vag 4 the Lilies, proyidefor thee ? Yesverily, he will tah 
\ A253 “eo ‘ ye: OF Re Cc 
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care for thy temporall good. Itis true; you may bee 
brought into outward ftraits, wants, miléries, yet 
then the Lord is thereby plotting for thy eternal good,| 
forhence come all Gods correGions, Dent, 8.5,| 
fy £2c0,12.8. the Lordtook allthey had tromthem by.| 
Wy their ene mies in warre, and carryed them away Caps 
Gi tive intoa ftrange Land, yet /er. 24, 5. this was for 
I their good ; we think the Lord many timestakes.no | 
qcate for us, and fo make him of a worfé nature then 
| te avage beatts,or bloodymen tc ward their young, | 
pour this 1s certain, hee never denies any thing to usin 
outward things, bucit is to further our eternall bliffe 
#q"sith him, to doe us good in our Jatterend : what fay 
ime Cdly parents ? itisno.matter what becomesot my 
iW-hildren, when I am:dead, if che Lord would bur 
lu ive chem himfelfe to be their portion; if at Jaft they 
nay tee the Lordinglory : doe not. wonder then if 
dhe Lord keepes you fhortfometimes, scat 
i If Sons, then he loyes you as Sons,as.a father doth 
ifs fons; you thinke the Lord loves you not, becaule 
grou doc not alway feele his love, nor know his loye ; 
i thy fon not thy childe, becaufe whiles itis young, it}. 
: : nowesnot the father that begot it,.or becaule thou 
gt fometime departed from it, and haft ic nocalway 
am thine own arms ? Lfrael [aith, Aly God hath for- 
Marken me and forgotten me, Ifai49.14. and yetno 
ulgpocher tendersher childe, as the Lord did ihem; you 
| inke becanfe you have fo many.finsand afflictions 
2¢ Upon another,thartheLord loves you not : judge 
Wehteoufly, hath chy child no father becaufe it isfick 
pg together, and therefore ke pt under.uinto a {pare 
}et? noy he knowes our mould, andthat we are but 
Bt, and freely chofesus tobe his $ons, and hence 
gees notwithftanding allour fins: Pfa. 89, 32.3 3+) 
he fees EpLraim bemoaning his fiubborneffe, as | 
tell as his ficknels, Pe MEPIS Ler, 3%.29edoth pan | 
| eR oe the! 
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5 | the Lord profefle, Ls he not my only Sonne? i 
TE Soms,chen we are hetrs.and cc-heirs with C briffs\\\ 
faiththe A poltle, Rom.8.17. fons by nature are not | |i 
‘alway hcires, bueall lors by Adoptionare : wee are] | 
-|'heires with Chiift, the Lord Chriftas our elder brom | 
ther managing all our eftace for us,b:caufe unable to} 
do ix our {elves weare hetres, 1, of the Kingdome of \\ 
glory, t Pet.t.4.§. Heires of allthis vilible world, 1 
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‘Cor,3,22. notthatwe have the whole world in - 
own hand/it would be toocumberfome to us to m 


inage,) buethe Lord gives us the rentof it, the bleifi ng hi 
-& good of it,though it be poffeffed by others, 3.Wel: 


\are heres of thepromife s Heb.11.9. Heb. 6, 1J- 
iwhereby Jehovah’ himfelfe comes tobe our inher if 
‘taince & portion for ever; and look as Chrift was in;) 
the worldan héireof all, though trod underfoot byji 
all. fo are we: ‘what can wee defire more ? If Sons, 
-\chen we have, andfhallever have the {pisit of Sons, 

‘Rbm.8.1.5.16. & whatare we the better for this Spi-" 
\ rie ? truly hereby, Firft wecty unto him, weare ena 
‘bledto pray who could not pray before, becaufe euilt: 
opt our mouthes,’ Secondly, we cry 4bbaP at her y\ 
cand this Spirit witneffeth that wé are fons of this Fa- 
cher: itis not {aid that icwitneffech?o our {pirits,but 
edlucrpe”, itwitnefferh wz hour fpirits, #, our re-i 
newed contcience, thus; All beleevers called and jus: 
‘flificd of Godate Sons, but any fuch a beleever, 
‘therefore I ami a Son; how the Spirit beares witnefle 
| withts in every patt,both premifes and conclufion: 
only it being the cleareft and ftrongeft witnefle, itte.’ 
ftifies the famething our con{ciencesdo, but yet mori 
clearly, more certainly, more comfortably & {weet 
“ily, raviflting the foul with moltunfpeakeable peaci, 
&& joy, efpecially intheconclufion, I know theres 
'd Noet ick teftimony, but iris laftly refolved into this 
Tle hot now difpure it, only thisiscertaine ; “that. chi, 
teftimony allthe Sens of God have by means of the}: 
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their Adoption, They may notindeed fomtime heat 
ts ifthey do,they may object agaiuft ic through the 
tinbeleef in part remaining inthem; orif it be tomes 
limes fufpended, what you want in the witneffeand 
g-omfort of it, you haye it iu the holineffe.of ic; and 
Bherefore the Spirit fealing is called the holy Spirit,| 
1 ?.4.30. t Pet,1, 6,7.8.and is not this a great pri-| 
Wiledge ? Thirdly, hereby you are led and gujded,and} Rom, 8, 
What continually toward yourlaftend. Foras if e4-| : 
jam had {tood, hee fhould have had the Spirit of 
Hod, this very Spiritto have kept himandall his po-| 
| terity from talling ac any timetrom God, fo Chrift 
Waving {tood for us, juftified us before God ; 
he mminutable conftant affiftance of the Spirit in A- 
i \@option, which though i¢dothnot alway quicken us, 
a.or Comfort us, nor affure us, 8c. yet it is every mo-} 
Wwanent.guiding and feading of us unto our utmost end, | 
a corn herice itis, thatthe fame fins which harden.o- 
goers, aciaft humbleus,che fame temptations bywhich 
thers fall & perifh, ferveatlaftto purity us; hence 
lurdecay ingraceleadsus to growth at laft, hence 
urfears & doubrsferye toeftablifh atlaft,hence our | 
vavildrings from God, foratime, make us efteeme 
ugnore of the prefence & waysof God atlaft; becaufe 
is Spirit of Adoption isthat by which we are led,& 
iponttantly affitted & carryed coward our latter end ; 
Dh mourn thou that artas yet no Son, bura flayeto 
acan,8¢- unto thy filthy lufts >a feryantae beft,work- 
ogg tor wages onely, and feare ofthe whip, who fhalt 
Wot only abide in Gods houfe as Sons fhall doe + nay 
may be halt hated and reviledthe Sonnes of God’; 
mefhallcome that you fhail wonder at their g!o-| 
ww, whoarenotknownnow.  , , 
SERA 4s: fo 
| Fourthly, Saxthéjicaticn, 
I This isthe Fourth benefit which followes in order 


Mi nacure,our juftifcation,reconciliation,& adoption e 
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ceive the Image of our heavenly Father in Sanctifi- | 
cations becaufe we are under grace. Hence it comes |) 
to pafle chat we arc freed from the rasguing power of | 
(a;Rom.6,1 4, fo that our Sanctification follows our || 
Juftification, and Adoption goes not before it: In/} 
juftification,wehave the love and righteoufhes of the} 
$on; inreconciliation, theloye ofthe Father in AS!) 
doption the love ofa Father 8 prefence of the Spi-/| 
ricaffitting, witnefling ; in Sanctification,the Image’, 
of our Father by the fame fpiric’s and this I conceive, | 
with fubmiffion is the eal of the Spirit mentioned! 
Eph.1.13,thefeal Sealeag is theS piric it felte; the fea 
fealed, confitts firtt in the expreffion of it in Adopti- 
on;fecondly,in the impreffion of it in San¢tification 

and that he only fhal pafle as Current coyne,that h ath 


My 
! 
both thefe ; I know the moftfulland clear expreffion’ 
and teftimony of the Spiric is after all Gods work is 
finifhed in glorification, but the beginning of itis 
here in Adoption, a filler meafure of it in Sancti: 
cation ; Gods Seale is ever fer to-fome promile (ag) 
mens fealesto fome bond, nor to blanks) the Lords 
promife of actual juftification,& reconciliation, per’ 
tains only to men ianctified or called : in Adoptior 
therefore wee receive the Spirit, which lookes bott 
wayes; teftifying either thou fanatified, art juftified’ 
or thou called,art jnftified & reconciled, Ifpeak no’ 
now of external fanctification by outward fhew ane 
profeffion, and common illumination & operatiot' 
of the Spirit poz mex, from which many fall away’ 
Hc$.10,29. bit of internal 8 {peciall ; the nature o 
which, youmay beft conceiyein thefe three degrees 
Lltisthe revewing of a man, Sothatby ita man i: 
morally made a new man,another man; Alchixg: 
are become newt he hath new thoughts,ne w opinion’ 
of things,new defires,new prayers,& praifes,new di 
{pofitions,egencration not differing from it, 2. 1 


| 
| 


B) 2. Ikisa renewing of the whole man, Thef.5,23. 
| foras every parcand taculty of man is cortupt by the 
firft Adam, {othey are renewed by the fecond e4- 
I] dam; notthat weare perfectly renewed in this life 
Wy by Chrift, as we are corrupt by Adams,butin part in 
Mevery faculty, Row.6,19,and from hence arifeth our 
Hi {picicual combat and warfare with fin,yea withall fin; 
itis not becaufe of our fandtification fimply ( for if it 
Hwere perfect, we fhould war and wraftle no more ; ) 
Ji but from the imperfection of it, And this renewaliin 
Hi p2re, isin e very parr, even inthe whole man; and as 
ithe firlt A das propogates finchiefly and radically 
‘Wi inthe foul,efpecially into the heart of man; and from 
‘Wachence it difhileth it felte like leayen into the whole 
lump ofourlives,fo the Lord Jefus chiefly communi- 
cates this renewallinco our hearts,and thence it {wee- 
’ rensour lives; and henceit is called the tnxer man, 
WRom,7,22. Eph, 3.16. Youfeea little holinefle ina 
MChriltian; [tell you, ifhe be ofthe right make, there 
isa kind of infinite endlefsholinefle within him from 
whence it {prings, asthereis a kinde of infinite end- 
Neffe wickednefle in a wicked man, from whence bis 
ws {pring tif arsan be outwardly holy but not with- 
"Hin, he isnot fangtifyed,no more then the painted Se- 
Tpulchres of the proud Pharifees ; if any manfay his 
"fscart isgood, though he makesnofhew in his lite, he 
I peaks notthecruth, ifthe Apoftle may be beleeved, 
nf 10h 21.6, for San tification isa renewall of che 
Awhole man, withinand without; itis not fora man 
Ico have his teeth white, and his congue tipt, and, his 
sanailespared ; No,no, the Lord makes all new where 
“lane comes, | 
J 3, Ic isa renewall unto the Imageof God,or of Ged 
“ign Chrifts anunfan@ified man may be after a fort 
oil renewed inthe whole man,his outward conyerfation 
Admay be fair, his minde may be enlightned, his heart 
ii FPA age R 4 | may 
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4may taffe of the heavenly gift, 8c, Heb. 6.4.5. hee 
may have formof. codbielfe 2 17m.3.56 bee may } |} 
have {trong refolutions within bim unto godlinefles} }: 
Dewt.§, 29. and hence with the five foolifh Virgins} || 

may be received into the fellowfhip of the wile, and })| 
| not difcerned of ther neither, till che gate is fhut; but }| 
| they are never renewed in their whole man after the}\) 
‘| Image of Ged: i, they do not know things, and judge}; 

ofthem as God doth, they doe notlove and will holi=}) 
ne(le and the meansthereto, as God dorh ; rhey hace} 
not fin, as God doth; they donot delight in the whole 
Law of God, it isnot writ in theit hearts,and hence }}| 
| they loveit not as God doth ¢ and this isthe cut of the} 

| thread betweena fanStified & unfanétified Spirit; 
by fanétification a man js renewed unto Gods I- |) 
mage,once loft, but here again reftored ; Eph, 4.24. }) 
lob,1.16, we receive from Chrift grace for grace,as }| 
che feale onthe wax hathtittle for tittle, cothat in the} 
fealeit {elfe, wee are changed into the fame Imageof}, 
Chrift by beholding hit, sn the glafle ofthe Golpel, || 
by Faith; 2Cor. 3.18. 2 delight ix the law of God. 
| inmy inward man, Ro.7.23.and hence a Chriftian }| 
by thelife of fanétification, lives like unto God; at}| 
Ica{t hath a holy difpofition & inclination (the habits 
of holinefle) fo todo; Gal.2,19, Live unto God,he} 
calleth us from darkneffe rato his marvellous light,} 
that we might \hew forth his vertues; andthat this}, 
istrue fanCtification, may thus appear; becaufe our} 
Can¢tification is oppofed to our originall corruption, }, 
as our juftification to our original & contracted guilt}! 
of fiir: now as original corruption is the defacing off, 
Gods Image by contrary difpofitions to fintulnes, fe} 
our {anétification can be nothing elfe butthe remov.-| 
al{ of this pollution, by the contrary habits and difpo-; 
fitions tobe like unto God again: our fanctificanon, 
\is tobe holy, Lev#t.20.7. our holineffe hath na othe, ) 
primary patcerne but Gods holinefle-, fo that ou,' 
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| 
our fanctificationis not the righteoufneffe 8 holinefs : 
inasit isinherent in Chrift, forthat isthe mateer of “ 
flour juftification , and therefore fanciification muft | 
| De that holinefs which is derived unto us from Chriit, 
| whereby we are made like unto him; and thus Chrift 
| as made faxtlification wito us, t Cor.t.30. There 
| fhould be no difference betweeen Chrift our righte-} 
By) onfneffe and fanctify cation, if that holineffe which is 
9) in Chrift fhould be ath unto us, Hence alfo San- 
9) tifycation is not the immediate operation of the 
| Spirit uponus, without created habits of grace abid- 
| ingin us, asthe fpiric thatcame upon Balaam, and 
| mightily affected him for a time, but left him as de- 
| fticute of any grace or change of his hatureaseA thffe 
\-herod on; No, no, itrenews you unto the Imageo 
God himfelf, if youbetruly fandtifyed, And there-}- 
| fore let allthofe dreams of the Familifts, (denying all 
‘anherent graces, but onely thofewhichare in Chrift, 
to bein the Saints) letthem vanifh and perifh from 
| ainder the funne, and the good Lord reduce all fuch 
| who in fimplicity ace mif-led from this bleffed cruth 
| of God. I willnotnow enter into that depth concer- 
| ning the means of our fanctification, in mortificati- 
SMH) on by Chrifts death & yivifycation by the refurrecti- 
i) onof Chrift: chis may fuffice for explication of the 
Hi) nature of ic, Onely fee and for ever prize this pri- 
Wl! viledge, all you bleffed {oules, whom the Lord hath 
juttityed; chou haft many fad complaints, whac is it 
\ tome, if I be juftifyed in Chrift,and be faved atI:ft 
Ma) by Chrift, and my heart remainall this while unholy 
) & un‘ubdued unto the willof Chrift; that he fhould| 
comfort me, and my holy heart be alway grieving of} 
him ; what though the Lord fave me from mifery, 
but faves me not trom my fin; Oh comfider this be- | 
MA) nefit, Icistrue, thou findcft a wofill, fin full nature | 
within thee,crofle & contrary unto holines,& cad 06 
f S , thee | 
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—— ant 


to bleffe thee, in turning thee from 
evidence of thy juftifycation and 


hath) abolifh many places of Sc 


and communion with him,and fo 


is a lyar,t Ioh.2.4s True,might 


ceduntohim; butis this any evi 


thee daily in captivity; yet remember the Lord’hath 
given thee another nature, a new Nature ; there 1s| | 
{omthing elfe within thee, which makesthee wraltle 
apainit{in; & {hal in time prevailoverall fin, AZat 

‘| 12,20. this istheLords grace fanctifyingofthee. O11} || 
be thankfull chat the Lord hath not left thee wholly | |! 
| corrupt, but hath begun to glorifie himfelfin thee, & | |, 


¥, By thisthou hafta moft fyyeetand comfortable} |} 
he thar denyes this, muft (what ever diftinGtions hee} 


the Epiftles of James and ohn, who had todo with 
fome fpirits,that pretended faith andunion to Chrilt, 


this was evidence fufficientto them of their juftifyed) ; 
eftates, What faith James ? Thoufaylt thou haft), 
faith, {hew t me then ; prove it for my part, faich he: |, 
Tle prove by the blefled fruits and works which flow }| 
from it,as_Abrabam manitefted his, fam. 2.1 8.22.1, 
What faith Joh? You talke (faith he) of fellowhip) | 
and communion with C hrift, and yet Ne nol 

is there in your hearts or lives; if you [ay you have} 
feRow (hip with him, andwalke indarkenelje,-we lye 
anddoe not tbe truth; but if you walke tn the light} 
thenalthough your holineffe,and confeifion,and dai-|; 
ly repentance for fin dothnot wath away fin, yet the | 
blood of Chrift doth wafid us, Loh, 16-7. Againe, |; 
you fay youkzow C brat and the love and good will}; 
of Chri# toward you, & that he isthe propitsation for) 
your fins s how doyou know this? faithhe ; He that}, 
faith, I know him, & keep not his commandements 


keeps not the commands of Chrift,haththerby a fire) 
evidence that he knows him net, & that heis not unis) 


e. 


i 


chine iniquities, | 


favour with God} | 


| 


ripture, efpecially 


long as it wasthus, | | 


fome reply he thae) 


dence that wee doe} 
now 
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| dknow him, and that we areunitéd tohim. ifwwondan 


tohim, if weedoe 


_ [keep his commandements? yes yerily, faith the Apo- 
|itle, hereby we know that we know hinz, ifwe keepe 


| [42s commandements, ver, 3, atid again,ver,5, Here- 


| by know wethat we arein him, What can be more 


| 
‘| 
I 


. 


bi | plain? Whara vanity isthisto fay thacthisis running 


upona Covenant of Works ? Js not fanctification the 


| wriling ofthe law tx our hearts, a{peciall benefit of 


the covenant of grace aswell'as juftification? H cb, 


fi) 8. 10,12. and eanthe evidencing then of one benefit 


of fuch'a covenant by another, bea running uponthe 
covenant of works? isita truth contained in the cove- 


| nant of grace, vez. that he that is juftified is alfo fan- 


H 


; 
ia 
: H 


i 
| 


| 


Ctified, 8 hethat is fanctified is alfo juftified 2 And 
is itan erroragain{t grace to fee this truth, thathee 
that is fanctified is certainly juttified; and that there- 
fore he that knows him(eltfanStified,may alfo know 


thereby that hee is juftified ? Tell me hew will you 
know that you are juftified ? Youwill fay , by the 
teftimony ofthe Spitic; and cannot:the fame Spirit 
thine upon your graces,& witneffe that you are fan- 


Ctified as well? ‘x John 4.13.24, 1 Cor,2,12, Can 


the Spirit makethe one clear to you, & not the other? 
Oh beloved it’sa fad thing to heat {ach queftions and 
fuch cold anfwersalfo, that fan @ification poffibly 
I] may bean evidence ; may be ?isnot certain ? Affu- 


redly,todeny itis as bad as to affirm that Gods oyyn 


| promifes of favour are true evidences thereof}& cone 
fequently,thatthey are lies & untruths ; for fearch the 
_ Scripture; confider fadly how many Evangelical) 
}j promifesare made unto feveral graces, i, unto firch 

 perfons asare invefted withthem;you may only take 
ataftefrom Afatth, 5.3.4, &c, where our Saviour 
(who wasno legal] preacher ) pronounceth,& conte- 
4 quently evidenceth bleffednes by eight or nine pro- 


mifes, exprefly made to fich perfonsashad inherent 


_BtAaces of poverty mourning, meekzelfe,&c. there 
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there mentioned; the Lord Jefiis kaving thole prec: 
ous Legacies of his promifes unto his chudren thatare: 
called by thofenamesof Afourners, paore 42 |pirtt, 
pure in heart fc, that foevery one may take, &i bet | 


in: thar | many times wonder hogy it comesto pailes | || 
thacthis fo plain and ancient principle of Catechifine 
(for fo it was among the aldenfes many Loo. yeets 
fince ) grounded on fomany pregnant Seriptures, | 
Chouldcometo be fo muchas queftioned in our days;)- 
fometimes I thinke it arifeth from fome wretched | 
las men haye a minde to live quietly in; defirous to} | 
keepetheir peace, and yet unwilling, to forfake their} | 
juggs ; and hence they exclude this. witneffe of water, 
the witneffé af fanctification to teftifie in the Court 
of con{cience, whether they are beloved of God and} ; 
Gneere hearted or no, becaufethis isa full witnefle a-|° \ 
9a inft them and tellsthem totheir faces, that there 1} 
no peace to the wicked, I [a.57, ult, Deut.29.1 9.20: 
& that they have not hingto dototake Gods name tn) 
their lips that fecretly hate to be reformed, P1,50,16]. | 
To others I chink it dothnotarife from want of grace, 
but becaule the Spirit of grace & fanctification runs 
very low in them ; tis fo little that they can fearce fee 
it by the help of {pectacles; orifthey do, they doubt 
continually ofthe truth of it; and hence becaufeitcan}) 
foeak little, and that little very darkly and_obfcurely| ; 
ue them ; they have no great mind that it fhould bee 
brought inasany witnelle for them. Ochers I think} 
may have much grace & holinefle,yet for atime caft 
it by as an evidence unto them,becaufe they have ex- 
perience how difficult & troublefome it is to find this} } 
evidence; and whentis found, how troublefome to} ; 
readit,and keepe it fair, and thereby have conftanc) , 
eaceand quictuefle ; and hence arifethofe fpeeches, | 
Why.do you look to your fanttification,a blotted c=} | 
| videncea} 


\ 


| 


+ 
qq 


\ 
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Yidence ? you may have it to day, and lofeitte mor- 
tow, and then where is your peace? and I do beleeve 
the LORD deprives many ofhis precious SAINTS | 

| ‘ffom the conifort of this evidence; either becaufe 
} “icy look onely to this, and norunto Chrilt,and their 
1 Juttification by faith, Rom, 5.1. or elfe becaufe there 
J is fome fecret luft or guile of {pirit, Pf2l, 32.1. 2. 
B) which theLord by fore and long fhakings about their | 
py} calland fanctification, would firft winnow out, Or 
By becaufe thete’is’a’ perverfe fowardnefle of {piric,, 
whereby beeaufe they feel not that: meafure of fanéti- | 
| fication which they would, do therefore vilify and fo} 
ia, cometodeny what indeed they have; becaufe they 
feel a law of finintheir members, leading them an 
way captzve : will not, with Panl, take notice of the 
|i) 'aw ot their mids, whereby that saner maz delights | 


Il ¢2.the Law of God, & mourns bitterly wuder the bo- | 
Iq @y of death, by whichthey might fee with Paw/,thac | 
theres 70 coudemnatéon to uch, Rom,8.1, Tocon- 
iq clude, what ever is the caufe of this crookednefle of 
i Judgement, TI doc beleeve that the general caufe is, 
i. wait of actendance and ftanding unto the judgement 
ig of the Scriptures.inthis controverfie ; for if this was 
lg {tood unto, men would nor produce their owne ex- 
Ws perience, vez, that they would never finde any evi- 
if. dence from fanctification, but they hayé mee with it 
if in another way. by the iminediate witnefs of the Spi- 
ell rit onely ; nor would mencry itdown, bec aufe grace 
(1), Being mixt with fo much corruption, it can hardly be 
iif difcerned, and fo will be alway lef in doubts, and 
|g chat the heart is deceitfull, ard many that haye evi- 
ig denced their eftates hereby, haye beehe deceived: I 
if confefle thusthe Popifh Dostors argueagainft aflu- 
iiig cance of faith from: the Scriptures without {peciall 
ig andextraordinary Revelation ; but what is all this 
‘to the purpofe ifthe Scriptures make ic an evidence? | 
away then withthy corrupt experience, fhall thisb 


‘ 
a 


e 
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be judge, or the Scriptures rather? what though maz | } 
ny judging of themielves by marksand figneshaye 
beene deceived s yetif the Scripture make it an evir | | 
dence, (as we have proved )then,though men through 
their own weaknetfe or wickedneffe have beene de- | ) 
ceived in mifapplying promiléss yet the Scriptures} } 
cannotdeceiveyou : Whatthough it be difficult to} || 
difcerne Chrifts gtaceinus ? yet if the Scriptures will} || 
haveus try oureftates by that rule, which init felfe'is } | 
eafie, but to our blindnefle and weaknefle, difficult} 


ence, as the conclifion of this difcourfe : Suppofe}) 
chou wert now lying upon thy death-bed, comfort- 
ing thy felfe in thy eleeted and juftified eftate; fup- 
pofeche Spirit of God fhould now grapple with thy 


peace,unlefs you make yout faces like flint before the 
face of Gods eternal truth,or heal your confcience by 
fucha plaifter as will not {tick ? if therefore the Lord 

ever 


) 
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- ever. made fin biccer tothe, let holinefle be {weet ; if 
| continuance in fin hath Ben an evidence unto thee of 
thy Condemnation, Ohlecthe riches of the grace of 
Chrift in redeeming thee from the lamentable bon- 
| dage & power of finne, be an evidence to thee of thy. 
| falyation ; Oh blefle God for any little meafure of 
| fanCiification 5, doe not {corn or fecretly defpifethis 
| fpirieof grace , as many in this degenerate age begin 
todo, faying, You look to graces & fruits, 8 marks, 
and figns,and a holy frame of heart & fan<tification; 
whatis your fanctification? Oh let it be the more| 
‘precious co thee, mourning that thou haft {olittle,and| 
| bicfling the God & Father of ail grace for what little 
| thou halt, wearing itasa bracelet of gold.about thy 


neck, knowing hereby thou art Gor 2 of God, and that} 
the wholeworld lyeth in wickedneffe,and fhal perith 
| without this, 1104, 5.18.19. . 2. Thisis your glo- 
ry. and beauty, thisisglorfication begun; what grea- 
ter glory then to be like unto God @ tobe like unto} 
God istobenextto God : and therefore this is called} 
Lai)» 2C or. 2618.0 are changedsata the fame I- 
make fromklurytogiory, Every degree of grace is] 
glory,and the perfection ef glory in heaven confifts 
chiefly in the perfection of grace ; whar is the worke 
offome menat,this day but to caft reproach upon 
{anGtification our glory ? 3, This will give you a-} 
bundance of feet peace,and therefore, Heb. 1 2,12.}: 
ii it iscalled che TRIE of righteoufne/s s fox from} 
whence comes the fore troubles & continual! doubts} . 
of Gods fayour in many mensconiciences? Is it not} 
tome decay or guile here ??32,1.2. Isitnotfome} 
boldne(s to fin ; that they wa/k wot infear, & therfore 
notin the confolation of the holy Ghoft? Js ix not their 
{ecret dalliance with fome known fin, continued in |) 
-withfecret impenitency? is it norbecaufe they labour | 
with fome {trong unmortified corruption, pride, of 
hanh ; PAsiie } 


The Sound Beleever 
( - pangs and throwes of if 
conteience for ? Pf. 32.1.28-4.. what wasthe refoy~| | 


2'4, This isthat which will make you fit: 
Life, T#m, 2,20,21, @ filthy uncleane veflellis good 
for nothing till 'cleanfed ; God will nor delight to |: 
glorifie himfelfe much by an'unfanctifyed perfon ; | : 


fay{t is weak;atid'ok foyled, & gives thee natcom~ 
{ pleat power and victory over all'fin’,, yet know that 
‘Veis fhall (ike tbe houfe of David) grow ftronger & 
1 froager andit fall aclatt prevaile,and che Lord will |; 

not break thee though thou art briifedby fin daily} |. 
untill jadgementcome to victory ; andthe Prince of }) 
hig world be judged, and thy foule perfected in the |. 
day of the ieee a : 


4 Fiftly, “Assdeence of ah prayers. 
oPhis isthe file benefit, which though it be afrnit of}: 
other benefits, yet L nameitin fpeciall, becaute Jde-}; 


) ‘ 
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( regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord wih not 
beare my prayer,P{a,66,18.and that of the Apottles 
ht John 3.22, We beleeve what ever we aske we re- 
Herve, becaufe we ke ep his commandements , and doe 
BM hofethings which are pleafing tn hes fi ght. Asthe 
PLord hath refpe & tothe prayers of his people , not 
Ppaly inregard oftheir juttification, bucin fome fente 
Min regard of their fanctificationalfo; a juftified per- 
Ion polluted with fome perfonail or common fins of 


he times,may want thataudienceand acceptance of | 


his prayerslarn now {peaking of. That God will 
eare all the petitions of his people, can there be a 


hat we canhardly beleeve it,o.14,1 3,14. What= 
ever you aske the Father in my name, that wil I 
ioe; tnark the {cope of the words, our Saviour had 
stomifed;that he that beleeves in me [bal doe greater 
rorkes then I have done : now becaulethis might 
em ftrangeand impoffible,the Lord in thofe verles 
‘\Helsthern how, for (faith he),Whatfoever you aske tn 
Woy xame L will doe for you, 1 willdoe indeed all that 
‘IIs tobe done, but yet, it {hall bee by meanes ef your 
ayers ; Chriftdid greatyworkes when he was upon 
beearth, bur for him todee whatever 2 poor finfull 
reature fhaldefire himto doe,what greater work of 
\\fronder can there be then this? T hes 2s our confidence 
{aith the Apoftle) that what ever we ask according 


{J ueftion here willbe, whacare thefe prayersthe Lord 
| fefus wil hear 2.1 confefs many things are excellently 
soken thisway, yet conceive the meaning of this 
figpreat Charter ts fully expreft in thofe words, 1” 


ffeard,& it containsthefethreethings. T 1.40 


ire it might be {pecially obferyed; and I place it af= 
er our fanétification, becaufe of Davéds fpeech; /f 


Naame. ltthey be prayers inChrifts name,they shal be |» 
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~ 


ho hes wall, he heareth us, 1 Joh. 5.15. Thegreatelt | 


299 


Mic, 4» 
5s 


a 


Deut. 


iI 9s 


lance upon the grace, tavour, and worthinefle of the |/ 


18. 18, | the phrafe fignifies: Loh, 5.43. 1.amz come tn my Fay 


a 
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1, To prayin Chrilts name, isto pray with rely- . 


merits of Chrift, thus this phrafe is ufed, to walke t#}) 
the name of their God, isin confidence ef the autho- |} 
rity, and excelleacy, and favour of their Gods, that}} 
they will bearethem outin it; {0 to pray in Chrifts)| 
name, isto pray for Chriftsfakethus, Ephef, 2.18, 
through him (4, through his death & fanctitycation} | 
refted upon) Wee have acceffe with confidence unto}| 
the Fat her, Eph,3.12.12whom we have boldneffe,}| 
aud acceffe with confidence, by the Faith of hem, 
There are three evills thar commonly attend our pra- 
yers, when we fee Godindeed, 1, Shameand High 
trom God, the Apoftle faith therefore, that dy F ee 
inC brift we have accefs. 2. If wee doe accede and, 
draw near to him, there isa fecret fear & ftraitnes of 
{pirit to openall our minds; therefore faith he, wee 
have boldne/s,the word fignifies liberty of {peechi to! 
openall our minds without fear or difcouragement,, 
3. After we have thus drawn near, & opened allour, 
defires & moanes before God,we haye many doubts 
viz, willtheLord hear fucha finner, and {uch weak, 
and imperfeét,and finfyll prayers ? and therefore he 
allo affirms, that we have confidence & affurance o} 
being heard ; bucall thisis by fatthin him ¢ for look 
as Chrit hath purchafed al] bleffing for us by his 
deaths & hence makes his intercetfion for thofe things 
daily according to our need § So weare much more; 
coref{t upon, & make that faristaCtion, the ground 0 
our interceffion; becaufe Chrifts blood purchafec 
this, therefore O Lord grantthis, 2. To pray in hiy 
name, isto pray from his command,& according t 
his will; as when we fend another inour name, we 
wifhhimtofaythus, Tell him that 1 defire fuch i 
thing of him,and that] fent you ; fo it ishere,and thy, 


I 
| 
| 
} 


| 


thers name,4, By thisauthority & command, Ti 
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| Topray in Chrifts name theretoré,is to pray accer- 
| ding co the will ot Chrift,and from the will of Chrift; 
_jwhen wee take thofe wordes the Lord puts into our 
_|mouthes, Hof'14.1.2.3. and defire thofe things only 


wy | thacthe Lord commands to feeke, whether ab{olute- 


W | ly or conditionally ; accordeng to his wil reycaled, 
WM) (and with fubmisfontohis willconcealed : 1 John §. 
| 14-what ever we ask according to his willbe hears 
#8; P(a.27.8, Rom. 8, 26, Ityouaske any thing not 
|acording to Gods will,you come inyour own name, 
| he fent you not with any fuch meffage to the Father. 
i} 3. To pray in his name, isto pray for hisends; for 
the fake and ufe of Chrift, and glory of Chrift ; tubs 
the phrafe isufed, A/at.10.41.42, Torecetve a Pro- 
| phet inthe name of a Prophet,ie for thisend and rea- 
fon, becaufe he isa Prophet- A fervant comes in his 
| Matters name to aske fomething of another, when 
| he comes, as from hiscommand ; (o alfe for his Ma- 
| ftersufe :So when we pray for Chrifts fake, ¢, for his 
}| ends, not our own; thefe ever prevail, /a7,4.3. You 
| aske and have not, becaufe you ashe amilfe, to [pend 
st on your lufts ; Ioh.¥ 3.27.28. Pfa. 145.18, this is 
| co aske tntruth,o act for a {pirituall end ;to make it 
| our utmoftend, arifeth from a {peciall, peculiar, fu- 
pernaturall prefence of the $ piri: of life: and confe- 
| quently a Spirit of prayerwhichisever heard, And 
hence you thall obferve, the leaft groan for Chrifts 
| ends is everheard; becaule ic is the groaning of the 
| Spiric, becaufe itisan a & of {pirituall life,the forma- 
lity of which cenfiltsin this, that itisfor God ;Gal.2, 
#| 19. the Lord cannot deny what we pray for Chrifts 
ends,becaufe then he fhou!d crufh Chrifts glory’ and 
4} cherfore let a Chriftian obferve,when he would ha ye 
hal\ any thing of God that concerns himéelf,net to be fol- 
licitous fo much for the thing, as to gaine favour and 
nearenefle to God,& a heart fubjedct unto God ina} 
7, ae Venn humble 
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humble contentedneffe, to bedenyedaswellaste be | || 
heard, and he shall undoubcedly find thething it felf3} || 
a luft is properly fuch a defire- (though for lawfull | | 
_ things) wherein a man mult have the thing becaufe it | ¢ || 
pleafech hina,as when Rackellusked for childrenthe |” 
inutthaye them, <lfe fhe muft needs dye - Give us} || 
water that we may drink wastheit bruicith cry,Ex-| 4) 
od,0 7,42, northat we may liye to him thatgivesit: | %)| 
hely prayers or defires (oppofed unto lufts)are fuch | 7) 
defiresof the foul, lefewith God, withfubmiffion to | 7] 
his will,as may beft pleafehim : now the Lord will}, 9) 
heare the defiresindeed of allthat feare him, but not | | 
fulfillcheirlatts, Thele threeare the eflential proper- || | 
tics of tach prayer as is heard, or if you will, of that} 
whichis properly or !pititually prayer ¢fervency,and | 
aflurance,&c, arc exccllent ingredients; but yet the} — | 
Lord may hear prayer without thém ; 1t istrue, the |” 
Lord may fometimesnotheare us prefently, forour | 
praying time is our fowing time, we muftnotlooke| 
prefenly forthe harvelt./he Lord heares the prayer | 
\ ofthe deffitute, Pf.452.17, the original word 1s, of | - 
the /irub, or naked place of the defert,which the Pro- | | 
phe faith, Jer.17.6. feesxo good when good comes, 
yet {uch asdeelsthemfelves fuch , the Lord doth re- 
gardthem,and wiilhayea timetoanfwerthem sand | | 
though the Lord may not give us the ching wee pray] |, 
for, nor as good a thing ofthe fame kind, yet heever| | 
gives ustheend of our prayers; he that isatSea and{' 
wants {tiffe winds to Carry him tohis port, yet. hath} — 
no caufe rocomplain, ifthe Lord fecretly carrieshim} 
in by a ftrong carcent ofthe Sea it felfe; anditiscer=t 
caine at thé end of all Gedsdealing with you; you} 
shal then fee how the Lordhathnot failedto an{wer|— 
you inany one particular, Jof23,1.4, Obtherefore |) 
(ceand be perfywaded ef this your priviledge, chat | 
God will now hear every prayer, many makea que-} 
f {tion} 
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] | ftion, Haw may we know when the Lord grants our 
any bleffing as an anfwer to prayer ? many things 
| are faidto this purpofe;, butthe fimplicity and plain- 
1 | nefle of the antwer lyes inthis, v7=. if itbe a prayer, 
God hears it; if it be purup in Chriftsname,itisthen 
Ja prayer sand that you may beleeve this,and glory in 
| this, confider thefe reafons, to confirme this truth, 
|. From the promife of Chrift asin this place,/oh.1 4, 
| 13.1.4, which wasa promife in {pecial to beaccom- 
| plished when hecameto his kingdome ; and there- 
| fore ,thoughiris truc, Gods grace is free, & therefore 
you think the Lord may as well retu {e toheare you, 


| heare; yet confider that by his promile, hee hath. 
| bound himfelfe to heare, From the Fatherly difpo- 


fition that isin God, John 16.26.27. andhence hee 
loves us, and hence cannot but heare us, “ 
Beeaufe all prayers put up in Chrifts name, Chrift 
| mpakes satercesfion thatthey may beheard ; Heb. 7. 
2.5. he hath laid down his blood, that allour prayers 
might be heard, (as wee have proved) and indeed, 
hence arifeth the infinite efficacy of prayer, becaufe 
{tds buileupon that whichisinfinitely and eternally 
|worthy. Becaule all prayers of the faibtull arife 
| from the Spirit of prayer, Rom,8,26,becanfe as that 
‘which is for the fleth,is of the fleth ; fo that whichis 
for the Spirit or for the fake of Chrift; for {pirituall 
ends, isever ofthe Spirit, Joby 7.18, | 
Becanfe of the glory of Chrift, that the Father 
may beglorifiedinthe Sonne : Cannot Chrift be 
glorified unleffe heheare all prayers ? yes hee could, 
bur yet hiswill is to reveale his glory by this means ; 
fo that though chou and thy prayers be vile, and 
Hh | therefore defervelt noacceptance, orantwer, yet re- 
| membeé that his glory is deare; it is the glory of 
| Kings to.heare fome requefts and petitions, but they 
cannot heave nor anfwer al]; iristhe glory at Christ 
! tO 
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to heareall, becaufe he is able, without the, leaft dif } |! 
honour to himfelfethustodoe, Oh bee perfwaded} |i 
ofthis, how fhould your joy then be full, how fhhould | 
you then delight co be oft with him, how would you} | 
then encourage allto come unto him,how would you] 
» {then be conftraiued to doeany thing for him, whois) |) 
ready to doe ali for you? but ah, woe unto Sue balk 
lecfe, tor that which(the Apoftle faich, Joh, 5.14.)} 
was ground ot his confidence, vix, that what ever} \i 
we ask according to his will,he hears 1s,isno ground| — 
to us, & we may fay,and mourn tothink, thisis our] | 
diffidence,that what ever Laske according to Chrifts| |) 
will, he hearesme not ; but ohrecoyer from fuch a} 
diftru(tfull frame, and fiom all dead-heartedneffe in} | 
this duty wathall,left the Lord fend task-maftersand| 
double our bricks,and then we groan,and high & cry\ 
and learn to pray that way,thac will nor pray nor be=| 
|leeve now, Ifthe Lord will but give us hearts, affure} 
edly you might not only rule your felyes 8c families,| 
but by the power of prayer pull downe, and raife up} 
Kingdomes, difpofe ofthe greateft affaires of the| 
Church, nay of the world, you might hereby worke 
wonders, by means of him who ruling all things yes 


isovercome by prayer, Hof.12,4.5, 
SECT.-V1I, 


e 


$; Whom he hath predeftixated, called, ju- 

[tified, them he hath alfo glorified, Rom. 8,30. here- 

| by we are made perfeét jn holineffe, no more fiane 
thal ftirre inus? perfeg alo in happinefle; no more 
teares, nor forrewes, nor temptations, nor fears {hall ( 
ever moleft us; Heb, 12, 1 3. Kevel, 14.13, and all} | 
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: this {hal be in our immediate eommaunion with God 
in Chrift, Col.1.18, L0b.17.23.24, We [bah bethen| 
faith Paul,for ever withthe Lord: it the Lord would 
but open our eyes, and give us one glimpfe of this; 
what marnerof perfons fhould we be ? how fhould 
we then liye2how willingly then fhould we e mbrace 
\fl faggots and flames, prifonsand penuty ¢ the light af- 
Ill diétiéns here, would net they work for us glory? nay 
II) the A poftle ufech fucha phrafe which I beleeye may | 
I) pofe the moft curious oratour inthe world to exprefs 
Ml tothe life of it, ax exceeding weight of glory, 2 Cor. 
lI) 4,27. Whatis our life now but acontinuall dying, 
| carrying daily aboutus that which is more bitter then 
a thoufand deaths ; what faiththe Apoltle , Yox are 
Wl dead, yet when Chrift (hak appear, Jou {hall appeare 
\ I) with him in glory ;the general fecurity of thefe cimes 
| I foretold by Chiift (efpecially when Churches be- 
I come Virgins, and people are feeking after purity o 
| || Ordinances) it fhall not be ina want of watchful- 
| nefle againft the prefent corruptions of the simes, as 
|W ina careleffe want of expectation of the comming of 
| Chrift in glory, not having ovr loys grt ana lamps 
nor readinefleto meet the Lordin glory, 
&c, Oh that I were able there- 
(h anda dark viewof this gio- 
ry, tha this work, 
Con he Jewes did and 


at the com- 


1) | chache went away to prepare 4 P 
{| where he es, they might be, Joh.1 4. 

} | bina to fee his glory; Lohn 17.23. 24. 
1 | |be the third heaven, called oar F athers houfe: built 
‘| by his own hand with moft exquifite wildom, fit for 
II} | (0 greata God toappearin his glory (Loh.1 4.2.3-) 
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25.31. Ceme Je bleffedinheril the Kingdome prex\\j 
pared for you, whichis thetop of allthe worldly ex-1 | 
cellency,called allo az tzherstance,1 Pet,t.3. which) hi 
the holy Apoftle infinitely bleffeth God for as being}; 
our own and freely given to us; being our Fathers in-} |} 
heritance divided among his Sons, which isa greater} | 
priviledge thento be borne anheire to all the richeft}}, 
jnhericance on this earth, orto be Lord of all this vi- }| 
fible world ; for thisinheritance he tels us is, 1, é=}| 
‘| corruptéble, whereas all this world waxeth ald as a} 
Lav ment : 2. Ts Andsfiled,never yet polluted witha- fi} 
any fin, nonot by che Angels that fell, tor they fellin}|| 
-paradife,when Guardiansto man,wheras this whole || 
igs under burden aid bondage of corruption,) 
PROMS e ae | | cas | 
3. This zever fadeth away; tisnot like flowers,|| 
whole glory and beauty foon wither, bucthis fhal be} | 
moft plea fant, fweet,and ever delightfome; after we}; 
haye beenten thoufand yearsinit, as it was the firft} 
day we entered into it, (for this isthe meaning of the! 
word, and fo icdifters trom gcorruptible) whereas 
in this world({appofe a man fhould ever enjoy it,yer) | 
there growes a fecret fatiety and fulnefleupon our} 
hearts,and it grows common, & bleffings of greareft} 
price are not fo fweet,as thefirft time we enjoy them; 
they Clog the ftomach, and glut the foul: but here cur} 
eyes, ears, minds, hearts fhall be ever rayifhed with 
that admirable glory which fhines brighter then ten 
houfand Suns, the very fabrick of it being Gods nee- 
_| dle-work,(ifT may fo fay) quilted with variety of all] 
Howers in divers colours, by the exactelt arnof God| ; 
hinafelf,>s the A poftle intimates, Heb.1 1. ro, 
Secondly, confider ofthe glory of the bodies of the|. 
‘Saints in this place; the Lord fhal change our vile bo-| 
dies which are-butas dirtuipon our wings,8 clogs at} 
= our! 
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“our feet,asthe A poftle expreffeth it, PL2/.3 alt. Paul 


was inthe third heaven, faw the glory doubtlefle of} 
{ome there, fee what he faith ofthem, 1 Cor, 15. 42. 
£143.44, 1. Itflallbe an sacorrauptible body it {hall 

Bi never dye, nor rot againe , no not in the leaft degree 

i tending that way, it {hal never grow weary, (asnow 
HM tis by hard labour,and fometime by holy duties) nor 
| faint,nor grow wrinckled and withered, Adams bo- 
HW dy in innocency potnit non mori, we fay truly; bur 
Hy chis 2207 potefi moré, it cannot dye : and hence it is, 
MM chat chere {hall be no mere fickneffe, paines, griefs, 
AM faintings, fits,8cc.whenitcomesthere. 
MW 2.1t fhall bea glordoms body, it {hall réfe 42 honour, 
MM faith Pavd; and what glory fhallichaye? verily ic fhad 
be Like unto C brifts glorious body,P hil,3 ule. which 
when Paul law, Aéts 9. did {Line brighter thent he 
sq) Sz: and therefore here {ball be noimperfection of 
limbs, {cars,or maimes, natural or accidental] defor- 
‘Ill micics; but as the third heaven it felfe is moft lighr-. 
Mi foe, Gev, 1.1.2. fo their bodies that inhabits chac 
ll! Chall exceed the light and glory thereof, thefe being 
IMM\ more compacted, and thence fhining out in greater: 
luftre, that the eyes ofall beholders thall be infinitcly. 
| ravifhed to fee uch clodsof earth asnow we are, ad- | 
ill] vanced to fuchincomparable beauty & amiablenefs 
lil) of heavenly glory. 3. It fhallbe a powerfn/!, firong ' 
l| Gody; It zs fownern wea neffe faith Paul; 2¢ [hak 
| vifein power; it {hall beable to help forward the di- 
| vine operationsof the foul, which arenow cloge’d by 
a feeble body; it fhall be ableto beare the weight of 
| glory,the joy untpeakable,& fullofglory;which our 
Il! weake bodies cannotlong endurehere, but we begin 
to burft & break in pieces (like veffels full of ftrong 
I) {pirits) wich the weight & working ofthem; & ther~ 
AMM fore the Lord in mercy keepes us fhort now of what 
elfe we fhould feel; itfhal be able to fing Hallelua- 
ab; and give V »< S poenotr 
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honour,glory,power, tothe Lambe thar fits uponthe ! 
Throne for evermore without the leaft wearinefle. © 
4, Icfhall bea /pirs¢wall body, our bodies now are}! 
acted by animal] {pirits,and being earthly and natu-}} 
rall,growes,feeds, eats drinks, fleeps,and hath natural} 
affe Qions and defiresafter thefe things, and is troO-} 
bled if it wantsthem; but.then thefe fame bodies fhal | 
live by the indwelling of the Spirit of God powred}! 
out abundantly in us,and uponus, and {o acting our || 
bodies,and {wallowing upallfuch naturall affe tions |! 
and motionsas thofe be here; as Adofes being with 
God in the Mount forty da yes & nights,did not need /! 
any meator drink, che Lord and his glory being all 
unto him; how muchimore fhall itbethug then? 1% 
doe not fay we fhall be fpirits like the Angels,but our /! 
bodies fhall he {pirituall,having no naturall defiresaf-"\ 
ter any earthly blefling,food,rayment,&£c, nor troue|! 
bled wich the wantofthem and hence alfo the body 
fhall be able aswell toafcend up, as now it is to def-! 
cend down; as e4uftin fhewes by a fimilitude of! 
lead, which fome artifts can beat {fo {mall as to make|! 
it fwim; wee are nowearthly, and made to live on} 
this earth, and hence fall down tothecenter ; but we}! 
are made then to be above for ever withtheLord, the]! 
Lord proceeding from imperfeétion to perfection, | 
asthe A poitle here fhewes; not firlt /périzvall, and|' 
then zatzrall; but firftthat which is zatural, (in this}! 
life) and.then that which is (pérstzall. ! 
3. Confider the glory of the foule ; now we know} 
but in part, and fee butin part; now we have joy at 
| 
| 


! 
fome times, and then eclipfes befall us ona fudden;}' 
but thenthe Lord {hall be our everlafting light yI fa.) 
60,19. then we fhall fee God face to face, t [oh.301,} | 
2. we thall then know and {fee thofe things that have} 
beene hid, not onely from the wicked but from the |! 
deepeft thoughts of the Saints theméelys inthis world {' 
2 Cor,12,4. Paul" 
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B) aul {aw fomethings wot fit to be uttered, or that he 
Bipxld not utter wee {hall be {wallowed up in thofe 
epchs of grace,glory, immediate yilion, God fhall 
Pie allinall, . The fouls fhallnow enjoy, 1. theac- 
omplifhment ofall promifes which we fee not here | 
#pade good untous, 1 Cor. 5.24.then you fhal have 
#:{titution of all chefeatcimes of refrefhing, wherein 
jour fins fhall be publikely blotted out from the pre- 
ence of the Lord, 4éts 3.19. If Fofhea laid, Jof,\ - 
3 3.14. when the peoples warfare wasended , Sce ¢f 
Wee Lord hath beene wanting in one word to yous 
Much more willthe Lord J efus fay unto you then. 
2. Thenyoufhall receive a fullan{wer to all your 
Wrayers, allchat grace, holinefle, power over fin, Sa- 
ian, tellowfhip with Ged, life of Chrift, bleffing of 
Ii5o0d, which you fought for, and wept for,and lufte- 
dyed for here, you fhall then {ee all aniwered. | 
3, Then you fhall find the comfort of-allthat you’ 
(dave done for God, Revel,14.1 3.your worke inthis 
is fhall follow you, you fhallthen infinieely re- 
«lgoyce, that ever you did any thing for God, that ever | 
ou thought of him,{pake to him, and {pake for him, 
nat eyer you gave any one blow ro your pride, paffi- } 
ns, luft, naturall concupifcence, &c. you fhall then |’ 
njoy the reward ofall your fufferings,cares, forrows | 
or Gods Chrift, faftings, and dayes of mourning, 
davhether publikely,orfecretly forGods people,2 Cor. | — 
17; the fame glory God hath given Chrift,the Lord 
hajlat chactime giveunto you, Joh, 17.22, it fhall 
not be with us there as it was wich the wicked Ifrae- 
ices, who when they came into the good.land of reft, 
‘Iihey then forgot the Lord andallhis works pat; no, 
Iho, all thatwhich G O D hathdone for you in this 
Mavorld, you fhall then look back,and fee,and wonder, 
und love, and bleffe, and fuck the {weet of, for ever- 
|f¥nore; it's a fond weak quetion to taipmavbetter Ne 
| : 2 na 
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fhial}] know one anecher in heaven; verily you fhal re} 
memberthe good the Lord did you here, by wha 
smeansthe Lord humbled yeu,by what miniftery 
Lord called you, by whartriendsthe Lordcomforted 
and refrefhed you ; and there you {hall fee them wit, 
you; doe youthinke you fhall forget the Lord and 
| his works in heaven,which (it may be) you took litle 
noti¢e of, and the Lord had little glory forhere ? | 
| “Fourthly, confiderthe glory ofthe company & fet}! 
| lowfhip you thal have here ; 1, Angels, Heb.£2.23), 
2.4, they willlove you and comfort you,and re joy 
wxh you, and {peak ofthe great thingsthe Lord hati 
done for you, as they did on earth to the Shepheards,, 
Lake 2,10. Be notafraid, faith the Angel, A/atth,| 
28.5, 1 know you feek Jefus: So will they fay then, 
be ever comforted you blefled fervants of the Lord,| 
| for we know you are loved of the Lord Jefis. 2) 
| Saints, you fhall fit down with Abraham, Lfaac, &, 
| Laced inthe Kingdome of God, be taken into the bo. 
| fome of e4 braham, and there we fhall {peake with, 
them ofthe Lords wonders, of his Chriftand Kings 
|dome, Pfai,145,11.andevery fentenceand word, 


‘| fhal be mnilke and hony,fweeter then thy life now can| 
| be unto thee ¢ wee {hall know and Jove, and honout; 
one another exceedingly. 3. The man Chrift felis 
when Mary clafpt abouchim, Joh,29.17. Let meas, 

| lone faidhe, tonchmenot, 1 amnot yetafcended a 
my Father. Asif hee had faid, ({aith e4x/fén) then, 
{hal be the place and time wherein we {halembrace, 
one another forevermore. Never was husband | 

| loving wife fo familiar one withanother, asthe Lord, 
| Jefus will be (not carnally and inan earthly manner); 
but, ina moft heavenly,glorious, yet gracious man 
ner with all his Saints; Come ye bleffed; will he theif 
+faytothems we fhallthenever be, not onely 2 the; 
| Lord, but wsth the Lord, faith Pant,  Thef.q, eit. 1) 
| Thef.§.10, ae me 
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Hilt as AdZofes and Elias in his transfiguration, that / 
iked with him, (which wasa alimple ofour future} ~ 
Jory) fofhall we then, L#ke 12, 37. and you thall 
Wen icethat love of his, that bleffed bofome of love 
Bppened fully, which the Apoftle faith paffeth know- 
Biize, Epbef. 3.19. | need nottel] you of your fel- 
By wihip withthe Father, alfo when the Son fhal giye 
}> the Kingdome to himethathe may beallinall, | | 
Fifthly, Confiderthe glory of your worke there ;} 
i bichis onely to glorifiethis God, 
fat. You fhallthen live like Chriftinglory , wee 
fall chinke and fpeak all with glory, 1 John 3, 1.2. 
Mur {tringsfhall be thenraifed up to the higheft {train 
Wi {weet melody andglory. 
Wy 2. You fhall then blefle him, Eph. 106. Eph.4.30, 
Mod that with ravifh ment ; you shal come then to the 
i: llacknowledgement of the Son of God; you shal 
Wee and fay allthis isthe work & grace of Chrift, and 
Men shel cry out, Oh letall Angels,Saints,ever bleffe 
Bimtorthis. What fhould I{peake any more? You 
Savill fay, isthis certaine ? Canthisbeflo? Yes aflur- 
Icly, for Chrift isgoneto prepare this place and glo- 
ily for you, Joh,14,2,.7, We hayealfothe firfttruits 
»fthis glory which we feel fometimes whereby we fee 
te cafte,and dtink, and long for more of that joy un- 
i peakable,and peace that pafleth underftanding; that 
gciumph over the rage & working power of remain- 
ig corruption, that dark vifion of God,and holy glo- 
fying and boafting inhim as our everlafting portion, 
igscc. which cannot be delufions & dreams which ne- 
Hyer feed,but ever leaye the deceived fou) hungry, but 
tre realities & thingsindeed, which fatiate the weary 
foul, 8¢ fillitup withebe very fulne/s of God himlelf, 
Epb.3.19. & therefore tis cercaine thar we shal have 
ea oe Barvett chat chustafte af che fruits, and che whole 


i umme. paydous faithfully thar have already * 3 
| ; tne 


« 


302 The Sound Beleever. 


the earneft penny. The Lord alfo fits us for this, a: 
the Apoftle difputes, 2 Cor.5.4.5, What means the! 
Lord to deny our requefts in many things as long ag 
we live 2 what is his meaning not to letus fee the ac-u 
complifhment of many ef his promifes? isit becaufel| 
he is unfaithful 2 or becaufe hee would ler us know! 
there is a day of refrefhing he hath referved for us, & 
would haye us look for, wherein wee fhall fee it hach! 
not been a vaine thing for usto pray, or him to prow 
mife ? why doth heaffli@ us,and keepus more ra 
ri 


rable both by outward forrows and inward miferies: 
thenany other people inthe world ?doth he not here. 
by humble us, empty us, weaneus from herce, and) 
make usas it were yefleils big enoughto hold glory, 
which we hope for in another world | i 
Bur you will fay, Can this glory be thus great ? Wei 
fee tiscertaine it {hal be fo; but thall it be fo exceeds! 
ing great andendlefle 2? Yesverily, becaufe- q 
1. The price is great whichis paid for it, Eph,1.14,) 
tisapurchafed poffesfiox, (by the blood of Chrift we: 
enter into the holy of holies) a price of infinite yalue! 
muft bring a kind of infiniteglory. 2. Weeareby: 
Chrift nearerto God then Angels are, whofe glory 
we fee isyery great, 3. Shall notour glory be to fer 
joucthe glory of Chrift? 2 Thef.1.10, and iffo, then)! 
if his glory be exceeding great,ours mutt beare a due: 
proportion, and be very greatalfo, 4, Dothnot God 
pick out the poore and vile things of the world, to be}! 
veflelsof glory 2.1 Cor. 1.27. and isnot that anar-} 
gumentthat hee intends exceedingly to glorifie him-} 
{elie on fuch ; to raife up a moft glorious building,} 
where he layesfolowafoundation? 5. Are not wel! 
loved withthe fame loye ashe hathloved Chrift 2 
Lah,17. wt, and fhallnot our glory abound then ex. 
ceedingly ? 6. Isnottherormentand fhame of the} 
Reprobates to be exceeding great & grievous ? doth | 
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not God raifechem up to make his power knowne ? 
Ro. 9,23. Whar then fhall we think onthe contrary 
Biofthe glory of the Saints, wherein the Lord fhall fet 
| forth his power in glority ing chem as he doth the glo. 
Biry of his power in punifhing others ? and theretore 
$82 The/.1.9.the punifhment of the wicked is expreft 
Biby feparation of them from the glory of the Lords 
ipower ; becaufe that in the glory of the Saints, the} 
@)Lord wil (asI may fe fay) make them as glorious as 
] by his power ruled by: wifedome hee is a bleto make 
M@ichem. This is therefore the great glory of all thofe 
ta whom God hathcalled co the tellowfhip of his deare 
M1 Son; & whiehisyet more, bleffed be God the time 
isnot long, butthat we fhall feel what now we.do but 
§ heare of, & fee buta little of, as we ufe to do of things 
Via afar off: We are here but ftrangers,8z haye no abia- 
da ing city, we look for this that hath foundations; and 
therefore let fin prefleus down, & weary us out with 
iy wraltling withic; Jet Sacan tempt, and caft his darts 
Ws acus; let our drink be cur tears day and night, & our 
aa meac gall & wormwood ; lecus be fhut up in choak- 
ng pgiions,and caft out tor dead in the ftreets,nay up- 
ff on dung-hills,and none to bury us; let uslive alone as 
elf Pelicans in the wildernefle, and be driven among 
Hy wilde beafts into deferts; lec us be {courged,and dif- 
Wi graced, {toned, fawnafunder,and burned ; letus live 


Hi in fheep-skins,and goat-skins,defticute,affiicted,tor- 
4 mented, (as wholooks net for fuch dayes fhortly ?) 
da yet O brethren, the time isnot long,but when we are 
§ acche worft, and death ready to {wallowusup; wee 

} fhall cry out, Ohglory,glory, oh welcome glory, If 
AF our miferies here belong, they fhall be light; if very 
bitter, they fhallbefhort; however, long or fhort, 

HW) they cannot be tous long, who leoke for an eternall 
weight of glory. Who would not (thatconfiders 0 

} thefe things) defpife this world,and fet ic at his heels, 
¥ who hathall chefe priviledges & benefits with Chrift 
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Chrift in bis eye 2? who would not abhorre a filthy 
luft, to enjoy fucha Chrift ? who would ever looke}}, 
back unto his flefh-pots, or fathers houfe , thar hath}, 
fuch welcome made him the firft moment he comes}}i 
“tcothe Lord J efus, in having prefencttruition of fome }}i 
of thefe benefits, brit prefenc right unto all 5; fruition |i 
of fome by feeling,ofall by faith. Butoh the wrath of}}| 
God upon thefe times, that either fee not this glory, }{) 
or if they do, defpile fo great falyation ! Chuitt,and]|| 
pardon, & peace,adoption,grace,& glory is brought} 
heme to our doores,but their price is faln in our mare] 
ket, and we think it better to be without Chrift wrh]}, 


our lufts,chento be in Ghrilt with his benefits, The})) 
reproach of C hr tft was dearer to cAlofes (as great a} 
| Courtier,and as ttrong a head-piece as our times can}) 
afford) then all the riches exhonours of Egypt, but the} | 
erace,& peace,and life, & glory of Jefus Chrift.is vi-} | 
ler tous,then the very onyons,and lecks,&fleth-porsg} | 
{of Egypt; if youhad butnaked Chrift (ourlife) for}, 
|a prey in thefeeyill times, you had no caufeto com-} 
| plain, butinfinirely to rejoyce in your portion; but}: 
when with Chrift you fhal find all thefe benefits,and| | 
priviledges coming in as to your portion, and yetto} , 
(de{pile him 2 Afluredly the Lord willnot beare with]. 
thiscontempt alway - Away tothe mountains, and } 
haftcn from the towns and cities of y our habitation, |, 
he the grace of Chrift is publifhed, but univerfal- 
ly defp-fed, you blefled called ones of the Lord Jefus.s } 
for the day sarc coming, wherein for this fin,the hea- | . 
jvens & earth shal] fhake, the Sun shall be turnedinto |’ 
darkneffe,and the Moon into blocd,and mens hearts |, 
falling for fear ofthe horrible plagues whichare com-| 
ing upon the face of the earth, Dreame not of faire} 
weather,expe ét not better dais, tilly ou hearmen fay,| 
Eleffed is hethat commeth inthe name of the Lord,| 
| who thus bleffeth hes with all {pirituall blesfingsin\ 
'Chrift,Eph.1 3. | now-procecd tothe laft, - Cnape! | 
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All thofethat are tranflated into this bleffed eft ates 
ave boundte lve the if of love in fruitful o@thank- 
full obedience unto him that hath called them , ac- 
Wl cording to therule of the morall Law, P{al.4o.7.8. 
| T He Lord dothno fooner callhis people to him- 
HB felfe, bucas fooneas ever he hath thus crowned 
Bi chem with thefc glorious priviledges, and given them 
any fenfe and feeling of them, but they immediately 
Hicry ouc, Oh Lord, Whatfhali I now doe for thee ? 
Hhow thall 1 now live tothee 2 they know now they 


Hnowlivetcohim, If youaske Mofes, after all the 
‘love and kindneffe the Lord had fhewn //rael, what 
NW /{rael fhould doe for him? you fhail ee his anfwer 
Wtull, Dewt.10.1 2.1 3.eAndnow, Oh I(rael, what 
Widoththe Lord require of thee, butt o feare the Lord 
Wit hy God, andto love him and ferve himwith ah thy 
Wheart, andtokeepe his Commandements, which 1 
| command thee this day for thy good? lf youaske 
Wy Paxl (as Evangelicalla Chriftian asever lived what 
now we are to doe when weare in Chrift ? he anfw- 
Miers pun@tually, 2 Cor.5.14.15. The loveof (hrift 
Weonftraineth us, becaufe we this judge, that ( brit 
| | ying for thofethat were dead, they that live fhould 
| not ive unto themfelves, but unto him that dyed 
: ‘or them & rofeagain. \fweaske Peter the quelti- 


Weefs into his marvellous light ? he exprelly teilsyou, 
) | it isto fhew forth the vertues of himthat hath fo cal- 
Iicdus, 1 Pet,2.9. Jf webedoubrfull whether chis 
| de the Lords minde, the Lerd himnfelfe refolvesit by 
MZachary,Luk.t,7.4, & tels us, thactishis oath, That 
ive being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 
vefhould ferve himwithout fear in holinefs , (inall 


f perulesotthe firft Table) righteon/te/s (in all du- 
f Rew ae $) she the” 


are no more their owne, but his, and therefore fhould | . 


ion, to what end the Lord hath called us out of dark-) 
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“the fecond Table) allthe dayes of our lifeandthatall | 
this (hould not be our ofa {pirit ofboridage & flavifh |) 
fear,butwethovt feare, t.c. Feare of our enemies,fin, || 
death; wrath, and fo confequently‘out of love;to him } 
chat hach delivercd us;that onewouldwonder itfhould }) 
ever enter the heart of any Chriftian man chachath ta- jj 
fted the lave of Chrift, as to chink that there is no ule J 
lofthe Lawtoone in Chrift ; & that becaufethey are }} 
to live the life ef loveto Chritt,that therefore they are} 
not to look to thé lawas che rule of theit love,expref=}j 
ly croffetothe letter ofthe Text, Joh. 14, 15.1f yee 
love me, keep my Commandements; which Comer} 
mandements ate not only taith & love to the Saints; jy 
but love-to enemies, and {piritual obedience unto the } 
‘morall Law, ina far different manner and meéature |) 
then as the Pharifees inftcucted the people in thof 
dayes; asyou may fee, AZat. 5.17. Listrue indeed, )) 
obedience to the Law is not required of us now as it; 
was of Adam: it wasrcquited of himasa condition | 
antecedent co lite, bur of thofe that bee in Chrift ic ts, 
{required only asa duty confequent ro life, or asa rule) 
of life, that feeing he hath purchafed our lives in re~) 
idemption, aid actually given us life in vocation and, 
‘| fanétification, we fhould now live unto him, in all 
thanktulland frniefiill obedience according to his will 
revealed inthe moral Law, Tis a vaine thing to is 
magine that our obedience is to have no other rule, 
butche Spirit, without any attendance to the Law 5 « 
the Spiritindeed, is ‘the efficient caule of our obedis 
‘ence and hence we are faid:to be led by the [pirit Ro, 
8,1 4. but itis not propetly the rule of onc obediences | 
bucthe will of God revealed in his werd, elpeciallt 
‘inthe Law isthe rule : the Spirit is che winde that, 
drivesus imour obedience, the law isour Compafle; 
according to which it {teares our courfe for us? the, 
‘Spirit and the Law; the wind and the compaflecan 


_ftand welltogether, P/1143. 10. Lie J 
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Bh | each me to dothy will O God,(thete is Davzds rule, 
Bh) 2#. Gods will revealed) thy (pirir zs good (there is 
§4| Davids wird, that enabled him to ftear his courfe ac- 
cording to ic) the Spirit of life doth free us from the 
Bi] (ax of fix and death, but not trom the holy,and pure, | 
#}/ and good,and righteous Law of God, Rom,8, 1.2.3. 
Wl) The blood of Chrift bythe Spirit cleanfeth ms from 
Wl dead works,to fervethe living God, Heb. 9.14, not 
if} co ferve our own felyes,or lufts, or wills, to doe what 
we pleafesche layy indeed is nota rule of that by which 
I We are to obey, viz, of our faith,yet it is the only rule 
of what weare to obcy : we are notto performeacts 
ofobedience now as Adar was todoe;z7z. by the 
dll (ole power of inherent grace, but weeare to live by 
ld faich,and act by taich (for wethomt meyoucan do mo- 

Wi ching; Lobn 15.5.) wee arenot unitedto Chrift our 

Wife by obedience as Adam wasto God by it, but by |. 

MM faith: & thereforeasali a Qion(in living things) coms 
la trom union, fo allour acts of obedience are to come 

Ml by faith, fromthe Spirit on Chrifts part, and from 
I faith on our part,whichimake ourunion : Noah built 
by faich,Exoch walked with God by faiths ofa 8 | 
ld his Souldiers fought by faith, ¢7 4raham travelled, 
li welt in his tents,lived & died by faith;they acted ac- 
illcording to the rule, but all by che power of faith. It is 
Wa weake reafoning to imagine a man isnot bound to 
Mpay his debts becanfe he isto go ubtoanother for the 
Iimoney : Obedience is our debt wee owe to Chrift, | 
MLuke v7. 10, though we are to goe to Chrift, poor, 
and weak, and feeble, toenableusto pay 3 Tistrue, 
qaChrift hath keptthe Law for us,and are we therefore 
li'rce ftom itas our tule ? No verily, Chrift kepethe | 
q law for fatisfactionto juftice, & fo we are not bound : 
Mo keepthe Law ; hee kept the law alfo for imitation, 
Bhogive usa copy and an example of all bolinefsand 
glorifying God in our obedience ; and thus Chrilts o- 
i pant Re 2 bedicnce} 
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ly, becaufe the Law, eventhe Law of love in your} 
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bedience is fo far trom exempting us frora the Law, |) 
as thar it engagethus the more, haying both rule and | | 
exercife before ns, 1 104,26, He that fatth he abi-\\ 
det hin him ought to walk as he walked, t Pet.t.1 4. 
15.16, Lis true, the Law is writin a beleevers heacc,{)| 
and ithe hath a law within, what need he (fay fome) })} 


Davidargued quite contrary, Pfal. 40.7.8. 1 comes} 
J delight to doethy will , st being written of methat\ 
TL |hould dee it,becautethy Law ts wtthin my hearts}! 
this argues, that you are nottoattend the Law unwilk-} 
lingly as bond-men and flayes, but willingly & glad-| 


i 


hearts, t /oh. 5.3. The placealledged by fome for} 
this liberty fromthe Law, viz, the Law 1s net made} 
for aveghteous man, 1 Tim.1.9. if well confidered,}) 
ltully dafheth this dreame in pieces; for there were}! 
divers Jewifh Preachers of AZo/es law,and they had 
a world of fcruples and queftions a bout it, ver.4, 82} 
Panland others were accounted ofjas meniefle zea-| 
Hous, becaufe they did not found upon that ftring fo} 
much; away (faith Pax/) with thofe contentious| 
queltions; for the endof the commandement is not) 
cruplesand queftions, butcharsty and Jove (2.¢. both! 
co God and man) out of a pure lope and faith une 
faigned, ver, 4. and faithhes The Law w very good,’ 
when “fedlawfully, thatis, forthisend, and out of 
thefe principles, ver,8. tis noctalking but doing, and: 
that out of love, whichis the end & {cope of the law: 
fo that note by the way, you may aswell abolifh loye: 
as abolifh the law, love being the end and {cope ofthe ' 
Law. But toproceed; The Law 4s not made (faith? 
he) for t he righteous,i,e. for the condemnation of the} 
rightecus, 4. e, of fuch as outof a pure heart and faich) 
unfained love God inthe 1. Table, lovetofhewall 
duties of refpe&t tomaninthe-2,Table; and there-} 
fore they ofal other men have no caufe roabolith the. 


. 4 
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4) a moft precious Treafure, _ Itis.the obfervation of 
Mal tome, chacin the Preface tothe Morall Law, &xed, 
A) 20.12, the Lord reveals himfelftoberhe Lordtheir 
| Godthat brought them out of the Lard.of Egypt;the 
| very (cope of which words, isto perfwadetoa reve- 
| xencireceiving and keeping of char good Law + this 
§| Law alkmations are bound to oblerve; becaufe hee is 
| Jebovah the Lords butt be thy Godin {peciall Co. 
| venant,andthat redeemed thee from Egypt,and trom 
tharwhich wastypified by it, this belongs to none 
burunto them efpecially that arethe people of God, 
and therefore of all other people in the world, they are 
boundto receive itas their Rule, forobedience doth 
not make us Gods people, or God cueGod : but he 
§) isfirft our God, (whichis onely by the Covenant of 
ia gtace) and thence it is;thac being ours,;8 we his, we 
A ofall other,are moft bound to obey, 8° 

$i) - Toconclnde, they that {tick inthefe bryers, there- } 
| fore cry down the lay asa Chriftians rule,bccaule by 


this means a Chriftian thal! find no peace;becaute he ! 
t etree acne ee eT 
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_| enée,can hayeno peace by the law, //a.§7.21. there} 
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yheis continually {inning againft this Law : the Law 
therefore fay they, will bealway troubling of him, — |} 
I antwer, firit 2 corrupt heartand putrid conici-]}! 


us no peace tothe wicked, 8¢ it is good it {hould be {o.]}| 
2. A watchfull Chriftian may,P (2,119.15. Great] | 
peace have they that keep thy Law. Hezekiah adit.) 
when he defired the Lordto remember how hee haa}}' 
walked before him with aperfett heart, [fa.58.1.241)\ 
3, Paultound it, the teftimony of his confcience bea~||| 
ting him witnefle, was hts rejoycing herein ; 2 Cor.4)) 
1,12, 3. Ita Cheiltian ignorant of maintaining his} '| 
peace with God by faithin his juftification,notwith- 
ftanding all the errorsin his obedience and fanctifi-||| 
cation; If I fay he wants his peace (hal we therefore 
breake the law in pieces? if a feeure Chriftian that}’ 
walks loofely wants peace; by the accufacions of the]! 
Law;tis Gods mercy to him to giyehim no peace in}| 
himfelfe, while he is at truce with hisluft.. | 
4. That peace willendin difmall forrow which is}: 
got by kicking againft the Law, it is but dawbing for] | 
a manto keepe his peace by fhutting his eyesagain{t}| 
the way of peace ; a feryant may have peace in his i+}. 
dlenefs by thinking that his Matter requires no work} 
from him, and by hiding histalent, yee whae will his} 
| Lord fay to him when his day is ended, and he comes} 
to reckon with him atfunsfet 2 bring the Law into}! 
thy confcience in point of juftification, it willtrou-|: 
bleconfcience = for their only Chrifts righteoufnels, |) 
Gods grace ; and the promife areto be looked on; 8) 
our own odedience and holineffe laid wp in the duft; 
but bring it before thee asa rule of thy fanstification, 
and as thy copy to write after, andto imitate, and af- 
pire after chat perfection it requires, ic willthen trou;} 
blethee no more, then it dotha childe, whohaying a 
tair copy fethim to write after, & knowing that ae a 
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| fon, isnot therefore troubl-d,becaule he cannot write 
as faire as his copy ; he know«s if hee imitates it, his 
{cribling fhall be accepted : how{oeyer though hista- 
ther may chaftife him with réds, if he be carclefle to 
| jimicatesyet he will never calt him therefore off from 

being his Son, The truth is this,ic argues a molt grace-| 

lets,carnal,wretched heatt,for a m2n to calt by Gods | 
\ rules, becaufe attendance to thein ishis trouble and 
corment , which untoa gracious heartarelife, and 
HH) peace, and{weetneffe; All the wayes of wi dome to 
A) bit, ave wajes of pleafantne[; , ad her paths peace : 
Ht And icis Gods common curfe upon them that love 
' northe cruchin thefe days,that becaufe fin isnot their 
forrow, not breachof rulestheit trouble; that chere- 

Al fore, the obfervance of the Law and attendance unto’ 

I cules fhall be their burden and trouble, they fee] not 

| | the plague in their ownhearts, and therefore reproofs 

| plague them,and commands ate a plague and a tor- 

_ment unto them ; crooked teer, and crooked wills, 
B make chem«rcad aweggp fuch cortupt opinions, 

All the called ones ofesod are thereforeto live this 
life 0’ obedience, & that out of love, which Leall the 
life of love,Gal, 5.6. for elfe circuncifion availes no- } 
| ching,nor uncircuincifion, no nor Faith it elf unlefle 
MM) it be of this nature, as that it works by love ¢ there is 
dla ouch obedience and external conformity to the Law 

in many.men, but the principal difference betweene 
| thefeformalities, and the obedience of che Saints, 3s 
Hi love ; the obsdicnce cf the one arifethfrom felf-love, 
I bccaufe it pleafeth themfelves 8 {uits with theirown 
HH ends; the ocher ftom the loye of Chrilt, ‘becatile it 

| plealeth him,and fuits with his ends; £ Cor.13.4.07¢. 
| r John §.3. tee ie : 
~ Wherein doth and fhould this life of love appear ? | Ove/t 
| Jnthefe five particulars, | In thinking and mufing | wap fw, : 


| muchon Chrift,and upon his love,and on what Bo |r, 


1a] 
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{hall doe for him ; he thac (aith he loves another,and ) } 
yetfeldome thinks on him, or willfeldome give him 
a good look when hee meets him, certainly deceives } | 
himfelte ; the leaft degree of love, appeares in think- 
ing on what we love, becaufe the lowing kindneffe of | | 
Ged was better then life unto David; hence he did 
remcmber him upon his bed, and med:t ate on himin 
| the very night : Pl. 63.3.6, they that fearethe Lora) 
7, witha Son-like feare, where love is chiefly predo- | || 
minant,are fuchas thick wpon his name sMal.3.16, | || 
We have thought onthy loving kindnels oh Lord in| || 
thy T emple,Pia.48.9. Thou thatcanft fpends days, | || 
nights, weekes, months, years ; and ha{t chy head ail 
this time {warming with vain thoughts,and {catce one 
living thoughtoi Chrift,and his love, that didft never 
beat thy head,nor trouble thy felfin mufing, O what 
fhal I do for him,nor in condemning thy felt be caufe } 
~ | thou doett fo little, verily thou haft nor theleaft degree}. 
2. |ofchislifeoflove, In f o and commending of 


him ; is it poffible that any sin fhouldloye another |, 
& not commend him,not {péak of himeif thou hadft 
but a Hawk or a Hound thatthou loyeft, chou wile 
| cominend it, & can it {tand with loyeto Chrift, yee 
feldom or never to {peak of him nor of his loyesnever 
to commend him unto others, that they may fall in| 
love withhim aifo ? you fhall{ee the Spoufe, Cant,| 
5-916. when fhee wasasked what her beloved| 
was above ot hers ? thee {ets him out in every part of | | 
him, and concludes with this, he a altogether love-| 
ly ,becaule thy loving kindne[s({aihDavid) is better 
\then life, my lips |pallprat[e thee, and Iwill bleffe | 
thee whiles I live; Pf,6 3.3.4. can it ftand with this | 
lifeof loye, to be alway {peaking about worldly af | 
fairs,or news atthe belt; both week-day & Sabbath | 
day, in bed and at board, in good company & in bad, | 
at home,and abroad @ I tell you itwill be one main, 
realon why you defire tolive,that you may make the ; 
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| Lord Jefis known to your children, ttiends,acquain- ! 
j tance ; that fo inthe agesto come his name might | 
| ring, & his memorial might bé of {weet odour, from 
| generation to generation, P/a.71.18.-1f before thy 
| converfion efpecially thou haft poyfoned others by: 
| thy vaineand cortupt{peeches; after thy Converfion 
| thou wilt feek co feafon the hearts of others by a gra- 
| cious, fweet,and wife communication of fayory and 
blefled {peeches; what the Lord hath taught thee thou 
i) wile talk of irunt6 others, for the fake of him whom) 
| thouloveft. “In being oft in his company,and grow-, 
| ing up therby into a familiar acquaintance with hime: 
can we be long abfent from thofe we love intirely, if) 
| we may come to them ? can we love Chrift, and yet) 
| be feldome with him, in Word, in Prayer, in Sacra= 
IM | ments, in Chriftian Communion,ia Meditation and 
‘I | daily Examination of our own hearts, imhis proyi- 
dences of Mercies, Crofles,and Tryals ?: (for Chrilt 
J | is with ushere, but hole wo wayes; ithis Ordinan- 
| ces,or providences, by beaholy Spirit) Lord (faikh 
| David) 1 have loved thehabitation of thy houfe,and 
the place where thine honour dwcketh,P{a.26,8, The 
| ground ‘of which is-fet downe, verfe 32 Thy loving 
| kindneffe is before mineeyes,my {oul longeth for thee 
| as in alana wherenowater ts,tharl might feethee,| 
| asl have feene thee inthe Santlnary; ‘tne rcafonet| 
| it was, becanfe thy loving kindnef[e ex better ther) 
I} /éfe,P1.63.1.3. Indoing much for: hitm, & that wile | 
} ihingly ; Didnot Facob love Rachel? how did heex: | 
H} | prefle it? his feven years {ervice, in froft gp fnowsta | 
heat eS cold, by day and night were nethingto him, | 
for her fake whom he loved : Shaki ferve the Lord | 
(faith David) of what coft me nothing 2? And when | - 
hee had prepared many millions for the building: of | 
the Temple, yet he accounted it a fmall thing tor | 
hisfake whom he loved 3 1 Chron. 2953, he gave 
| it 
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| day long, Rom, 8, 36, 1 teli you the love of Chritt| | i 


lelory and grace underfoot,as he hath done thoulands 


‘this fruitful obedience and. life of love. Oh you] 
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ivout ofhispoverty,as he he {peaks;t hes zs love torecP 
his Comsmandements , and thofe are wot gricvoss : 
1 Iohn 5-3. Intuffering and enduring any evill for 
hisfake, ] confefleig isnotevery degree ef love that 
will carry @ man hither ; yet where there is great and 
fingular loye, for 4 good man one may be willi2g to} \ 
dye; Ro.§.7. afluredly if there be any loyeto Chrilt, | }| 
it will in time encreafe to this meafure ; It yall chink | || 
tenthoufand lives too little to lay down for Chrifts 
fake, that laid down his-precions Jifeforhim : What} || 
tellyou me, faith Paul, of bonds vnd imprifouments?| \\ 
I nicomir not onelytobe bound, butto dye fortne| || 
fake of Chraft atlerulalem, my life 1s not dear to me, 

‘no more thena rufh at my foot, that 1 saat finih my\ | 
-courfe with joy: Forthy fake we are killed all the| | 


will make youfall down upon your knees, and bieffe} | 
the Lord, and he willaccepro! {ucha poor facrifice as} 
thy body is,though it be burntto afhes;and thou wile 
bleffe him againe and againe, that whereas he mighy | 
have lef thee in thy finnesto have troden him and his 


inthe world; yet thache fhould call thee cofhare in 
this honour not onely to doe butto fuffer for hisfake. | 
Now the good Lord periwade all our hearts unto 


young men, you have a faire time before you todoe 
mueh for Chriftin; how pleafing willit be rochiin to} 
fee fuch young trees hang full of fruis | You agec 

men have now one foorin yourgraye, and you have 
forgottenthe Lord Jefusmoft.of your time,and your 
‘time which now remaines is very lictle,and then y our 
lampe is out, your Sun is almoft fer, and all your 
work is yctto be done for Chrift,, Oh therefore a-| | 
waken now at la{t before you awake when it 1s too 
late; Yourich men have.abilitics and wherewithall. | 

to 
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{to fet forward Chrifts Kingdomein the Townesand, 
{Villages where you live; you pooremen may doe 
Bi | much by ardent.and initant prayers day and night, 
{forthe adyancement of the Lord Jefus. You Huf- 
\bands, Wives, Matters, Servants, remember if you. 
‘are not good in your places, you are nor good at all, 
‘| whatever your: profeffion be; agood woman, but.a 
\ foward wife 3a good man, but a hare-brain’d curft 
| husband. ¢ a good fervant, bura very fore tongue; 
| thefe cannot. well ltand together. If youhaye any 
| loyeco Chrift , the life of love will make yousmove 
| beftin your proper place : Ob therefore love much, 
and fo think much and {peake much of, and converfe 
| muchwith, and doe much, and:{uffer much for the 
| Lord Jefus Chrift; content not your felveswithdo- 
ing {mallthingsfor him, that hath doneand fuffered 
much for you ;af you can doe burlitde, yet fer God 
| on work by being fervene and frequentin prayer, not 
B\ onely chat Chrift may be cfiored in your felves, but 
| | alfoin your families, andin ali Churches and King- 
| 


domes ofthe world. If you cannot doe much, yet 
{ maiiirainea live 4 w2#todoemuch, whichis accept-| 
| edas ifyou did; 2 Cor,8,42, [ithouart a poor man, 
| and halt nothing to give, yet keepa heart as liberal] 
iM} | asa Prince;s,if you can doe burditde yourselves, yet 
i | encourage others thatthey may,:thow artnotia Prea- 
I | cher called co. convertfoulesyetdoe thouencourage 
| che meflengers of Chrift intheir worke, by thy pray- 
4) ers, countell ,helpe, and.atehe laft day the converfion 
| of foes fhal be atcribuced.unte thee; as well asunto 
 \ them; if.thou canft not. doe:any good, yet prevent 
} | whacevillchou canftinthy place:;tokee poft Judge- 
‘M} | ments, atleaft co delay them’; mourne chon foriother 
IP} | mens fins,.asif chey were thiné owns chaclo the Lord 
| | may pityand pardon themas »and io may bee convert 


| them, who fhal doeno moregood it may be, thene- 
leases ‘ag te 
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ever thou can{t doe < let the Lord Jefas be in thy 
thoughts the firft in the morning, & the laftat night 3} | 
doe whatthou canft, nay, goe continually tohim 10} | 
enable thee todoe more then thou of thy felfe cantt; 
& mourne bitterly,and lament daily what thou haft 
not done, either through want of ability or will ; re- 
membring his loyeto thee, that heecameout of his 
Fathers bofome for thee,wept for thee, bled for thee, | 
powred outhislife, nay, his foul todeathforthee, is} . 
now rifen tor chee, goneto heaven for thee, fits at} |) 
Gods right hand , and rules allthe world for thee, | | 
makes interceffion Continually for thee, and at che} || 
end of the world will come again fer thee : whohatt : 
loved him here, that thou mighte ft live'for ever with 
him then.  Butisthis o#r lite, in thefe eviland luke-| 
~|warmeumes? How many be therethat beleeve in| 
Chrift,thacthey may live asthey lift 2:If to drink, & 
| whore, and fcofte,and blafpheme; if to fhakea lock, | 
& follow every tond fafhion;if to croffe & cringe be-| | 
fore a piece of wood; ifto be weary of the Word,and| | 
outwardly zealous for long prayers; ifto feek purity} _ 
of Ordinances in Churches, and to maintain impuri-| 
‘{ty in hearts, in fhops, infamilies, if to fer our hearts} 
upon Farmesand Merchandizes, and foto becoye-| 
tous; ifto fet up our own felves, and parts, and gifts,} 
witha fecret difdaine of Gods Minifters; if to cry| 
downe learning, and fet up ignorance if ro {et up 
Chrift,and deftroy fanctification && obediences ifco 
beafect-mafter of fome odde opinions: -ifto crack 
the nutof fome fuperlunary and Monkith’notions, 
and high-fown fpeculations; if to hear'much,and do 
litte; if to have a name toliye, and yet dead at the 
heart ; ifthis be to live the life of love, wehave many 
that live this life ; the Lord Jefus wants no-loye,if this 
be to love : Butoh woeunto yon, if you thus requite 
the Lord, fooliflk peaple and unwife ! Th q 


fi be baptized, & fay that they beleeve in Jefus Chrift: 


| moft mens profeffion at this day but a meere paint ? 
| which may ferve to colour them while they live, but 


}) not haye faid firtt, 1 have loved thy commande- 

| men's, and fo have keptthem ? Doubtleffe hee did 
| fo, buche ran here ina holy and moftheayenly Cir- 
{ cle, 1] have keptthem, and loyed them ; and loved 


| come for frustsof hisVixeyard; and if he findes it 


\ forth the fruits ot it ; the Lerd will fhortly Lay hus 


| inloye, we mult ferve our enemies infeare ; do not 
| thinke thartbe Lord will be put off with venerable] 


i | {leep) when they cometodye. Oh, take heed of fuch 
| formality; Tcan never thinke enough of Davids ex- 


| live fuch a life of love in our meafure; and his Com- 
| mandements will bre moftdeare, whenhimfelfe is 


die ie: ae 


~ 
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The Lord knowes wemay complaine as Paw did 


ever) man minds hrs ownthings, and not the things) 


of Fe(us Chrift ; none in comparifon of that huge 
number that thinke they are religious enough, ifthey 


Verily the time drawes neere wherein the Lord will 
not, affuredly hee will not be beholding tous for o-} 
bedience, he can raife his glory out of other people; 
and there carry hisGofpel to them who fhall éring 
Axe unto the root of eurtree; andif wee willnot 
ferye the Lord inthis good Land inthe abundanceo 


peace and mercy, we fhal ferye our enemies in hung- 
er, cold,and nakedni fle; if wee willnot feryve bém, 


names and titles, fhadowes, and pictures; what is 
will never comfort them (unleffe confcience bea- 
preflion, P/al. 119,167. I have kept thy comman- 
dements, and I lovethem exceedingly ; {hould hee 
them, and kept them ; if wee love Chrift we fhall 


moft precious, 
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CAleanes of conviction, — ay 

Compunttion immediately followes conyition, 3 3341 
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Wherein at doth confift, 43 
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Meanes of enabling the fouletocometo Chrilt, 244 | 
Inwhat manner we ae come to him, 250 | 
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Glorification, what st is, 294 
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~Aumiliation for froxe, what it 2, 92 
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What meanesthe Lerd ufethtowork this, 95 

Wheat meafuve of Humiliation z nece[fary. 10k 

a herein to expreffe Humiliation, / 140 
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M4 Chriftian is not jultified before faith ts fought 


Wh Savktification does not Zoe before uftification e 
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| Hox Chrift doth fave by his Powers 
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(Audience of Prayers, 4 Special sUMeaee ae 289 


‘ane rae 


fl | 
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What arethofe Prayersthat ( hrift will heare, 291 | | 


\WhyGodheareth Prayers, = 293 


ye. fe ye Lae R, 2 
\eA double Refiltance of grace in men. 
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oe ee 
Serife of mercy cannot turn a foule to Ci sie Va | 
eS 42) 


out the Sightof fuze. 


{Sorrow for fizue accompanies C onverfior, where- | 
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én it coufifts, 


What true SanCtification zs, 
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Union xnto Chrift , goes before C ommustion with | 
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| Vocation és not all one with Santtification, 


The neceffity e's; | 194 
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Elow to know phen the Whole {axle comes to ( hr if | 
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